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Health Care Centre 1958 Much labor was volunteer. In charge of construction was E. Hellevang. 
The building has been moved slightly and now houses theTeen Centre.  For many years it was the Library  

 CLOSED BUT STILL AWESOME 
 Throughout the museum’s COVID-19 closure we will be adding new 

content to our website every week.  Sign up for our Online Newsletter to 

keep up with historical happenings.  Explore our video archives and stay 

tuned for more online activities and content in the weeks to come. 

www.pembertonmuseum.org 

Stay Calm, Stay Safe, Be Kind 

The museum will not open to the general public this season (i.e. gates wide 
open) however individuals can visit by appointment for research or repro-
ductions.  Staff will not be setting up the exhibits in the historic houses and 

the exhibits will remain closed to the public for the season due to  [pg. 2] 
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 CLOSED FOR AWHILE cont’d 
challenges sanitizing exhibit spaces. without damaging the items on display  The museum will require more 
(adult) staffing in terms of supervision and monitoring of the site if we are to open to the general public again.   
The museum has always had students on site to assist visitors however the students will need more support 
during these times if they are also playing a museum security role.   The reduced labour plan this season will 
mean some revenues from the annual requisition will be pushed into the 2021 season staffing plan so the mu-
seum can open its doors to the public again.  Sadly the days of wandering the museum alone and unhindered 
by staff are over until the risks associated with the pandemic ends.  Every visitor will need to be monitored as 
there are 1000s of points of contact on the site. 
 Acquisitions: We will now be accepting donations to the archives and object collections.  If you have a 
piece of local history to donate please contact us to set up an appointment.  894-5504, in-
fo@pembertonmuseum.org 
 Rentals:  We are still not issuing any temporary use permits to private individuals or groups for the use 
of the site through the 2020 closure.   
 Staffing:  Staffing has been reduced through the closure as the site is closed to the public.  The Curator 
and a part-time Collection coordinator will work part-time through the closure to attend to the site and to look 
after the collection and administration of the society.   Students and youth that worked for the museum in 2019 
have been contacted and part-time casual work has been offered to these individuals for the season.   
The museum has updated its Health & Safety plan to include COVID-19 procedures and we purchased individu-
al employees face masks designed and sewn by Betty Mercer.  Thanks Betty! 

AGM DEFERRED TO WED AUGUST 12th 
 The trustees have chosen to defer the AGM to August 12th in the hopes we may be able to meet in per-
son by this time.  We will move to a teleconference format if required to conduct the AGM. 
 At the AGM we will elect 3 trustees this year for a 2 year term.  If you are interested in becoming a di-
rector please contact us .  Memberships are due at the AGM prior to the election.  info@pembertonmuseum.org 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP COUNTS MORE THAN EVER 
 Annual memberships  demonstrate community support when we apply for grants.  Indi-
vidual memberships are $15, families are $20.  Keep up to date with historical happenings and  
contribute to the preservation of Pemberton and District history by becoming a member.  We 
can provide charitable receipts for cash and in-kind donations.   Pay by  e-transfer to 
info@pembertonmuseum.org or by cheque to Box 267, Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0. 
Thanks to everyone who has renewed so far and for the generous donations received. 

CANADA SUMMER JOBS FUNDING 
 The museum’s application for two positions was successful and we will be hiring two youth under 30.  
We have begun recruiting internally from the pool of staff that worked for the museum last season and will 
post externally if we can’t fill the positions internally.  We will be hiring a Digital Content Creator and a Pro-
gram & Promotions Coordinator.  Both positions will directly support our online content this season. 
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MEDICAL SERVICES IN THE EARLY YEARS 
 Ada (Granny) Taylor was a registered nurse and mid-
wife who arrived in 1920 and operated a Red Cross outpost 
first aid station in Pemberton.  Prior to Granny Taylor people 
doctored themselves or took a long cold railway ride to the city.  
Sally Purden was the public health nurse for Mt. Currie from 
1936-1971 and she held monthly clinics.  In 1940 the Public 
Health Service began sending nurses to Pemberton for 1-2 days 
a month.  Early doctor’s included Dr. Newcombe of the P.G.E. 
railway and Dr. Paul of Squamish.  In 1948 Dr. Kindree began 
regular monthly trips to Mt. Currie and was also the Public 
Health Officer at this time. 
 The building of the health centre in 1958 (a BC Centenni-
al project) provided a doctor’s office and Dr. Kindree and col-
leagues began making regular weekly visits.  In the early 1960’s 
Dr. Van Geyn became the first resident doctor and lived in a 
trailer near the clinic.  In 1969 Dr. Art Moody became the resi-
dent doctor and served the area for decades.  Leone Cosulich 
was the Public Health Nurse then and Bob Walker remembers 
some very lonely days on Highway 99 when he was driving 
school bus to Whistler.  He said Leone was often the only other 
car on t he road, navigating precarious logging bridges in a driv-
ing snowstorm, all by herself.   

