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MUSEUM OPENING MAY 25th—BOOK YOUR VISIT IN ADVANCE 

 The Museum will open May 25th!  However, visits will be by appoint-
ment only.  We are hopeful this is a temporary measure and that we will be 
able to accommodate walk up visitors come summer time.  If you want to 
come by just give us a call or email us and we will let you know if you can en-
ter the site or we’ll give you a time to drop by.   At this time occupancy will be 
limited to 25 people on site, at any time, including staff. Each building will 
have a posted occupancy limit and all visitors will be guided by staff through 
the site.  As per the current health orders mask wearing is mandatory in all 
public spaces from ages 2 and up so this will include all indoor spaces at the 
museum.  Admission is still by donation (suggested $2 per person). 
 DON’T WAIT AT THE GATE—call or email us to book your visit.  We 
can likely accommodate your request immediately during the week—book 
before Friday for weekend visits until June 20th.  You can reach us at 604
-894-5504 or info@pembertonmuseum.org.  We look forward to seeing 
you this season. 

Videomaster
  VISITING HOURS
MON-SAT 10AM - 5PM
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Museum News 
CERIP GRANT RECIEVED 
 We are thrilled to announce the museum was successful in its request for funding for the Pemberton 
Station School and John Arn Cabin project from the Community Economic Recovery Infrastructure Program 
(CERIP) Unique Heritage Infrastructure stream. The museum was awarded $127,844 in funding for the project 
which sees the development of much needed educational programming, exhibit and collection storage space at 
the Pemberton Museum. The project sees the reconstruction and rehabilitation of two historic buildings at the 
museum site.  The Pemberton Station School was built in 1929 and is a one room school.  The John Arn cabin 
was built in 1907 and is a pioneer homestead.  This project results in cultural space for heritage, arts and com-
munity group use into the future, completing the Pioneer Village originally conceived in 1982 by the museum 
founders . 
 This announcement is part of BC’s $10 billion COVID response, which includes the Stronger BC for Eve-
ryone recovery plan —a plan that protects people’s health and livelihoods while supporting businesses and 
communities —and the Community Economic Recovery Infrastructure Program (CERIP). “We could not be 
happier to have this recognition and support from the Province,” says Paul Gravett, executive director of Herit-
age BC. “Through this funding program, the Province not only provided the largest one-time infusion of funds 
into the heritage sector, but it also recognized the importance and potential of heritage infrastructure and its 
place in our province’s economic picture.”  
 The museum’s project was a great fit for this program as Brenda McLeod, President of the Museum Soci-
ety recently explained to the Pemberton Valley Utilities and Service Committee when explaining the museum’s 
plans.  She explained, “like other museums in Canada, the Pemberton Museum remained closed to the public 
throughout 2020 due to COVID restrictions.  The closure has resulted in loss of revenue for the museum, as 
well as delays in moving forward with the School House and Arn Cabin projects. It has been a challenge to fol-
low our master plan as we navigate through COVID. The Pemberton Museum Board plans to revise its master 
plan in 2021 to better reflect the changed approach to providing museum service to our community; putting 
emphasis on online access to collections and museum programming.  The Museum’s 2 major capital projects; 
restoration of the School house and the John Arn cabin have been delayed due to the challenges of COVID how-
ever, we are moving forward now, weather permitting”.   
 This project directly supports downtown businesses, tourist attractions and local visitors.  The society 
believes that getting the museum open to the public with the addition of these two buildings in 2021-2022 
helps with economic and social recovery in the district through the pandemic.  

