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TEA & TALES: LOCAL ART PAST & PRESENT 

 We came together every Tuesday this summer to enjoy and appre-
ciate local art.   
 So what is Art?  Art is defined as the expression or application of 
human creative skill and imagination, and includes the various branches 
of creative activity, such as painting, music, literature, and dance. 
 Why is Local Art important?  Art reflects and informs the culture 
from which it emerges.  When art is created it reflects a time, a place, and 
the values and beliefs of that place.  Art can be considered a mirror that is 
held up to inspire reflection on what is…,and what was.  Art can communi-
cate thoughts and ideas across generations. 
 In the past, local art wasn't the exception, it was the reality. Com-
municating and growing beyond local borders was largely impossible. To-
day we can communicate with nearly anyone, anywhere. However, it is 
Local Art that gives a community meaning and a sense of place and so it 
remains an important aspect of any community.  Integrating the arts more 
fully into our lives enriches each of us because engaging in the arts brings 
individuals together, and it fosters community. 
 We started the program this season with some of the Traditional 
Arts of Lil’wat Nation with Lois Joseph, Vera Edmonds and Jonathan Joe 
who demonstrated the arts of regalia making, basket weaving and carving.   
 
      Read more  about it on pg. 4 
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 Tea & Tales: Local Art Past & 
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 Kids Guided Tours 
 Pemberton Stn. Schoolhouse 

and John Arn cabin project up-
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Museum News 
THANKS TO THE YOUNG CANADA WORKS PROGRAM FOR 
FUNDING FOR STAFF AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS. 
 

 FAREWELL TO STUDENTS 
We want to thank our fabulous summer students and help-
ers and wish them the best in their studies and endeavors 
this fall. Thank you Alia, Lukas, Savannah, Dylan and Kaitlyn.  

 

MEMBER-

SHIPS DUE 
Annual mem-
berships are 
now due. Indi-
vidual mem-
berships are 
$15, families 
are $20.   
If you receive a membership renew-
al form with this newsletter, your 
membership fees are now due. 

We received a 
1985 16mm 
colour film  
titled “Urgent 
Messages” 

from Colin Preston, a retired archivist 
from the CBC.  The film is about the 
topic of teen suicide.  Colin says it was 
filmed in the Pemberton area.  Staff got 
it converted through Lifetime Heritage 
Films in Coquitlam.  It will go online 
soon on our You Tube channel.  Stay 
tuned.  It features the Sankey sisters, 
the Beatty brothers, and Joe Antonelli 
is credited as a stunt driver. 

FALL SEASON BEGINS 
 The museum will be open until 
November this season.  We will close 
Sun/Mon starting Sept 21st.  If you 
haven’t visited yet —now is your 
chance! BEFORE THE HISTORIC 
HOUSES CLOSE FOR THE SEASON by 
the end of Sept.   
Staff are promoting the museum to 
groups and schools this month. 

by Marjory Gimse 
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P.D.M.A.S WANTS YOU 
  
 Well, maybe not you PERSONALLY but yer stuff fer sure!!!! 
 We are ALWAYS on the mooch!!!! 
 I know not many people think about it, but what is contemporary today is the history of tomorrow.  We 
welcome newspaper clippings, anecdotal essays and photos of local current events (i.e. slow food cycle, Joffre 
lake crowds, ironman coming and going, two acre shaker, Pemberton Festival), be they social, political, news-
worthy or just plain interesting.  50 years from now they will be downright FASCINATING. 
 A perfect example of this would be the ongoing downtown upgrade.  How it was, what it will be and the 
process of getting from “A” to “B” will one day be history.  Photos, newspaper clippings, online debates, person-
al experiences (I know for myself, getting to where I want to go can be . . . um . . . an adventure).    
Pioneer family material chronicling births, marriages, special events (i.e. reunions), deaths etc.  transcribed oral 
histories, celebrations, tragedies etc.  Original research on historic events, family trees, family stories.  Local 
special interest group histories, ongoing activities, pamphlets, MAPS (Pemberton Trails Assoc. – this means 
YOU).  All this is grist for the PDMAS mill. 
 We require that items donated be of a certain quality – either original or of a sufficient digital quality 
that we can properly preserve the integrity of the original.  If you cannot bear the thought of parting with the 
original and don’t have the technology to scan high quality digital copies yourself bring it to us.  We can digitize 
it properly and return the original to you. 
 For the Museum side of things we look for 3 dimensional objects (i.e. THINGS) that tell a story about a 
person, organization or time in Pemberton and District.  The only caveat to items is . . . we are not looking for 
more tea cup sets, LP’s, dishes, sewing machines, chainsaws, typewriters or hand tools (unless it’s something 
really unique). 
 If you’re not sure if something would interest us ASK – we LOVE to avoid real work by yakking with the 
neighbors.  We have accepted interesting items like a sheep castrating tool, a rug beater, a rusty copper still 
with a hole in the bottom, a church pew that may (or may not) be from Vancouver, a mantle clock and a Henry 
Boker shaver (from the Ross family) and this was just in recent times.  We recently had some local art displayed 
and were able to take high resolution images of the art so the owners could take it back home and hang it on 
the wall.  We will hang copies of these paintings on our website soon! 
  

