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RELATIVELY OPEN HOUSE 

 On December 4th the board, staff and construction crew met at the 
museum for a first look at the new spaces created at the museum site this 
year.  Like any construction project in these times, there were delays due to 
many factors but despite the challenges the project was completed on time 
and budget. 
 A very special thank you to McLeod Building Works Ltd., for giving 
these historic buildings a new life at the museum.  The hard work and exper-
tise required to make it happen has not gone unnoticed. 
 This project is made possible thanks to funding from Heritage Cana-
da, Heritage BC and the Province of BC, Squamish Lillooet Regional District, 
Village of Pemberton, the Enabling Accessibility Fund, Whistler Blackcomb 
Foundation, Pemberton Women’s Institute and the Citizens of Pemberton. 
 The board of trustees will be touring the spaces and the associated 
items in collection that will be organized into displays next season.  An ex-
hibit committee will be formed consisting of board members and local stake-
holders in 2022 to provide input and guidance on the displays in terms of  
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BUS TOUR AND VISITS 
 The museum hosted 25 visitors on Nov 2nd who visited with tour operator “Mile O Tours”.  Isabel Pe-
ters provided a guided tour on the site and through downtown Pemberton.  As most of the visitors were sen-
iors (and it was raining) the visitors experienced downtown Pemberton from the comfort of their bus seats.  
This group also visited North Arm Farm, One Mile Lake, and The Beer Farmers.  Visits were low this fall season 
so we appreciate that this tour operator thought of the museum as an activity for their visitors in early Novem-
ber.  Though exhibits were limited, they really enjoyed their visit.  The new Schoolhouse space will greatly ex-
pand our ability to accommodate group visits through the fall period.   

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS CONT’D 
 storylines and information panels.  Work will begin over the winter and into the 2022 season. 
Thanks to everyone who has supported and followed the progress of this project .  The museum will have a 
formal Open House for public in the spring of 2022 to celebrate and thank our funders and the community of 
Pemberton & District.  We’re excited about the community benefit these new spaces will provide. 

CLOCKWISE: JOHN ARN CABIN, SCHOOL HOUSE INTERIOR 
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MUSEUM EDUCATION NEWS — FROM THE DESK OF ISABEL PETERS 
 The Folklife Interview Guide was created to take you through the steps of properly recording and doc-

umenting the lived experiences of tradition-bearers.  The Pemberton & District Museum & Archives collects 

stories, biographies, photographs and written records pertaining to Pemberton & District families. If you use 

this Guide please consider donating your research to the Pemberton Museum for future relatives to discover 

and explore.  See below for an example of a page from the Guide.  Available on the website or contact us and 

we will mail you a copy. 
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FAREWELL TO THE STAFF 
 Abi Ronayne ended her season at the museum on Nov 19th, after the museum closed to the public 
(and it snowed).  Abi was a hard worker and helped with many projects at the museum this season.  She also 
Guided many visitors to the site this season.  We wish her the best in her studies this winter. 
 Jessica Hill ended her season at the museum on Dec 4th.  Jessica was a tremendous help this season.  
She accessioned over 150 items this season and assisted the Curator with some other Collection Manage-
ment projects including identifying the condition of objects for the new exhibits, auditing photograph quality 
online and scanning and registering some archival photographs.  We wish her the best in her post-secondary 
studies this winter. 
 Kaitlyn Pierre sifted and sorted videos right until the end of the season to ensure we could document 
the School & Cabin project to the end.  She was also a great help in the fall with daily operations and manage-
ment of safety on the site.  Thanks to Kaitlyn for her hard work this year and for stepping up into a leader-
ship role this fall.  The videos she created have gotten a lot of attention and we appreciate all the work in-
volved in editing all the footage (and starting from scratch whenever the computer crashed). 
 Isabel Peters worked on some museum education activities this fall that could be used on site or 
online.  She created the Pack Your Bags activity, and The Folk Life Interview Guide.  She also helped with 
some design projects.  She spent Nov 2nd touring with the ‘Mile 0” crew regaling them with tall tales about 
potatoes and pioneers.  We thank Isabel for her contributions to the museum this season on many fronts, 
whether it was labels and signage, repairs and maintenance, field trips or dump runs, administration, design 
or visitor services, she was game.  We wish her the best in her quest to graduate from post-secondary this 
year.  The museum has benefited from contributions from local youth since its inception, and this year was 
no exception.  Thanks to Young Canada Works and Canada Summer Jobs for the youth employment funding. 