AGM DEFERRED TO JULY 
 The trustees have chosen to defer the AGM to JULY 9th  in the hopes we may be able to meet in person 
by this time.  We will move to a teleconference format if required to conduct the AGM. 
 At the AGM we will elect 4 trustees this year for a 2 year term.  If you are interested in becoming a di-
rector please contact us .  Memberships are due at the AGM prior to the election.  info@pembertonmuseum.org 
 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP COUNTS MORE THAN EVER 
 Annual memberships  are now due.  Help us demonstrate community support when we 
apply for grants.  Individual memberships are $15, families are $20.  Keep up to date with histor-
ical happenings and  contribute to the preservation of Pemberton and District history by becom-
ing a member.  We can provide charitable receipts for cash and in-kind donations.   Pay by  e-
transfer to info@pembertonmuseum.org or by cheque to Box 267, Pemberton, BC V0N 
2L0. 
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COMPUTER UPGRADES 
 A year ago the museum suffered a ransomware attack and we realized our computer system from 2013 was get-
ting seriously outdated.  James Dunnigan from Ctrl Alt Delete reached out at that time, however we didn’t have any funds 
for a complete overhaul so we limped through the season.  The SLRD capital contribution last season and the emergency 
funding from Heritage Canada last summer has helped to fund this work .  Over the winter season Ctrl Alt Delete IT Ser-
vices upgraded and refreshed the hardware which included some new workstations, refurbishment of existing computers 
and a new NAS  (Networked Attached Storage).  We also upgraded our internet to Telus Fibre and Ctrl Alt Delete IT Ser-
vices helped us navigate solutions to some of our most vexing issues.  [In fact, the printer almost took a free flight out of 
an upper story window last month but cooler heads eventually prevailed thanks to Roz].  This month we will be switching 
our email service and installing a wi-fi antenna to boost our connectivity on the site.  Additional security cameras are also 
installed to help staff see activity on site during the day and to record any overnight intruders (racoons included).    The 
Public Access computer was upgraded to enable independent archival research requests and the museums 1st computer 
purchased in 2006 was finally retired (R.I.P.) We’re very pleased with the upgrades and appreciate the support from 
James Dunnigan and crew. 
 Very special thanks to Robert Valcourt who helped us through our computer dark ages period and for all his re-
mote (from Ottawa ON) expert volunteer help since the system was installed in 2013.  Special thanks to Fire Chief Robert 
Grossman who just happened to have a disk we could use to recover the ransom attacked computer last year.  Proof that 
it takes a Village to raise a computer system. 

MUSEUM OPEN FOR ARTIFACT/ARCHIVAL DONATIONS 
 Though the museum exhibits were closed through the pandemic we continue to collect artifacts and archival ma-

terials associated with the human history of Pemberton & District.  If you have items to donate please contact us to make 

an appointment with staff.  A gift form will be provided for your signature and the whole process shouldn’t take more 

than 15 minutes (depending on the number of items being donated). 

MUSEUM OPEN FOR RESEARCH AND REPRODUCTIONS 
 The museum continues to support research and reproductions of archival materials and we have handled many 

requests this past year.  You can submit a request through our website or by phone/email.   

WEBSITE UPGRADES DEFERRED TO FALL 
 Plans to migrate the museum website to WordPress have been deferred until fall.  Custom Fit Communications 
have been contracted for this upgrade and have provided great service to the museum since the website was first 
launched in 2009.  Migrating to the Word Press platform will provide the website with more stability over the long run 
and will be easier to upgrade and adapt as the internet and the applications used continue to evolve.  The board deter-
mined that with all the activity pending this spring that this project would be better managed over the winter of 2021-
2022. Custom Fit was fine with deferring the project until later in 2021.  Emergency funding from Heritage Canada re-
ceived last year will be funding his work along with our request for capital reserves in 2021 for this technology upgrade 
that is needed for the museum to continue to provide public access to our collections online. 

