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NEW ROOF FOR THE ARN CABIN 

 This past month saw a lot of work on the Cabin roof structure.  The 
original roof was not considered strong enough for the snow load so Ian 
McLeod and Dwayne Dick milled and peeled additional log trusses for the 
roof structure to bolster the original trusses.  The engineer was on site last 
week and directed that a larger bearing log for the roof in the front is re-
quired which meant some crew time to remove and replace this timber in 
early Sept.  The decision was made to modify the staircase in the building – it 
currently twists to a landing but a steep rise stair was requested as this will 
take up less room downstairs leaving more space for displays.  Staff recom-
mended a steep staircase like the Shantz house.  The upstairs of the building 
will be used for storage and will not be open to public. 
 Dennis Andrew has been the lead on the roof assembly and has made 
a complicated project seem too easy!  This crew has worked solidly through 
all weather conditions including temperamental last minute engineering 
changes.  In other news, the Schoolhouse roofing tiles were ordered and will 
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YOUR MEMBERSHIP COUNTS MORE THAN EVER 
 Thank you to all members that have sent in their membership fees. Annual memberships  are now due.  
Help us demonstrate community support when we apply for grants.  Individual memberships are $15, families 
are $20.  Keep up to date with historical happenings and  contribute to the preservation of Pemberton and Dis-
trict history by becoming a member.  We can provide charitable receipts for cash and in-kind donations.  Pay 
by e-transfer to info@pembertonmuseum.org or by cheque to Box 267, Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0. 

CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY CONT’D 
arrive soon.  The windows are in.  The door (hand built fir door) will come this month.  The electrical will be roughed in this month.  
We requested LED directional track lighting for the display space, lots of plugs and an exit light for the accessible door exit/entrance.  
The sheathing will be hardie board in a traditional red colour on the Schoolhouse, and the trim will be white. 
 The roofing treatment for both buildings will be asphalt tile and “weathered wood” was picked as the colour scheme.  The 
original buildings had cedar shake roofing tiles but the Fire Department is grateful we are not adding more cedar shakes to the site.  
The other choice was metal, however the snow slide factor would have resulted in additional engineering costs for the installation of 
snow dams.  So for many sound reasons the museum is moving forward with this roofing treatment and felt it was the best compro-
mise to meet the look of the original roofs and to remain within the budget. 

 
 
 

SEPT 2021 SCHOOL AND CABIN PROJECT 
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Events & Programs 

FALL PROGRAMS 
 Staff are working on a series of fall programs and events for your consideration this fall!  
Watch our Events & Program page for more information. 
Book Launch - “Black Bears in the Carrot Field” by Linda K. Thompson, Saturday Sept 25th 
from 1-4pm.  We LOVE it when Linda reads for us at the museum and can’t wait to hear more po-
ems from her new book. 
 

Back To School! - Book your school visit with us and explore the museum this fall! 604-894-5504  
 

Date Night at the Museum -  Enjoy a serene fall evening dinner at the museum with your favourite 
date on Thursdays Sept 9th, Sept 16th and  Sept 23rd  from 5-7pm Food brought to you by Mile 
One Eating House  Contact us to book a seat and to pre-order your dinner.  3 Menu options.  See web-
site for more info. 
 
Halloween at the Museum?  Staff are waiting to see what the restrictions will be around Halloween 
this season but are hopeful the museum will be able to offer a fun way for families to celebrate Hal-
loween together at the museum on Saturday October 30th.  Watch our Events page for more info.  
 

DATE NIGHT AT THE  
MUSEUM 
  This event was inspired by the mu-
seum staff this summer who thought 
an evening event in the fall would be 
fun and help to bring more people by 
for a visit.  Thanks to Isabel Peters 
for the great (quirky) promotions 
and for everyone that supported the 
program.  A BIG thanks to Mile One  
(Randy Jones) who came up with a 
special menu for the event. 
Despite the inclement weather that 
rolled in, people were still keen to 
take their favourite date out for an 
evening at the museum. 
 The first night (Sept 9th) was 
a bust because no one called ahead 
to pre-book (so Pemberton).  Howev-
er all the calls received on the 9th 
were pushed forward to Sept 16 & 
23rd  which turned into a small 
crowd. 
 We hope to do this again in 
the spring so if you missed it keep in 
touch with the museum via our web-
site and facebook page next season 
to enjoy an evening at the museum. 
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MUSEUM EDUCATION NEWS — FROM THE DESK OF ISABEL PETERS 
 Isabel Peters has been busy creating some activities that can be used with School Groups and spent the 
last few weeks learning about some of the agricultural equipment around the site.  This is what she learned. 
 “Green potatoes are indeed poisonous. The greening of potatoes is a consequence of the tubers being 

exposed to sunlight. To remedy this, a swath of dirt is plowed over the seedlings to hide them from the vicious 

sun. Both the pioneer and modern farmer employed the technique of ‘hilling’, giving potato fields their time-

less corduroy-like appearance. At the risk of incurring the wrath of potato farmers reading this, I came to the 

conclusion that modern farming implements have made the job far 

less grueling, if not less deadly. Below are (from what I can deduce) 

the modern and pioneer version of the implement used for hilling; 

the greatest change being the dis-

tinct lack of horses”.  

Museum staff constantly admire 

the power of humans 100 years 

ago.  It often takes 3 modern hu-

mans to wrestle and move these 

old pieces of farm equipment. 