Nurse Ada (Granny) Taylor p80.3 

1958 
1973 
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PEMBERTON STN SCHOOLHOUSE AND JOHN ARN CABIN PROJECT UPDATE 
 The project moves forward and this month saw some fussy details worked out in regards to the place-
ment of the buildings on the site.  The fence line along Meadows Road doesn’t actually follow the property 
line and we need to meet a 3 meter set back here.  It looks like a large enough site for a 434 sqft building 
however we had to get a little creative to squeeze it in here and there is less land here than what appears.  
Allie Shiell  (Landscape & Building Design) has been completing the drafts and the Curator has been checking 
dimensions on the site. 
 McLeod Building Works is still available for the project and we are aiming to start breaking ground 
this fall. 
 Heritage Canada is requesting another budget revision in June based on the results of the grants ap-
plied for including the BC Hydro Community Investment grant (February) and we still await feedback. 

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
 The museum washroom sewage pump has been repaired and there were smiles all around after the 
first flush of success.  The hot water tank required a permit and we applied for this and received it and the 
tank will go in very soon.  There will even be a tap on the outside of the building so staff can fill mop buckets 
when cleaning is required.  Redpoint Mechanical was on the scene and gave us a reasonable price for the 
works. 
 Monty Savage was called in to assist with some minor repairs and maintenance in May.  The office 
building front doors weren’t latching properly so closure hinges were installed.   Raccoons were discovered 
having a little party in the outdoor washroom attic.  Some direct shots with the garden hose broke things up 
and Monty sealed up the fascia along the eaves where they got in,  Monty also assisted with trimming of the 
yard, a bench repair and some lifting of heavy items….there is likely more but needless to say he was happy to 
hear the youth army would be back on site in June to assist the Curator with her endless lists. 

PARKING 
 The parking in front of the museum across from Expedition Station has changed to Parallel Only due to 
continual damage to the museum fence from trucks backing into it while parking here.  Thanks VOP! 
       GAS PUMP 
 Jay Drenka stopped by the fence to drop off a part for the Gas Pump that he found.  Thanks Jay! 

Looking for a GOOD READ? 
 

Pemberton: History of a 
Settlement by Fougberg, 

Decker and Ronayne. 
 

ONLY $20 + $10 Shipping 
within Canada 

 
If you are a local resident we 

can drop it off to you. 
 

Get it now while supplies last! 
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FLYBACK FRIDAYS 

 Flyback Friday’s are back - a glimpse into Pemberton’s past every Friday! This season we will bring 
you stories and videos from Tea & Tales and our video archives over the last decade that highlight Pioneer life 
and the resiliency of early settlers and First Nations.  We will also share videos and stories that show how lo-
cal residents have responded to emergencies and challenges in the past, illustrating the power of community 
ties through all kinds of difficulties – yesterday and today. Here’s a list of the stories so far. 
 

Friday May 08th: This week we featured an excerpt from an interview with Bill Fowler in 2003. The inter-
viewers were Jeanette Helmer and Helen Purden who recorded conversations with several local elders in 
2003.  In this excerpt Bill speaks about early prospecting and mines on local mountains. This story is a great 
example of the toughness of pioneers and the local First Nations as they explored the landscape.  Watch it on 
the website Blog. 
 
Friday May 13th: This week we featured an excerpt from an interview with Clifford Ronayne in 2003. The 
interviewers were Jeanette Helmer and Helen Purden who recorded conversations with several local elders in 
2003. In this excerpt Clifford talks about early farming, hiking and being born during the 1918 Spanish Flu.  
Watch it on the website Blog. 
 
Friday May 21st: This week we featured an excerpt from an interview with an excerpt from an interview 
with Mary (Molly) Ronayne in 2003.   In this excerpt Molly explains how she ended up in Pemberton, how she 
met Clifford, the challenges she faced living off the land and getting electricity.  Molly was a co-author of the 
book Pemberton: History of a Settlement along with Frances Decker and Margaret Fougberg.  Watch it on the 
website Blog. 
 