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
 April 28th saw our bi-annual visit from Jeff Westlake at the VOP who turned the water on.  We want to report that 
as always, we held our breath when he turned the key but the toilet did not leak and the new hot water tank installed last 
season did not blow a gasket.  The system held up over the winter and will continue to provide washroom services for 
another season.  For those familiar with the outdoor washroom, you know that this is no small miracle.  Having hot water 
available is even more miraculous. 
 The historic structures also wintered well and there were no signs of squatters, vermin or damage over the win-
ter season.  Staff are busy preparing the site for re-opening after a long period of closure but the site and structures have 
proved to be sound and ready for the upcoming season. 
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Museum News 
WELCOME BACK TERESA SMITH 
 After spending 2020 tucked safely away, Teresa has returned to the Museum in her role of Museum 
Supervisor. Having the opportunity to upgrade her education she returns to us with a collection of University 
of Victoria parchments. She is looking forward to the re-engagement with the community and the new muse-
um programming that will come with the “new” Pemberton Station School and John Arn Cabin.  
 The museum is fortunate to have Teresa return after the past year and a half in school with other mu-
seum professionals who are all trying to navigate COVID protocols. She will be a tremendous asset to the mu-
seum this season.  The board and staff of the museum extend heartfelt congratulations to her on her gradua-
tion from the Cultural Resource Management, Collections Management, and Visitor and Community Engage-
ment Programs and the high grades received for her efforts. 
 Teresa has a rare talent of finding the fun in history and her passion for local history is an inspiration 
to everyone who has worked with her.  She also has a great ability to coordinate school groups and to create a 
fun and safe experience for children visiting the site. 

VISITOR SERVICES LEAD POSITION 
 This is a new position in 2021 that will assist with management of Visitor Services at the museum this 
summer.  The position will coordinate and manage visitor bookings and support the Museum Guides.  They 
will assist with enhancing the Visitor Experience and delivering guided tours and activities for individuals 
and groups.  They will assist with implementing COVID protocols and managing daily occupancy. 
 The museum will post this new position in May and hope to have the individual in place by early June.   
If you are passionate about local history and visitor services this will be the perfect position for you.   
Interested?  Contact us at info@pembertonmuseum.org  

SUMMER STUDENTS  
 Savannah Mc Kinney-Lincks will be assisting with yard work and cleaning this spring as we prepare to 
open the museum later on in May. 
 Jessica Hill will start working part-time to help the Curator with collection management work and she 
also likes to help outside around the site whenever she can.  
 The museum was successful in their application to the YCW program for two summer students—a 
Collection Coordinator and a Museum Guide.  Applicants  need to be a Canadian citizen or a permanent resi-
dent, or have refugee status in Canada (Note: Non-Canadian students holding temporary work visas or await-
ing permanent status are not eligible), be legally entitled to work in Canada, be between 16 -30 years of age 
and are a full-time student planning to return to school full-time in the fall. 
Our application with Canada Summer Jobs for a Multimedia Designer and another Museum Guide was also 
successful.   This grant supports Canadian youth under 30 years of age and you do not have to be a student 
enrolled in school to apply to these positions. 
 The positions are funded through these grant programs which were topped up this year as youth were 
identified as a group requiring support to develop work skills and to gain employment through the pandemic. 
 This will be the largest summer student crew the museum has hired and the students will be a key 
component to our museum operations this season as we navigate the COVID restrictions.   Jobs will be posted 
in late May with interviews and hiring decisions in June.  We will advertise in local media and online. 
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Museum News 
SCHOOL & CABIN PROJECT UPDATE 
 As per the terms of the CERIP grant received the museum invited a tender for the project and this was 
advertised in Pique Newsmagazine in March.  There were a few enquiries but only one bid was received  by 
the deadline from McLeod Construction Ltd.  A contract for the works was approved on April 28th.   As you 
may have heard, building material prices have jumped greatly since the project budget was first developed.  
The strategy is to purchase materials in advance to store on site until construction can begin later this spring.  
The board has also broken the project down into priorities so decisions can be made on elements to defer as 
required to meet the budget which is set at $280,000. 
 A geo-technical report is required for the engineered foundations and this will be completed in May/
June along with a renewal of the Building Permit.  Construction of foundations are planned after the geo-
technical report is received followed by structural construction of the school house.  We are planning that the 
school house will be completed first so it can be utilized by school groups in the fall, however there are many 
factors between now and then to manage to make this a reality. 
 The John Arn Cabin will be disassembled and moved to the site and the roof will be reconstructed to 
meet engineering requirements for public spaces.  This space will be used to display the history of agriculture 
and staff are beginning to identify artifacts and stories appropriate for this space.  If you have images or arti-
facts associated with agricultural history in Pemberton & District please reach out as you may have something 
that would be a perfect fit for this exhibit. 
 Foundation holes were dug in the fall which is why there are currently piles of sand and rock on the 
site.  Once the geo-technical report is completed work on the foundations can continue and the piles of gravel 
will be used in the site prep for the foundations.  
 The society is grateful for all the support over the last five years to make this project a reality and are 
excited to see the work begin this spring.  Many thanks to our funders and to the citizens of Pemberton & Dis-
trict. 
 

