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#1 One Mile Lake 
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#5 British American/Gulf Station 

#6 R.C.M.P. and Diking District 

Office 

#7 Village Works Building 

#1 One Mile Lake:  In the 1950’s local community 

members constructed a hand hewn bridge to replace the 

existing bridge that was rotten.  This allowed rudimentary 

access south on the old Pemberton Trail route.  An actual 

highway south was finally completed in 1965. 

#2 Pemberton Co-op Building:  [Animal 

Barn].  Early in 1941, a group of farmers and 

businessmen formed the Pemberton and District Co-

operative Association with the object of obtaining 

feed and supplies more cheaply.  Starting in a very 

small way, with a working capital of $500 borrowed 

from its members, the Co-op opened a small store but 

its main business centered on a warehouse built near 

the railway tracks.  The Co-op served a useful 

purpose as a shipping agent and supplier at a time 

when transportation was difficult and phone service 

unreliable.  The road to Vancouver, in 1966, finally 

put an end to the Co-op: produce could be shipped 

direct and sacks, feed, fertilizer and other farm 

needs delivered to the farmer’s gate from mainland 

suppliers. 



#3 Pemberton Hotel:  About 1914, when the 

Pacific Great Eastern station had been located 

near the existing station site, Bob McLauchlan  

built the shell of the original section of the 

present Pemberton Hotel.  This fair-sized shell of 

a building had no partitions, and only a pot-

bellied stove to keep it warm.  Later on in the 

1940’s, a lean to addition which served as the 

men’s section of the beer parlour, and a large 

storage shed built in 1948.  the owner’s family 

lived in the upper rooms of the hotel, dined in 

the kitchen and used the lobby as a living room.  

Some of the bedrooms had running water, but 

the only bathrooms were on the main floor, and 

used by the customers during open hours.  The 

bar parlour was divided into “men only” and 

“ladies and escorts”.  On busy nights the tables 

from the mixed side overflowed into the men’s 

section; on Friday pay night often the reverse.  

On weekday afternoons the place was so quiet 

that the owner would call a round on the house!” 

#4 Pemberton Trail head: [Pioneer Park]  

Near this park was the original trail head for the 

Pemberton Trail. In 1881, four years after 

completing a very rough route, the provincial 

government spent $400 on its maintenance, but with 

years of neglect after that expenditure, the 

windfalls, slides and rotting bridges discouraged 

most travelers from using it.  Then in 1891, the 

government allocated $1000 for road works and 

local residents requested that the money be 

allocated to the Pemberton Trail to ensure southern 

access to Squamish.  A.P. Barnfield, one of nine men 

who completed the upgrade vividly remembers the 

trail, “It was a heartbreaker, built so that it climbed 

up and down most of the ridges between 

Pemberton and Squamish.”  Travel by this trail was 

not for weaklings.  Bert Perkins once set out on foot 

to race a horse and rider from Pemberton to 

Squamish.  Given a two hour start, Perkins reached 

Squamish on the day he left home and then, the 

story goes, played a mouth organ all night at a 

dance.  The horseman, William Hamill, arrived at 

his destination on the afternoon of the second day.  

Another man forced his horse to cover the same 

distance in one day.  That horse died. 

#5 British American Oil/Gulf Station 

[Black’s Hotwheels]:  Originally built in 

1950’s, it was called the B.A. Station and later 

the Gulf Station, operated by Dick Webb. He 

had a Dodge power wagon 4 x 4 tow truck.  He 

used to compete with the PX garage’s 4x4 

International.  He sold gas from a single pump 

and did minor repairs and tires in the back shop.  

He closed down the business in the early 1970’s.  

Soon after, Ken Sangster moved in and opened 

up a tire repair service to accommodate the 

many logging trucks that were hauling out of the 

district.  Over 200 loads of logs a day were 

leaving Pemberton until the early 1990’s.  

Sangster’s business branched out into mufflers, 

brakes and other services for cars and trucks.  

The current owner operator is Steven Black. 



#6 RCMP Office & Pemberton Diking 

District Office:  The Pemberton and District 

Diking Commission was officially formed in 1947 to 

oversee land reclamation projects in the Pemberton 

Valley carried out in partnership with the federal 

and provincial governments.  This building was the 

first municipal office.   

In 1950, the R.C.M.P. took over from the provincial 

police.  Before long the increase in population made 

more frequent and longer visits necessary.  The 

policeman would rent the top floor of the hotel for 

several days, using it as his office and covering the 

area in a hired car.  Anyone arrested was confined 

overnight behind the hotel in the Pemberton Valley 

Diking District  office.   The duties of the part time 

guard included opening the small cell to allow the 

prisoner to use the toilet, and when one “criminal” 

decided that he had enough confinement he simply 

walked out the door, while the guard, and ex-

soldier from World War 1 gave chase and yelled, 

“Halt, in the name of the Queen!”.    

When Signal Hill Elementary school was being built 

the building was used as a school room, while the 

back room continued to be used as a jail. In 1961 

the R.C. M.P. detachment was finally opened on 

Prospect St. and the new elementary school opened 

in1963. 

#7  Village Works Building.  This building was 

originally the water reservoir for the steamer trains 

that rolled through the valley beginning in 1914.  The 

concrete reservoir now serves as the lower level and 

foundation for the Village Works Building. 

#8  Pemberton and District Museum & 

Archives.  Take a step back in time and explore 

the Pioneer Village.  Learn about Port Pemberton’s 

early days as a stopping point along the historic 

Harrison-Lillooet Lake Gold Rush trail of 1858.  

Three Heritage houses and artifacts dating from the 

1860’s to the 1950’s can be seen at the site. 

#9  Patenaude’s Corner – Agerton.   

In the years leading up to the coming of the rail, 

there was much speculation as to the actual 

route the rail would take.  Many assumed the 

rail would travel up the Pemberton Valley and 

subsequently settled along what was believed to 

be the eventual rail route.  Agerton, was a 

planned townsite in 1911 as per a subsidiary of 

the railway company, the Howe Sound & 

Northern Development Company.   In 1915, 

William C. Kiltz erected the building there now, 

plus the house and barn.  The building, the 

present Patenaude home, then housed the store 

and post-office.  Eventually, Joseph Taillefer, 

operated the Agerton store and post-office. A 

dis-advantage of the Agerton store site was that 

water had to be hauled to it.   In 1930, Taillefer 

chose a new site, close to the actual Pemberton 

rail station; the site now occupied by the drug 

store.  G.O. McLeod, built him a big new store 

with living quarters above.  This building burnt 

down in 1934. 

Still feel like walking?  From #9 take Colins Rd and 

Urdal Rd and Oak Street to get back into downtown 

area. 


