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2s8 Journal of Amerrcan Folk-Lore

[Tile follorving corcction of traditions rvas made by i!tr. JamcsTcit during his rescarches on the cthnorogy of British corumbia.After Mr. Tcit had croscd t.,ir ir'ori., io. thc Jcs"up ru""i'pr.inc Expcdi-tion of the Anreric;irr ]\,Iuscum of Naturar l{istory ancr somc.otrrcrincidentar n'ork, IIr. Ilonrer E. s,,.grni of c,ricago l:ecame inlr.rcstedin Mr. ?eit's 
'arrrabre 

irrvestigirtio,rJ, u'hich rrc rras Iibcraily supportcrlduring the last si.t years. ']'hc prcse't papcr is one of ;h" results ofthe researches thus conclucted.
Thc conrparati'e notcs rr',ricrr u'iJr bc fo.u,d in the paper ha'c bccnadded by trrc ecritor. only the nratcriar ..torins dir;'"it, ,o sarishmvthotogv has been incrurrcrr in rl:cse, n irii"r''drr.;;.io1, does notseem advisabre until arl trrc colrccteci mat-erial rerating to the fork_roreof the Norrhrvestcrn prateaus and di ite No.th p;.if* 

"-or., 
r,", u..npublished.

The principal intercst of the Lilrooet forfu-jore, aside fro,r the psycho-logical characrer of the traditions, i- i"rra in trie rrgr.i,ri,ij'rt thro*.supon the process of dis.:cmi'ation of rarcs. wr,ir;;il';oi. ,ot.. onamyths of the Thompson Incrians, rvho *irh the Lirooe; berong ro theinland branc'es of ihe.palish frrr.,ity,-are. not vcry rJeeply affectecl bythe traditions of thc corist Incliar.,r, anJrrnit" tt,"y-rnttr.?,r"ir,* to thegroup of tales ana m1'rhs charactcrisric of the ir'ortrrrr.".riirlprateaus, 
7the Litlooet tarcs shorv a strorg infusion oI coast 

"i;;;;;;:"'The samc Iis true of the traditions of tlreio*r, Tho"r,pron Indians, who inhabitthat part of the Frascr River canyon oajoining the Fraser Rir.cr Dcrta.The collcctions nrade anlong tr,e coast-trir-r.cs bi 
"rv*ii, .ril"t", on byI\1r' charles Flir'Tou-t,shori crearry trrc crose rclationship bern.ccn rhemyt's and tarcs of ail the tribes riving arouncr tr,e curioi 6"o.giu o,.,athose of other coast tribcs. The Liirooet ancr the Lorr", iion,pronln<lians havc adoptcrl from ttr.r. triir". th. ,,,,hoi" ;;;;oi'rn.u.to.lcgc,rls, rv'ich are entirely ,.b"errt ; ;; intcrior, an, which are char-artcristic of tlrc sociar organization of thecoast tribes that havc vilragec.rrrrlrrr,itir:s craiming descent from a single ancestor; rvhire irr thein t'crior no such subtlivisio* trr ,r," iurr* 

"*irtr. Tire in;ide;;i."t .to,,r-ing to the coast foll<_-lrore_h1"o U..n-poi*ntecl out in tlre *n.,lrnruti"*
lrj:t^i:::*panf ing I\{r. Teit's coilectio. oi trarlitions. 

--li";r'inr.r"rr-
rng to tollow thc sradual dissenrination of the transformer ,r,iir, ,*,f-ing of a froup of s"el'cral .ulture-h"ro"r-rrt,o a*,'-"1 tlirough ,t.,. iounrrytogether, frceing the Jand 

_of nronsters, ancl giving man his arts. Irrthc in tcrior their prace is taricn !y ,h; a;;"te; but, as ,ras bccn poi,tcr.rout,cf.re bottr bv i\'rr. Tcir on,r uv *r="ii'ir,"]:i;;il,J'*louo oilrrtn.rfrrrr,r:r's has ircrcr.ratutl.firr. i,rtL ti,,, ;rt..ior. 
' 
l;r;;r;;,1.1, Uu*.-ev<:r, lhr: c;pinio'is crcurry c.rpr.r.ss*cr thlrt irr rcatit;,trrcse tr;,rsforrncrslrr:l<'rr11 to tlte ccrast, irrd thit thcir rlec<is.east of tirc Jirascr RiverCatt','urr \ycrc a trcspriss on tlic tcrritory rvtricti Ucton**j n,or.r,r,o
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Tradilisns of lltc Lillooct Indiatts of Briltsh Colunfiia 289