CAROL MORPHY RETIRES 
 After a dozen years of service to the museum, Carol is hanging up her files and put-
ting away her pencils.  Carol informed us of her impending retirement in 2020 and, after 
some begging, agreed to stay on and assist with some loose ends in 2021.  Carol originally 
began her time at the museum as a volunteer, elbow deep in mushroom manure in the 
museum flower beds, arms covered in rose bush scratches.  Following this she assisted 
with digitizing archival photographs for sharing through the new website.  Carol single-
handedly, arranged and described and scanned thousands of images that we can enjoy to 
this day online.  Carol also assisted with the resurrection of equipment from the old ma-
chine shed, cataloguing, completing condition reports and wrestling the items to their new location.  In her 
time she took several three month ‘Distance Education’ courses from the Archive Association of BC, to im-
prove our practices at the museum.  Then, for fun, she decided to audit and rearrange a little category called 
“Articles from Books, Periodicals, Newspapers”, also known as ‘Pain in the Butt’ Collection.  She somehow 
bent this section into shape and staff can happily find an array of random articles about Pemberton & District 
at any time.  She also baked for the teas and contributed some great articles to the newsletter. 
 For a final laugh, Carol decide to audit, catalogue, arrange, describe and digitize newspaper clippings, 
beginning with the oldest ones collected by Margaret Fougberg.  The newspaper clippings have often been 
used in this newsletter for your reading enjoyment,  Every time we use a clipping to entertain you, think of 
Carol Morphy with a smile.  It’s because of her efforts we can share the old news with you.  That we can find 
specific files in the archive at all, is testament to her diligence. 
  The board and staff wish Carol a Happy Retirement and provided her with an honorarium and Certifi-
cate of Appreciation to recognize her valuable contributions to the museum; yesterday, today and in the fu-
ture.  We are unable to submit a current photograph, as Carol worked cloaked in the secrecy of dawn, hours 
before the rest of us arrived for the day.  A true museum warrior and steward of the community memory. 

Carol with mom  
Rosemary p212.2 
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MUSEUM MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
 The board of trustees completed a review and approved the goals proposed for the revised Museum 
Master Plan document. The museum wishes to express its vision in the context of a museum master plan to 
ensure all aspects of the museum’s development priorities are considered as the museum prepares for the 
future.  The core purpose of the museum is embedded in its mandate to preserve evidence associated with 
the human history of the area.  Beyond the mandate, this master plan is the strategic planning document for 
the Pemberton Museum that will guide activities to achieve the vision stated in this plan over the next five 
years.  The ultimate end goal of this master plan is to enhance the visitor experience to the museum on site 
and online and to engage the community providing significant community benefit.  The plan sets goals in the 
areas of: Governance & Community Engagement, Capital Improvements, Collection Management & Develop-
ment, Programs and Exhibit Development and the Visitor Experience.  The plan is often used in grant writing 
to support project proposals.  The board will review the draft over the winter and the full  report will be 
made available for museum member input in the spring of 2022.  The museum is Pemberton’s longest run-
ning community project and is celebrating it’s 40th Anniversary  next year.  We value your input.  If you have 
suggestions for the museum master plan, or just the museum in general, please submit your thoughts in 
writing to us by March 1st, 2022.  We value and appreciate your feedback. info@pembertonmuseum.org, or 
Pemberton Museum, Box 267 Pemberton BC, V0N 2L0 

WEBSITE UPGRADE 
 The museum website will be upgraded over the winter with a launch planned for May 2022.  Custom 
Fit Online has been contracted to design the new site as well as help us navigate the migration of our old con-
tent to the new platform.  The new website will use the WordPress platform, making it easier to upgrade and 
refresh into the future.  The work begins this  month with a brand review that will guide the redevelopment 
of our online presence.  The museum is excited to finally begin this project and for the improvements this 
will lead to for our visitors online and into the future.  We continue to see an increase in online visits and are 
able to connect with people near and afar in new ways each year.  An upgrade will greatly extend our reach. 

CULTURAL SPACES GRANT—SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT REQUEST 
 Canada Cultural Space Fund issued a call for proposals for equipment  required to reopen cultural 
spaces safely, while still meeting public health guidelines.  In operating this season, we realized our outdoor 
equipment was getting derelict and the beloved fire pit has been lost due to the close proximity of the new 
Schoolhouse.  The fire pit will be relocated and we are requesting assistance with this, as well as equipment 
like fold-up picnic tables, outdoor chairs, a pop up tent, and a bike rack.  This increases outdoor space for 
groups to gather.  We are also requesting assistance with ongoing technology upgrades, specifically the need 
for upgraded audio visual equipment for the new programming spaces and equipment to render and present 
recordings on site and online. 

MUSEUM CLOSED FOR SEASON NOVEMBER 19TH 
 The museum closed for the season when the outdoor washrooms were closed and drained and win-
terized.  Thanks to John Davies from Redpoint for assisting staff with the shut down which is a little more 
complicated now with the new hot water tank.  Thanks also to Money Savage who changed the lock on the 
men’s room which had rusted firmly shut over the winter despite a good soaking in 3-in1 oil.  Once the wash-
rooms were closed so too did the site.  Staff will be closing up the site and finalizing projects underway this 
season through to December 4th.  The construction crew is completing final details.  The museum will spend 
the end of the season writing and submitting final reports associated with the construction project before the 
end of 2021. 
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From the Archives 
Winter Reports from the Vancouver Daily World newspaper 1921-1922 

Jan 7 1922 Vancouver Daily World, c.2.19.123 

Jan 24, 1921 Vancouver Daily World, 
c.2.19.79 

Nov 1 
1921 

Vancouver 
Daily 

World, 
c.2.19.123 


