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Grace Gordon-Collins donation of Walker horse carriage 

 LOST DONATION IS FOUND 
 Many years ago staff discovered mention of a donation of a horse 

carriage to the museum from Grace Gordon-Collins.  However, the carriage 

was not part of the collection and it was assumed the donor had changed 

their mind.  Imagine our delight when Grace contacted the museum this 

month to enquire if we still wanted the carriage!  The museum was to or-

ganize pick up of the item when it was donated in the early 2000s however 

this failed to take place.  So the carriage sat, in a small barn on the proper-

ty, and was wheeled out from time to time for photographs, weddings and 

special events.  The carriage was purchased at the Walker farm estate auc-

tion.  George Walker donated many items to the museum collection and 

was fond of  picking through the ruins of Port Pemberton and [cont’d pg. 2] 
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 LOST & FOUND CONTINUED 
other stopping houses along the gold rush trail of the 1860s.  George used a metal detector and local lore to un-
earth some excellent artifacts from this long lost era.  Thanks to George’s collecting efforts the museum has 
some authentic artifacts from this period and many are in good to excellent condition.  We believe he stored 
many of these local treasures in his barn over the years which is why they remained in such good condition. 
 The horse carriage is a two seat runabout.  A runabout is a light, open, horse-drawn vehicle with four 
large wheels. Similar to a buggy, the runabout was used for informal, utilitarian travel or "running about" on 
errands.  Runabouts could be either fancy or plain, but not encumbered with fenders, heavy tops or optional 
accessories that added weight.  
 The museum is thankful this lost donation has been found and appreciate  the donation from the Gor-
don-Collins family that ensures the wagon can be re-associated with the rest of the Walker collection at the 
museum. 
 The wagon will be placed in the new machine shed building.  We will need to move some equipment 
around to accomplish this and plan to have the wagon moved and on site at the museum by Labour Day. 
 Thank you Grace! 

AGM RESULTS AUG 12TH 
 The museum held it’s annual general meeting on Wednesday August 12th 2020. Brenda 
McLeod presented the President’s report and spoke about the prior year’s successes and the challeng-
es in the year ahead.  She encouraged the board and staff to keep up the good efforts in these uncer-
tain times. 
 Monique Midgley presented the financial results for the year and the museum remains in a 
good financial position  Three trustees were re-elected for a two year term.  
 Sadly, Rolande Midgley announced her resignation 
from the board but Clara Ronayne was nominated and ac-
claimed.  Please join us in welcoming Clara to the board. 
 The board of trustees for 2020 are:  Brenda 
McLeod, Judy McNolty, Monique Midgley, Carmen 
Praine, Betty Mercer, Fran Cuthbert and Clara 
Ronayne.  
 Members and staff gathered for a physically dis-
tanced social after the AGM and enjoyed  some tea and 
coffee.  A regular meeting soon followed and things almost 
seemed like normal….almost. 
 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP COUNTS MORE THAN EVER 
 Annual memberships  demonstrate community support when we apply for 
grants.  Individual memberships are $15, families are $20.  Keep up to date with his-
torical happenings and  contribute to the preservation of Pemberton and District his-
tory by becoming a member.  We can provide charitable receipts for cash and in-kind 
donations.   Pay by  e-transfer to 
info@pembertonmuseum.org or by cheque to Box 267, Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0. 
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VIRTUAL SCAVENGER HUNTS ONLINE 
 Many years ago, David Steers, a local photographer, donated high resolution images of some of the 
historic house interiors.  These spaces are incredibly difficult to photograph due to the low light and deep 
shadows in the corners of the rooms.  David used his professional photographer skills and photo editing 
software to bring the interiors to life and we have used these images for museum promotion over the 
years.  However, this season we decided to use them for a fun online activity.  The images are busy with ar-
tifacts and are also brightly coloured images.  We invite you in to find some items in the pictures and have 
the activity available for each house in Easy, Intermediate and Difficult.   In some cases you may have to 
zoom in to find the harder to find items. 
 Dylan Leo, the Program Coordinator has taken this project on and is now taking high resolution im-
ages of new exhibit spaces developed since David took those images years ago.  He decided the General 
Store was a busy place and spent time getting clear high resolution images of the exhibits here.  After tak-
ing the image with an SLR camera Dylan uses photo editing software to improve the lighting and contrast.  
Once he has a good high resolution image he identifies items in the image for others to find.  The museum 
hopes these will provide enjoyment for online users and will be a tool teacher’s can use with children to 
illustrate Pioneer Life. 
 Check them out on our Events & Program page on the website or on Facebook and enjoy! 
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PEMBERTON STN SCHOOLHOUSE AND JOHN ARN CABIN PROJECT UPDATE 
 The museum submitted an Enabling Accessibility Grant (EAF) for a ramp and accessible entrance/exit 
to the School building.  The museum planned to add a ramp alongside the south side of the building with an 
additional entrance so this grant opportunity was a great fit for the project.  The costs were determined by a 
flat rate determined by EAF for ramps and entrances and were set at $30,000. 
 In September, staff will be applying for a Rural and Northern Communities Infrastructure grant for 
construction costs associated with the new building for $28,000.  This will close the remaining gap in funding. 
 Both of the above grants require a contingency on the building project overall so this was increased to 
10% of the estimated construction costs at $20,600.  The museum is requesting SLRD Amenity Funds in 2021 
for this contingency requirement and our request will be considered at the Aug 26th meeting. 
 We await the issue of a building permit and continue to move forward with the project. 

