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This issue is dedicated to longtime Pemberton resident and
dedicated museum supporter, Carol Morphy.
December 25, 1956 — July 27, 2022

Remembering Carol Morphy (née Starks)
Recently, a long-time member of our community suddenly passed away. Carol Morphy was a quiet force
at work in our Community of Pemberton for many years. Carol was the epitome of a truly hard working
humble, dedicated, and genuinely caring community member. When I spoke with cousin, Nick Antonelli,
he commented that Carol was “a kind and beautiful soul”.
Carol Morphy (nee Starks) was born Christmas Day in 1956 to Arvin and Rosemary (nee Decker)
Starks. Her parents naming her Carol was purposely significant to the celebration of Christmas. Carol’s
grandparents John O. Decker and Frances Decker were pioneer farmers of the Pemberton Valley. My
recollections include beautiful and colourful visions of their gardens. Frances Decker was a co-author of
the Pemberton History Book, and John O. Decker became the local magistrate. Carol’s mother,
Rosemary was also an accomplished gardener and for years grew and sold starter plants in Pemberton
from her home. Carol seemed to have inherited her family’s interests and skills as she was an accomplished gardener and a skilled writer.
Carol attended school in Pemberton excelling in secretarial courses like typing and business
administration. She moved to Vancouver for a few years and worked for Crown Life. Later she worked
for government in a position that required top secret security clearance. She met her husband Victor
Morphy during this time. They married and moved back to Pemberton. Unfortunately, Victor passed
away in the 1990s from lung cancer. After Victor’s passing Carol shared her home with several dogs and
cats that she adopted. Usually they were “rescue” pets that she would provide a home for. Sister,
Andrea says, “She had the happiest pets alive.”
Carol’s worked as Collections Coordinator at the Pemberton & District Museum and Archives Society
until her retirement in 2021. In addition to her work as “Collection Coordinator” Carol often would
submit well written recollections of historical moments to the museum newspaper. We will miss her
quiet presence. We are grateful to have documented snippets of her wit and ability that will live on at
the museum, into perpetuity. We are blessed to have known you Carol and we know you will always be
with us in spirit.
Brenda McLeod
Long time Pemberton resident
President Pemberton & District Museum and Archives Society

Carol going for a sleigh ride in
Pemberton winter

Carol reading to her Sister Andrea

Carol and two of her nephews
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The museum would like to acknowledge the recent and unexpected passing of Carol Morphy this month
and we wanted to share some memories of Carol who contributed an extraordinary amount of time and
effort at the museum since 2009. Carol originally began her time at the museum as a volunteer, elbow
deep in mushroom manure in the museum flower beds, arms covered in rose bush scratches. Following
this she assisted with digitizing archival photographs for sharing through the new website. Carol singlehandedly, arranged and described and scanned thousands of images that we can enjoy to this day
online. The museum created the job of “Collection Coordinator” and Carol was hired on a part-time basis completing 300-400 hrs of work on the collection each year. In 2013, Carol assisted with the resurrection of farming equipment from the old machine shed, cataloguing, completing condition reports and
wrestling the items to their new location. In her time, she took several three month ‘Distance Education’
courses from the Archive Association of BC, to improve our archival practices at the museum.
For example, after completing some of these courses she decided to audit and rearrange a little category
called “Articles from Books, Periodicals, Magazines”, also known as ‘Pain in the Butt’ Collection. She
somehow bent this section into shape and staff can happily find an array of random articles about Pemberton & District at any time. For a final laugh, Carol decided to audit, catalogue, arrange, describe and
digitize newspaper clippings, beginning with the oldest ones collected by Margaret Fougberg. The
newspaper clippings have often been used in this newsletter for your reading enjoyment, Every time we
use a clipping to entertain you, think of Carol Morphy with a smile. It’s because of her efforts we can
share the old news with you. That we can finds specific files in the archive at all, is testament to her
diligence.
Carol also volunteered with the Pemberton library, WAG and was always in the process of rescuing people and or animals. She helped several local seniors with home care and was a steadfast supporter of
“Balding for Dollars” the annual fundraiser for the BC Children’s Hospital. She was a phenomenal baker
and showered the museum teas with pecan pies, bunt cakes and other delectable treats. She helped
with countless interesting newsletter articles and was a wonderful writer.
Personally, I feel fortunate to have worked with Carol. She taught me the true meaning of community
service and never expected any accolades. Her sardonic wit, intelligence and easygoing supportive nature made our work at the museum rewarding. Our explorations through the weird and wonderful
items in the museum collection was a shared journey and I couldn’t
have made any progress without this steadfast support. Carol, being a
local Pemberton girl with deep roots, helped me understand the
community connections and shared her extensive knowledge about the
community’s history with me through her work with the collection.
The museum and the community of Pemberton have suffered a great
loss this month, but I know her spirit will live on through her work at
the museum for years to come. Please join us in sharing our
condolences with Carol’s family, friends and community members who
share our loss.
Niki Madigan
Former ED/Curator
Pemberton & District Museum and Archives Society

