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HELLO OLD FRIEND -  LEADER CYCLE MEMORIES 

 Earlier this month Carol Morphy, the museum’s resident Collection 
Coordinator, left a note in the office asking where the old trike came from 
that was downstairs. The students had recently cleaned and processed the 
old trike received from Greg Pierre in August.  When dropping his grand-
daughter Kaitlyn off for work one day, Greg decided to donate it to the muse-
um.  Here are Carol’s recollections of her own personal ties to this trike (or 
one just like it). 
 I caught sight of it out of the corner of my eye as I stumbled through 
the door in my usual early morning haze [for Carol this is usually before 
6am as she says it’s the only peace and quiet she can get in the museum 
office].  It didn’t even register on my conscious brain until I had been up-
stairs working for a couple of hours and all of a sudden the connection was 
made . . . the light bulb went on.    (Continued on pg.3) 
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Museum News 
 Halloween Fun was had by all at the museum on Saturday Oct 26th. This year’s Halloween event at the mu-
seum was a great success. The sun was out and so were the scary costumes!  We saw over 300 visitors and over 
$700 was raised through donations. The site was packed with kids and whole families wearing terrific costumes. 
The wieners and marshmallows were roasting while trolls and witch’s blood (coffee and hot coco) were keeping 
cold hands warm. The museum's volunteer bakers filled the table with sweet treats. The historic houses were cov-
ered in cob webs and scary decorations. Kids had a great time at the activity table. The scary maze scared many who 
were brave enough to go through it. The Spooky Schoolhouse gave everyone the chills. There were also other activi-
ties all around the site that kept the little ones busy.  
 We would like to thank Pemberton Valley Supermarket for sponsoring this event.  We also want to thank our 
helpers and volunteers. Brenda McLeod was our emcee for the costume and jack-o-lantern contests and kept every-
one in line with her school bell.  Fran Cuthbert, Monique Midgley, Betty Mercer and Shawn Wallace assisted with 
judging.  We appreciate all the effort everyone put into their costumes and jack-o-lanterns.  
 Fran was also our Scary Shopkeeper and helped register everyone for the contests.  Monique and Rolande 
Midgley helped keep the food table organized and made alot of hot coco.  Betty Mercer brought her world famous 
cookies and cupcakes. Annette Gordon and Ola Perkins brought some rat tail cupcakes (along with other good-
ies).  Teresa Smith, Rolande Midgley, Carmen Praine and Fran Cuthbert also brought Halloween treats for the table. 
Museum staff Teresa Smith, Kaitlyn Pierre, Dylan Leo and Savannah McKinney-Lincks and volunteers Lukas Joe and 
Chenille, helped to make the event run smoothly and were a great help with clean up at the end of the day. 
Thank you to everyone who came and for your enthusiasm for this event and see you next year! 
Jack O Lantern Winners: 1st: Hazel Jackson, 2nd: Tyler Olfert, 3rd: Jenifer Sorensen 
Costume Contest 2-5yr: 1st: Ivor McDowall - GFL Garbage Truck, 2nd: Hazel Jackson - Scary Elsa,  
    3rd: Max Dunbar - ATV Truck. 
Costume Contest 6-9yr: 1st: Paisley Struggles - Pickle, 2nd: Felix Geisler - Little Red Riding Hood,  
    3rd: Natalia Novotny - Unicorn 
Costume Contest 10-12 yr: 1st: Naomi McDermot, 2nd: Jalyon Walkerstalk 
Family Contest: 1st: Peterson Family - Magicians, 2nd: Hampshire family - Little Mermaid, 3rd: Paul Family - 
(Rockstar) Unicorns  
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HELLO OLD FRIEND CONT’D 
 There it sat in a shadowy corner on top of the processing table, waiting for what comes next.  Fished 
from the dump by the grandfather of one of our summer workers, it was not as old as some of the items we 
display but had obviously been well used by how many unknown children.   Ridden at the speed of light 
over gravel drives, through mud puddles, left outside in the rain and snow, stored in a barn, licked by cows 
and roosted upon by chickens, and who knows what, over its long lifetime.  Worn and rusted and some 
time, long ago, the seat had been painted white. 
 The trike reminded me of one of THE most sacred memories of my childhood.  My cousin Gary and I 
were in Nanny and Pop Pop’s carport [John and Frances Decker].  It was a glorious spring day, my grandfa-
ther had built several hanging planters and was in the process of painting them white.  I can see him so 
clearly, sitting on his heels, folded up with his knees up around his collar bones, cigarette hanging out of 
the corner of his mouth.  I was burning circles around him on my trike and Gary was chasing after me as 
fast as his little legs would carry him. 
 Nanny called Pop Pop in for his morning coffee break so off he went through the screen door leaving 
Gary and I to police ourselves.  We carried on around the painting operation for a while when all of a sud-
den I was hit with an absolutely BRILLIANT idea.  My trike would be so much nicer if it had a white seat so 
off I get, grabbed the paint brush from the pan and the deed was done.  It looked SO much better!!!!!! 
 Gary, ever the opportunist, saw the trike was unoccupied, and hopped on and took it for a spin.  Of 
course when he got off we both thought it was pretty funny that the paint was now on his pants and not on 
the trike seat where it was meant to be.  It also meant that the trike seat was no longer white, but brown 
again and needed to be repainted so I slopped the brush through the pan and re-applied.  Gary – thinking it 
was pretty funny the first time thought it would be even funnier if he did it again and IT WAS!!!!! 
 Facing the prospect of painting the tricycle seat YET AGAIN I decided it would be a good thing if I 
just bypassed that whole process and applied the paint directly to Gary’s pants.  One never knew - that 
might be kinda funny as well – and IT WAS!!!!!!!! 
 The screaming hysterics were suddenly stopped by a mad bellow but by then it was WAY too late 
for redemption.  When I looked up, both Nanny and Pop Pop were peering at us through the screen door 
and I knew there trouble was on the horizon.   
 How many times over the years have I revisited this moment of my childhood – always with a smile 
on my face.  I can just imagine Nanny and Pop Pop at the kitchen table enjoying a cuppa and a cookie or 
two and all of a sudden realizing that the screaming laughter emanating from the carport was getting ever 
louder and more hysterical.  Finally, one of them getting up to see what was going on then calling the other 
over to have a look.  I imagine it was one of those quintessential adult moments when you are trying to be 
gruff and disciplinary while trying to control the gales of laughter threatening to overwhelm you. 
Same trike????  Of course I can’t be 100% sure but it looks exactly as I remember it through the fog of 60 
years of life.  And then there is the small matter of the brown seat painted white, so I choose to believe. 
Hello old friend.  It is so good to see you again!!!! 