MUSEUM MASTER PLAN REVISION 
 In 2010 the museum established it’s first master plan.  A museum master plan outlines the vision and 
goals for the museum in the area of Governance and Community Engagement, Capital Developments, Collec-
tion Management and Development, Programs and Exhibit Development and the Visitor Experience.  In 2015 
this plan was revised.  The plan was due for revision in 2020 but due to the pandemic the work was deferred 
to 2021.  The board of trustees have been working on goals in each category at regular board meetings this 
season and the revised plan should be ready for circulation to museum stakeholders by the end of 2021.  We 
will seek community feedback from our membership and local governments on the plan before finalizing for 
the 2022 season.  The previous master plans were helpful to the staff and board at the museum in terms of 
clarifying priorities over a five year period.  The majority of goals cited in the first two plans, particularly in 
capital developments, were achieved.  We are excited for this next phase of master planning. 

MUSEUM RECOGNIZES SEPTEMBER 30TH NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND  
RECONCILLIATION  
 The museum recognizes and respects that the Pemberton museum operates within the traditional un-
ceded territory of Lil'wat and Stl’atl’imx Nations .The BC Museums Association urged their members and Ca-
nadians from coast-to-coast-to-coast to use September 30 as an opportunity to learn, reflect, make connec-
tions, and take action in redressing more than 150 years of injustice.  The Pemberton Museum will be closed 
on Thursday Sept 30th and will share posts on our website and facebook to  help the community learn, and 
reflect on these issues.  A core theme in the museum mandate is “Those Who Were Here First—the complete 
self-sufficiency of the Lil'wat and Stl’atl’imx Nations prior to contact with Europeans”.  The museum will re-
share the “Pemberton Tale” from August 24th regarding the Impact of Settlement on traditional territories 
that includes a reading of the Declaration of the Lillooet Tribe in 1911, read by Lil’wat Nation Councillor Max-
ine Joseph Bruce.  We encourage all of our members to listen to this presentation on Sept 30th. 

984.30.01 
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From the Archives 
Susan Cosulich donated her personal copy of the “PSS Literary Magazine” published 1965 to 1970 and featuring stories by local 
PSS students.  We are re-publishing some of the stories in the newsletter this season for your reading enjoyment. 

 
Second  - Third  1968         David Harris 
      IS THIS REALLY PROGRESS 
  

My names is Gerald James.  I was born and raised in the Pemberton Valley.  I loved camping and hiking in the mountains.  

When I was only seven I went on a summer cattle drive to Goat Meadows, the beautiful alpine meadows which form the 

headwaters of Miller Creek.  At the age of nine I climbed eleven miles to Tenquille and spent a week there.  It seemed like 

paradise, the blue-green lake with its clear waters full of mountain trout, and the grass covered hillsides which were cov-

ered in summer flowers and abounded in grouse and marmots.  I made many happy trips like this in my youth but like a fool 

I ended that happy life. 

 As I grew older a phrase ran continually through my mind; 

“progress in this valley is too slow.”  I began searching for a way out 

and one day I read an ad which suited me perfectly. 

 Is the world too slow for you?  Do you think you are living in 

the wrong age?  Volunteer for an experiment in suspended animation.  

Contact Dr. Erickson in the Camp building downtown Vancouver.  Well 

I did just that and I woke up last night.  

 My eyes flickered open and white walls slowly came into fo-

cus and I made out an unfamiliar figure in white.  “Where’s Dr. Erick-

son?”.  The words felt strange but the answer was stranger.   

 “He’s been dead for forty years.  This is the year 2045 you 

know”.  The figure in white turned out to be the doctor; his name was 

Dr. Kroner and he explained to me that he had taken over the experi-

ment when Erickson died.  “I believe the reason for volunteering was 

because you felt progress was too slow,” he said, “well you’ll find that 

things have changed all right but whether you call it progress I don’t 

know.” 

 This was the first indication that perhaps all hadn’t gone as 

I’d supposed it would.  The doctor lent me his car but I didn’t have to 

worry about driving; I picked my destination and pushed the button.  

I was on my way back to the Pemberton Valley where I had grown up 

fifty years earlier.  I thought that if I couldn’t drive at least I could 

enjoy the scenery, but I was wrong there.  Harsh logging methods had 

stripped the mountains of their trees and the miles and miles of bare 

rock grew depressing.  As I neared the valley I noted with relief that 

some reforesting had been done.  The hills were green even if they were covered only with ten foot seedlings.  The town of 

Pemberton had shrunk to about fifty people; that’s all were needed to farm the forty mile potato field.  It was Sunday and 

the men were off work so I managed to get into a conversation with the farm manager, a Mr. Ronayne.  “How’s the old trail 

up to Goat Meadows?” I asked him.  “I want to go camping”. 

 “You may be going camping,” he said, “but not there, we dammed the creek for electricity and the meadow forms the 

reservoir which holds the water.  If you want to go camping, why not go to Tenquille?” 

 Tenquille, it turned out, was a dude ranch and I didn’t hike in by trail.  I drove in by the four lane highway.  As I sat 

watching a pop bottle bobbing in the now misty waters of the lake, I asked myself a question; 

“IS THIS REALLY PROGRESS?’ 

Tenquille Falls 
p95.3 