Page 3

Museum News
IN THIS ISSUE
•

In Memory of Carol Morphy

•

Toonie Tea—August 9th

•

Art Hop 2022

•

Museum Guests

•

Celebration of Life for
June Perkins—Sept 3rd

•

New Computer Purchase

•

New Activities for All Ages

•

New Donations

•

Repatriation

•

Thank You to Our Donors

•

Repairs to the Sam Jim Cabin

•

BC Hydro Upgrade

•

We take Square

•

Memberships

INAUGURAL TOONIE TEA – AUGUST 9
On Tuesday, August 9th we hosted our only Toonie Tea for the
2022 season. We had a small but enthusiastic turn out and the
weather was lovely. Thank you to board members and friends
that dropped off baking and sweet treats. Annette Gordon, Fran
Cuthbert, Carmen Praine, Monique Midgley and thanks to
Brenda McLeod for supporting our staff as we hosted our
guests.
We look forward to bringing back Toonie Teas / Tea and Tales
and a range of other events in 2023.

ARTHOP 2022
ArtHop returns to Pemberton this fall, transforming local storefronts into pop-up galleries and the
Pemberton Museum is thrilled that our new schoolhouse will be one of the gallery spaces participating.
This year's hop features works from over 20 local art professionals and emerging creatives, displayed
across 13 unique locations. View the exhibition for free from September 15- October 15, 2022.
The exhibition trail is best explored on foot or by bicycle using the ArtHop map which can be collected
at:
~ Pemberton & District Community Centre
~Pemberton Visitors Centre
For more info: www.pembertonartscouncil.com/arthop2022
Download the Brochure here: https://tinyurl.com/rv8z7eyu
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MUSEUM GUESTS
The Museum welcomed 260
guests in July and 407 in
August. Some from as far away
as New Zealand and Australia,
Germany,
Spain,
England,
Ireland, Portugal, some new
residents to Pemberton and
some longtime residents that
stopped in to see what’s
changed.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR JUNE PERKINS
(née KINNARD) - SEPTEMBER 3 FROM 2-4pm

We plan to be open until the
end of October, weather permitting, so please invite your
friends and family to visit
before the cold of winter closes
down the site.

NEW COMPUTER
FOR OUR CURATOR
Thanks to a Heritage Canada grant we
received to support our work during
COVID, the Museum has been able to
upgrade some of its ageing technology.
This month we got a new Brother 3 in 1
colour
printer
and
we
have
ordered our new curator a new
computer.
The
computer
being
replaced will be moved into our
research lounge and will be available to
the public for research and the
exploration of our archives.

NEW ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES
Our Guest Services staff have been hard a work creating fun
new activities for our guests. They have updated the
Scavenger Hunts and have created a few new options for
kids aged 3 to 100. There are also new crossword puzzles,
colouring activities and prizes for those who manage to
finish each of the games.
Our staff have also been reorganizing exhibits, updating the
Welcome Kiosk and streamlining the payment options for
donations and book sales.