GROUP VISITS 
 The museum hosted the Whistler Students...Grades 5, 6 and 7s from Whistler. 

113 students with teachers and parents in tow came to see our General store, Trans-

portation  Exhibit and Machine shed. They were excited to also share insight into their 

most favorite artifacts. 
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Museum News 
REMEMBERING JUDY LYNN BOURHIS 
 
March 3 1952- September 22  2019 
 
Judy was a local artist from Birken. Moving to the area 
with her family in 1980. Their shop ‘Our Glass Works’ 
was her creative space. Our condolences to Hugh and 
family. She will be  sorely missed.  
Ever busy creating, she presented about her glass works 
and we invite you to watch a short video of her presenta-
tion with Orayne Carrie in 2009, in our video gallery. 

(https://youtu.be/JO1-tNsCZiQ).  To many who have a piece of 
her art in your home, treasure it. 

 
 Judy studied and practiced stained glass fabrication for 35 years. She loved to share her enthusiasm 
and knowledge with anyone who took an interest. She specialized in custom design and fabrication and creat-
ed installations across Canada and beyond.  She also developed a line of small home and gift giving items: 
keepsake boxes, night lights, candle holders and a complete line of fused glass jewelry. She was glad to share 
the beauty of stained glass with locals and travelers alike in the museums gift shop.  She was a member of the 
Stained Glass Association of America and says about the art of stained glass, “Now, nearly thirty-five years 
later, I find, it is still, all about the stained glass that inspires me; this beautiful and rare, specialty glass, that is 
imported from international factories. I have specialized in custom design and craftsmanship, to create mean-
ingful installations. Light, placement, and subject matter are all carefully considered for design, fabrication 
and completion. In keeping the traditions of stained glass work, alive and in view of patrons, and I share my 
skills and knowledge when interest is expressed. There are many possibilities for glass creation.  The work is 
laborious and time-consuming and sometimes, a monumental journey to complete. However, this I believe, is 
what contributes to its valued collection and historical appreciation.”   