FINANCES 
 The museum presented to the PVUS committee in February and the request for an increase was not 
approved at this time.  The museum will receive the same requisition amount as 2020 of $119,000 however 
we anticipate increased costs due to staffing, PPE and operating expense increases this year, as we prepare to 
reopen to the public this season.  The operating budget is tight and staff will work diligently to control ex-
penses this season to ensure we meet the budget targets come the end of the season. 
 The SLRD has provided a contingency of $20,600 for the School & Cabin project as requested last Au-
gust from the Amenity Fund.  The CERIP grant required local government support on 10% contingency on the 
construction costs.  The society is grateful for the monies received as the project budget will be challenging to 
meet as building costs continue to rise. 
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From the Archives 
Susan Cosulich donated her personal copy of the “PSS Literary Magazine” published 1965 to 1970 and featur-
ing stories by local PSS students.  We are re-publishing some of the stories in the newsletter this season for 
your reading enjoyment. 
 
Senior- 1969- Third         Russel James 
 

     ADVENTURE IN EARLY SPRING 
  
 It was early spring. The sun was shining, melting the last of the snow in the mountains and in turn this 
melting snow turned the river into a raging torrent. I and Andrew were walking along side the ditch that 
leads to the dirty, grey river when we both saw an old log. Half submerged in the water and we got the same 
idea, that we should make a raft. We found boards, small logs and nails to make an outrigger to keep the log 
balanced and we found a large, flat board which we could use as a steering paddle at the back of the old, rot-
ten, buoyant log. After we finished preparing it we carried out the hardest part of our plan, pushing the log 
into the water. 
 After about an hour of grunting and growling (for we were the never-giving-up kind), we finally got 
our craft into the water, but we had to make repairs. After we rolled the raft into the water we found our out-
riggers were almost off and our steering paddle right off. We found some thin rails on a nearby fence and 
used these for paddles. 
 We got on our raft and I elected myself to steer the craft and Andrew to do the paddling until we 
reached the place where the slough meets the river. When we were about twenty-five yards away from the 
river, we got stuck on a little sand bump and we pushed and grunted to get us off and I guess we pushed a lit-
tle too hard because the raft surged forward into the swollen river. We tried to get it back, but no progress 

was made so we 
fought to bring the 
craft to the nearer 
side of the river. 
About a hundred 
yards down, our 
outriggers came off 
and not too long 
after, with too much 
pressure exerted on 
one side, our steer-
ing paddle came off. 
I told Andrew to get 
up front as far as 
possible, with me at 
the back to try to 
bring the log to the 
shore. 
  

 After about a half hour of paddling with the thin rails, we finally got within ten feet of the shore and we 
made a grab for some over-hanging branches. They were strong enough to hold us up. When we got on shore 
we started laughing our heads off because we had thought it was the end of our mischievousness. I say as long 
as you are alive there is still a chance to live if you never give up.  

Rafting Group 1922:  Lynn, "Bussie" and Dick Green, Margaret Ronayne, Billy  
and Leonard Fowler, James Punch.  p52.48 