A BIG thanks to Tara, Deanna, Smokii Rae, Natilyn, Jessica,
Nakeisha and Kaitlyn for all their hard work, creativity and
humour while working in the hot sun or biblical
windstorms. We are lucky to have such a great team!
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NEW DONATION

REPATRIATION

Accordion of Teresa Summerskill via Laura Burden

Woven Cedar Baskets from Sheila Carlson (née Girling)

In 2021 Laura Burden donated an accordion that
belonged to Teresa Summerskill, who had roots in
the Pemberton/ Squamish area for a number of
decades. Concerned with the curation team’s
knowledge of how to care for, and preserve an
accordion, we reached out to Laura to inquire if
she would prefer us to transfer the instrument to
another more knowledgeable institution. Laura
confirmed she would prefer to keep it in
Pemberton and so our collection team started the
accessioned process. Two days later an accordion
player from Whistler stopped in and shared a bit
of her knowledge and 2 amazing contacts from
Vancouver who have written books and blogs on
the subject.
Alan Zisman and Bruce Triggs are accordion
experts and after an email introduction, were
incredibly help with information about cleaning,
care and long-term storage.

At the end of July, our curator was contacted by
Sheila Carlson, formerly Girling, who grew up
with her family in Pemberton. Sheila had 4 woven
cedar baskets that had been in her family since
the 1920s, some of which she believed were
wedding gifts to her parents. She was looking for
a new home for them. Through an email conversation, our curation team explained that while we
are so grateful for the donation, the museum has
made a commitment to repatriating objects of
cultural significance back to the Líl̓wat Nation.
Sheila and her family are pleased with that
outcome and on August 23, Charmaine drove to
Langley to pick up the incredible collection of
baskets.
We have connected with members of the Líl̓wat
Culture, Heritage and Language Authority and
look forward to returning these precious objects
and others in our collection to the Nation.

The accordion has been carefully cleaned and
now lives in the General Store. We hope you will
come and visit this amazing piece of Pemberton
History.

For more information about The Pemberton Museum’s Repatriation
Policies please email us at ifo@pembertonmuseum.org
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THANK YOU
A very special thank you to Laura Burden and Sheila Carlson for thinking of the Pemberton Museum
when parting with beloved objects from the past. The Pemberton and District Museum and Archives
was built on the kindness and generosity of so many people from the area. The work that we do is
driven by the commitment of those that came before us. Our team look forward to continuing to care for
the history of this place and the cherished objects, photographs and documents we have in our
collection.
If you or your loved ones have objects or archival materials you would like to donate, feel free to contact
our curator at info@pembertonmuseum.org. While we are not able to take all of the objects offered due
to space and condition constraints, we are always interested in discussing the opportunity and we thank
you for your ongoing support and generosity.

REPAIRS TO THE ROOF AND FOUNDATION OF THE SAM JIM CABIN
Once again we are facing the repair of one of our beloved buildings and this year we have started to
address the needs of the Sam Jim Cabin which has both roof and foundation issues. Fortunately we have
a team of experts in Ian McLeod and Dwayne Dick who have already assessed the scale of work and
have offered some preventative measures while we begin to look for funds to make the repairs.
PHOTOS (CW)
-Smokii Rae Edwards
on the Sam Jim porch
-Tara Ritchie hard at
work
-Our new and
improved kiosk

-Inside our General
Store

Page 7

Museum News
WE NOW TAKE ‘SQUARE’ ELECTRONIC
PAYMENTS
Thanks to a kind donation of equipment from the
team at The Beaumont Studios in Vancouver, The
Pemberton Museum now offers electronic
payment options to our guests via Square Online
Checkout.

Our Museum Supervisor has also created QR
codes for memberships, admission, donations and
book sales, and we have already seen our
numbers go up as a result.

BC HYDRO UPGRADE UPDATE
With the help of Bill from McLeod Building Works and Mark from Wire-It Contractors, the BC Hydro
upgrade is moving forward. The upgrade will include minor renovations to the General Store and once
completed, the site will be ready for big and small events and exciting new programming.
YOUR MEMBERSHIP COUNTS MORE THAN EVER!

A heart felt thank you to our supporters that have sent us their membership dues this year!
Your ongoing support of the museum through your annual membership lets us know that you value the
history and future of the Pemberton Museum. Stay up to date with events and programs we offer, be
reminded of important historical happenings, contribute to the preservation of Pemberton and the
District’s history, and demonstrate local community support, which aids in our application for grants.

Individual Memberships $15

Families Memberships $20.

We can provide charitable receipts for cash and in-kind donations.
Pay by e-transfer to: info@pembertonmuseum.org or by cheque to: Box 267, Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0.
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