Friday May 29th: This is an excerpt from an interview with Margaret Lester in 2003.  The interviewers were 
Jeanette Helmer and Helen and George Purden.  Margaret was a famed basket maker in Mt. Currie B.C. [Lil'wat 
Nation]. In this excerpt Margaret demonstrates basket making, and remembers picking huckleberries, nurses 
and doctors in Mt. Currie and going to residential school in Mission B.C. Watch it on the website Blog. 
  
 If you or someone you know can’t access this online content please contact us.  We can burn DVD’s of 
video content and send to you if you wish to watch these programs. 
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PLEASE SEND US YOUR STORIES AND MUSINGS ABOUT LIFE IN PEMBERTON THROUGH THESE  
STRANGE TIMES [info@pembertonmuseum.org] 

 As a community museum we rely on contribu-
tions of artifacts and photographs from local resi-
dents.  You can contribute material in person or 
through email.  Please share bits and bites from these 
times with us… photos of COVID-19 signage (local), 
pandemic poems, strange times videos or audio re-
cordings, essays, paintings, carvings, photos of the big 
garden you planted (that now you have to water).  
History is always happening, please help us collect it! 
  

Village of Pemberton messaging in May/June 2020 
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MAY YOU LIVE IN INTERESTING TIMES 

Submitted by Carol Morphy 

 A commonly held factoid is that there is an ancient Chinese curse that says “May you live in interesting 
times”.  Who can argue that these are NOT interesting times?  Like it or not the world is experiencing significant 
upheaval in many different arenas.  We are fortunate that, as of yet, not much of it has filtered down to touch our 
little valley.  The notable exception to that statement is, of course, COVID 19. 
 In 1918 an unusually deadly influenza pandemic infected 500 million people (about 1/3 of the world popu-
lation at that time).  The death toll is estimated to have been between 17-50 MILLION people and possibly as high 
as 100 MILLION.  Fast forward 100 years, the estimated world population hovers around 7.8 billion and we are 
again faced with a deadly pandemic the likes of which we have never seen before.  
 As I have said before, life, as we live it today, is the history of tomorrow.  We may just be a small corner of 
the world, but we ARE being touched and we have a rare opportunity to chronicle an historic event as it happens. 
 Pemberton and District Museum and Archives Society welcomes your COVID stories.  What are your hard-
ships? What are you thankful for? What has touched your heart? What do you miss the most? Are you able to ac-
cess government assistance ? What is that experience like?  How is the whole “JUST STAY HOME” working for you? 
How are you coping with the new reality?  It’s all grist for the PDMAS mill. 

 

MY COVID STORY 
 I consider myself to be one of the most fortunate in this pandemic.  As a retired person my income does not 
depend on my employment.  I own my mobile home and while I do pay pad rental it does not even come close to 
what people are paying for mortgages and rental properties.  I have no debt hanging over my head accruing inter-
est and my only dependent is a cat.  I cannot imagine the stress and pressure most people are enduring without 
employment trying to maintain a roof over their heads, food on the table, kids to support.  
 First and foremost I think I would have to say I am thankful for the internet.  Information is travelling far 
faster than the pandemic. I have the information I need long before I need it and that gives me plenty of time to 
prepare.  I can’t help but think about how much worse it would be/could be without the internet and how it would 
stack up against the 1918 pandemic in regards to infection and mortality rates.  It also enables individuals with a 
need to access the whole community in a safe manner. 
 I am thankful that I live in such a small tight knit community.  It comforts me to know that we are all look-
ing out for each other and although COVID 19 has separated us physically it has strengthened the bonds between 
us. 
 I am thankful to be surrounded by wilderness and getting outside to enjoy a beautiful spring day does not 
mean I am confined to a small grassy place with hundreds of other people. 
 I appreciate our local service and business community who are doing their best to provide us with safe en-
vironments to carry on as normally as possible. 
 I have noticed an increase in the price and decrease in the availability of goods as the pandemic impacts 
various areas of North America and the world.  
 I am happy that we are entering phase 2 and some restrictions are being eased.  We all need a breather 

while we gird our loins in preparation for the second wave.   

The museum is thankful for Carol’s ferreting , sifting and organizing of the museum archives. 

LION’S SKI HILL & STAEHLI PARK HISTORY 
 Special thanks to Allen McEwan and Stew McNolty for their assistance with some research about the 
tow rope ski hill on the Benchlands.  This was a Lion’s project and Allen recalls it was challenged most sea-
sons due to climate.  Stew operated the tow rope.  They both remembered the location of the Fire Suppres-
sion Camp that is now named in honour of Al Staehli who was the head of  this camp for BC Forest Service. 