Coyote and to OId-One. Several

end rvith the statcmcnt that at
transformers retired to the coast,
put into proPer shaPe"

trn regard to titese points the report of
Tcit and a Lillooct ovcr eighty ycars old
describes tltis conversation as follorvs: -

a conversation betrvcen l\Ir.
rvill bc of intercst. i\{r. Teit

" My informant said that in the beginning the inhabitants of the
world had animal characteristics. It is dorrbtful r']rct]rcr at that tirrre
real animals ancl real pcople e.xistecl as wc knorv them to-da1'. The
rvorid rvas very sparsely scttlcd. A numl:er of transformers lave the
world its present shape, and transfornrcd tlrc beings of the nr1-thical
period into rcal people an<i real aninrals, Thcse transfornrcrs travelled
all over the rvorld for this purpose. None of them rvas Lrorn in the
Lillooet country. They rvcrc strangers, most of l'horn canre from [he
coast rcgion. Among these n'as the mink. Tlrcrc is no $tory u'hich
accounts for the origin of thc Lillooet tribc as a '*'holc, although sorne-
times it is clainrcd that the Lillooct are dcscendant:i of thc Black-
Bcar-Woman's childrcn,t It is saicl thal Black-Bcar ltn,l Grizzll.flar W
lived rvith thcir husbanrl on thc east si?6?Ti!.. ni*..-i,roiii,;f-'-
Lytton, probabll. in Botani Yallcy. After thc )'oung Illack- Ilcars had
killed the young Grizzly-Bears, they escaped, and crossed Fr;rscr Rirer
someryhere betrveen Lytton and Lillooet, and took refr-rge in t]re Lil-

.lgg.!:g!4ry near Pembcrton. Thcl'l-rr:can,e iI,c aico'to.fii p.{fffi-rffi
int,interIllarryingrvitIrtlrcrn1'thica1

inhabitants; that is, the semi-aninrai pcople of the Lillooet counlr)'.
Others say that tire young Black-Bears becanrc tlic 'lransforrrer
brothers, the Qoa'qtqt'rtl' (: "sntiling") of tlre T[omllson Ipdilns"
and that latcr on thcy l'isitcd thc Thorlpson courltr)', asccndingfhe
Fraser River from thc Dclta upu'ard.

" Every band of thc Lillcioct originated frq:nr the union of a nran rri th
one of the semi-anirnal inhabitants of the countr-r', pe.rlraps fronr rlri-
mals. Ilost of thc traditions infornr trs that a Lillooct rrr;rn ncntcff
and married one or rnore anirnnl pcoplc l'honr he forr rlrl ir:habitirg a
certain part of tlre cotrtrtr;'; altrl tirt'lranrl that norv irrhalrits this got
claims dcsccnt fronr thcsc anccstors, '1'hrrr thc r\ntlursclrt I-el<c pecple
are descendants of tl'o Crizzly-lJear sistcru" Ilost oI thc nreinben of ffi
thc},cnrl>crtortbandarcrle.scentlltttls.,f,.,uffil
plaCCS kllo',!'ll us_![r1!11C1 Lu(lts. t\ ll(.r{-'u1lr: r'lr rril(:{l .'r LlcAr, the Otier / \

of the Thompson Rivcr traditions
the rcquest of Coyotc, thc coast
iind left the couniry to him to be

p,
a giatrt, 'J ltc crigiiTa-l lnliffiTS'iiTJ?r[ !'c,r't I)r.,rr:il.rs irr,'tlr.-r-c"r]"nt.slf a
Lillooet tttitrt r"hr.l ruarried a scii[ \1'on)iut, wlrr: l;i,rc lrir,,r a son arj. a

I See pp. 3r: and 35o. I l;r()il! .s-q\r',)'itl (" t,o s;:ril,: "),
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