MUSEUM ASSITANCE PROGRAM EMERGENCY FUNDING 
 Emergency funding was provided to small and medium sized museums this summer through the Museum 
Assistance Program of Heritage Canada.  The museum previously received funding through this program for col-
lection work accomplished in the 2013 season that was necessary for long term preservation of the equipment 
collection.  A MAP representative reached out the museum to clarify the grant priorities and eligibility of the mu-
seum.  Staff were encouraged to apply soon and instructed on the application process (6-8 weeks processing 
time).  The museum applied for $12,000 which was determined by operating expenses in 2019 and these monies 
will be applied to badly needed computer upgrades and a website upgrade.  As reported in May the museum com-
puter system was off-line for a the month of March due to a malicious virus.  The museum has digitized 1000s of 
photographs, artifact condition images, archival document scans since acquiring computers and scanners in the 
early 2000s and this digital collection is a valuable resource for research.  In these COVID times it is also crucial 
for the museum to have an online presence and to provide online public access to the collection on a year round 
basis.  We’re thankful this funding was provided through Heritage Canada and know it will help many museums. 

Looking for a GOOD READ? 
 

Pemberton: History of a Settlement by 
Fougberg, Decker and Ronayne. 

 
ONLY $20 + $10 
Shipping within 

Canada 
 

If you are a local 
resident we can 

drop it off to you. 
 

GET IT NOW 
WHILE SUPPLIES 

LAST!!! 

The site plan submitted for building permit in June 
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FLYBACK FRIDAYS 

 Flyback Friday’s are back - a glimpse into Pemberton’s past every Friday! This season we will bring 
you stories and videos from Tea & Tales and our video archives over the last decade that highlight Pioneer life 
and the resiliency of early settlers and First Nations.  We will also share videos and stories that show how lo-
cal residents have responded to emergencies and challenges in the past, illustrating the power of community 
ties through all kinds of difficulties – yesterday and today. Here’s a list of the stories so far.  Thanks to every-
one for their likes and shares of this content! 
 

Friday July 03rd  This week we featured an excerpt from an interview with Milt Fernandez in 2010. In this 
excerpt Milt remembers how he got involved in emergency services in Pemberton, the 1984 flood response 
and delivering lots of babies.  
 
Friday July 10th: This week we featured an edited version of television news footage collected through the 
2003 flood event in Pemberton and Mt. Currie.  In 2003 a significant rain event occurred leading to significant 
flooding in the southern end of the Pemberton Valley and leading to a major bridge washout on Hwy 99 at 
Rutherford Creek. Weather forecasters said a rainstorm like this occurs once in a century. Environment Cana-
da's David Jones said the region had between 200 and 350 millimeters of rain during the storm. Squamish 
saw 325 millimeters, which is 15 per cent of the town's normal rainfall in a year, said Jones. The news stories 
and footage were donated by Howard Mah.  
 
Friday July 17th: This week we featured an excerpt  from Tea & Tales where Dr. Anne Crowley talks about 
Pemberton's first dentist, Sigrid Gimse, who provided dentistry services to people in Pemberton, Mt. Currie 
and Lillooet after emigrating in the 1920s.  
 
Friday July 24th:  This is an excerpt from an interview with Bob Menzel in 2011.  In this excerpt Bob Menzel 
explains the difference between modern and old style traps and how they have evolved. Bob also talks about 
traditional trapping territories.   
 
If you or someone you know can’t access this online content please contact us.  894-5504 

SUBMIT YOUR TIME CAPSULE ITEMS FOR THE FUTURE 
[info@pembertonmuseum.org] 

 The Museum is a community time capsule.  We have been 
keeping stuff safe for later since 1982.  We encourage you to send 
us a keepsake from these times for later residents to ponder.  Time 
capsules allow us to step back from our complex and often over-
whelming present to sketch its essential outlines. 
 We accept three dimensional artifacts, photographs, writ-
ings, electronic files (.pdf, high resolution ,jpeg) and art.  Here are 
some ideas to get you started: 
Who are you? Name, age, address.  What are you donating?  Why 
did you want to donate it?  What are you finding strange about 
these times?  How has COVID impacted you or your family?  What 
are you thankful for?  What are your hopes for the future?  What do 
you want future residents to know about these times in Pemberton? 
 Our email is always open -  info@pembertonmuseum.org Village of Pemberton  messaging in  August  

for Phase 3  
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From the Archives 
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 

 Carol Morphy, who has spent many seasons with the museum’s newspaper clipping collection, suggest-

ed some newspaper clippings that may be of interest to our readers.  These were donated by Eric Anderson in 

2018.  The clippings are from The Vancouver Daily World, October 26th, 1918 (Spanish Flu) and February, 

1920 (land for sale). 