PEMBERTON STN SCHOOLHOUSE AND JOHN ARN CABIN PROJECT UPDATE 
 We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada for this project.    Twin Peaks En-
gineering has now completed 60% of the engineering works and provided a drawing for the schoolhouse 
building which is now under review.  They also provided a report on the structural integrity of the roof of the 
John Arn cabin and provided some remedies for our consideration including doubling up some of the roof 
members and adding a ridge beam.  The museum will be reviewing these solutions with McLeod Construction 
Works and working toward finalizing the drawings for construction and the getting the building permits in 
place for the spring.  We will be notified about the BC Gaming grant this month and will continue to seek 
grants for this project.  Every dollar donated to the museum this year will be put into this project and used as 
a matching component for all grants we are seeking.  The western representative from Heritage Canada came 
for a visit this month to check in on the project and to see the museum site.  Amanda Gutmanis also enquired 
about challenges a small rural museum experiences and how Heritage Canada programs can support our ef-
forts.  The museum has benefited from many Heritage Canada programs through the years and are grateful 
for the long term support received from Heritage Canada since the museum’s early beginnings in the 1980s. 
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From the Archives 
Remembering the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers 

 We are remembering the Pemberton division of the Pacific Coast Militia 

Rangers this month in honour of Remembrance Day.  It has been 71 years since 

Victory in Europe Day at World War II end. Seventy one years ago today the world 

celebrated the end of the World War II. On May 7, 1945, Germany signed an uncon-

ditional surrender bringing an end to the war in Europe. 

 In B.C., the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers were formed after the attack on 

Pearl Harbour and the declaration of war against Japan in 1942. These men were 

volunteers, ranging from the young age of fifteen to those that were considered too 

old to enlist. These individuals were instructed in tactical situations such as how to effectively observe areas 

patrolled. They performed military surveillance, and provided local defense of the coastline against possible 

Japanese invasion including anti-sabotage measures and protection of lines of communication and transpor-

tation. There were about 138 companies that patrolled the areas of Vancouver Island, the Bridge River and 

the lower Fraser Valley. 

Training became an issue because the companies were so spread out that the volunteers were not 
able to attend the training camp. Those that were able to attend were instructed in methods of training. After 
attending the training camps, the volunteers would then pass on the instructions that they learned to their 
own men. On September 1, 1942 a training publication called “The Ranger” was created to help meet the 
needs of the widely spread out force. The Ranger was filled with useful information that every Ranger should 
have clear knowledge of. 
 The Rangers never engaged against any enemies but they did play a crucial role in securing the areas 
from potential invaders by air, land or sea. Rural communities had a feeling of security knowing that these 
men were on patrol. On September 30, 1945 at Brockton Point Oval, after three years of service, the Pacific 
Coast Militia Rangers were disbanded.  At the peak they reached over 15,000 volunteers.  In Pemberton, vol-
unteers included: Lt. A.R.Mawbey, Sgt. M. Miller, Sgt. F.B. Menzel, Cpl. J.C. McKay, Cpl. E.H. Gethen, L/Cpl. L. 
Shore, L/Cpl. W. Fowler, L/Cpl. R.H. Taylor, L/Cpl. M. Williams, L/Cpl. J. Taillefer, L/Cpl. A. Anderson, Rng. C. 
Ronayne, Rng. R. Ronayne, Rng. J. Arn, Rng. J.A. Pope, Rng. R.A. Taylor, Rng. M. Shantz, Rng. J.W. Shire, Rng. B. 
Bish, Rng. N. Collin, Rng. T. Andrews, Rng. N. Fraber, Rng. F. Wallace, Rng. N.J. Decker, Rng. A. Summerskill, 
Rng. H.I. Perkins, Rng.  R. McDonald, Rng. H. Erickson, Rng H.L. Harwood, Rng. H. Wallace, Rng. E.H. Blakeway, 

The book of records of the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers in 
Pemberton from the  archives.  

Pacific Coast Militia Rangers in Pemberton - 
Lieut. A.R. Mawbey, Sgt. Morgan Miller. p61.1  

“The Ranger” 
first published 
in 1942, was a 
training publi-
cation , in 
order to better 
disseminate 
useful infor-
mation to the 
volunteers.   
This copy 
belonged to 
Philip Perkins 
and was re-
cently donated 
by Ola Perkins 
and family. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Columbia_Coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_Japan
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Museum News 
MUSEUM AT THE CHRIST-
MAS BAZAAR ON DEC 07th 
 The museum will be at 
the Pemberton Christmas Ba-
zaar at the Community Centre 
on Sat Dec 01st.  Consider 
purchasing a museum mem-
bership. Your membership 
directly supports the work of 
the society to promote Pem-
berton & District’s rich histo-
ry.    Pemberton history books 
and cookbooks will also be for 
sale. 

 
HISTORY BOOKS FOR SALE - 
MAKES A GREAT GIFT 
Study the past if you want to 
define the future! 
 
The Lil’wat World of Charlie 
Mack by Dorothy Kennedy 
and Randy Bouchard $25 
 

Indian Myths & Legends 
from the North Coast of 
America  $40 
 

Louis’ Place by Louis Potvin  
$20 
 

Home Stretch by Louis Pot-
vin $50 
 

Pemberton:  History of a 
Settlement $20 
 

Pemberton Survival Guide 
& Cookbook $10 

Missed a Tale? 
 
Watch it on our website 
 
www.pembertonmuseum.org/
videogallery 

“Emily Carr’s BC”    was held 

Thursday Oct 17th 2-4pm 

 Laurie Carter is a travel 

journalist and mystery writer. 

The first book in her Emily Carr’s 

BC series (Vancouver Island) was 

a finalist for Best Travel Book in 

the North American Travel Jour-

nalists Association 2015 awards. 

She is also the author of Grandma 

Wears Hiking Boots: A Personal 

Guide to the Okanagan Valley and 

co-author (with husband Bruce 

Kemp) of Gifts of the Okanagan. 

Her travel stories and photos 

have appeared in many publica-

tions and she’s been recognized 

with numerous travel media 

awards. Travel also features in 

her Taylor Kerrick Mystery Se-

ries.  Thank  you to Laurie for 

making a special trip to Pember-

ton to share her research with us 

and her passion for Emily’s life 

and art. 

 The presentation was 

filmed for the archives and you 

can find the video on our website 

in the video 

gallery. 

Laurie’s 

books can be 

purchased 

through In-

digo or Ama-

zon online.   

LETTER FROM PETER GIRLING 
ABOUT PAT WILSON 
 In the August newsletter 
we shared some information 
about Pat Wilson. Pat enlisted on 
June 21 1940. He was killed Au-
gust 9th 1944 in Normandy and 
is buried in the  Bretteville-Sur-
Laize Canadian War Cemetery in 
Cintheaux, Department du Cal-
vados, Basse-Normandie, 
France.  Peter writes, “I have 
vague recollections of Pat and 
his brother Ed who lived a little 
further up the valley.  I have a 
painting he did of the area 
around our farm.  When sta-
tioned in England, he produced a 
number of water colours of the 
countryside.  Some of them end-
ed up with my aunt, now de-
ceased.  Seems he had talents 
not normally associated with the 
military, or farmers for that mat-
ter”. 
 Rosemary Ronayne re-
cently shared with us that it was 
the donation of land by the Wil-
son brothers that started the 
Pemberton cemetery in the up-
per valley. 
 The museum recently re-
ceived a copy of page 481 from 
the Book of Remembrance of the 
Second World War for the ar-
chives.  Thanks to Teresa Smith 
for requesting this for archives. 