PEMBERTON STN SCHOOLHOUSE AND JOHN ARN CABIN PROJECT UPDATE 
 We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada for this project.    McLeod Construc-
tion Works sent a ceiling tile from the old schoolhouse off for asbestos analysis at the lab and everyone was re-
lieved when it came back negative.  This could have been a project stopper!  Now that the crews have the green 
light to begin rooting around up there at the old outdoor school site we will continue to unwind the specifics of 
the project.  Eco Mountain Homes prepared another more detailed set of preliminary plans for review by the 
museum trustees, the contractor and the engineer and good discussions were had by all.  The John Arn cabin 
will be disassembled and reassembled on site.  The Schoolhouse building will be disassembled and rebuilt on 
site utilizing as much of the original building as possible.  The main challenge with a project like this is balanc-
ing preservation with public safety and meeting modern building code requirements.   
 Twin Peaks engineering will be on the site this month assessing the buildings as we move forward with 
the final set of plans for permit and construction.  Thanks to everyone for your support of this project. 
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COLLECTION NEWS—FROM THE DESK OF LUKAS JOE 
 So the short on what’s been happening this past month is that I 
have been working hard with the Indigenous items that we have in col-
lection.  
 So far I researched the more recent cedar baskets made in 1988-
1989, you can find them on our website. On the other hand, the older 
baskets are a bit more difficult to research. We have had to get a couple 
people from the Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre to help identify the 
Nation that the baskets and other items came from. Hopefully we will be 
able to find the Nations that made the objects and give credit to the 
amazing cedar work they did all those years ago. 

GUIDED KIDS TOUR 
 The museum has developed a Kids Guided Tour, which will be 
useful for the many school groups that will be visiting the museum in 
September!  For the past few weeks the Museum Guide, Alia Meyers,  has 
been selecting various artifacts that kids would be interested in.  On the 
tour kids will get to visit three historic buildings as well as two exhibits.  
The tour is designed to provide information about local First Nations, 
the Gold Rush, Pioneer Life, Early Schools, Logging, and Transportation.  
If a child does not want to be taken on a guided tour they may instead 
travel through the buildings themselves, by following and reading the 
pink kids labels.  These labels are easy to follow and provide plenty of 
information.  Children can also pick up a scavenger hunt while they go 
through the buildings getting a chance to win a Floating Rock from Mt. 
Meager and some temporary tattoos.   

TEA AND TALES 2019 CON’T 
 Wim Tewinkle, a well known local artist and creative force, explained his artistic journey and encour-
aged all of us to explore the artist within us.  Eric Andersen took us along Emily Carr’s journey through the 
Sea to Sky by rail in the 1930s and we explored her iconic images of Pemberton and area.  Johnny Jones 
shared his expert knowledge about the oldest art form in the valley, Lil’wat rock paintings, and showed us 
how art transcends generations.  Levi Nelson, a young talented Lil’wat artist who is pursuing a degree in Vis-
ual Arts through Emily Carr University, shared his personal journey as an artist and frankly blew our socks 
off with his fabulous collection and versatility as a visual artist.  Last week, Linda K. Thompson took us on a 
romp through her childhood memories of the valley through her stories and poems. We all agreed it was a 
wonderful way to spend a Tuesday afternoon.  The final program featured the museum supervisor Teresa 
Smith, who has some special connections to the museum and one of the artists featured.  Teresa moved back 
to Pemberton this summer and we’re lucky to have her with us.  Teresa is also a genealogy guide for those 
looking into their family histories and prepared some excellent research on the three artists we highlighted 
at the last Tale – Pat Wilson, Rene Ronayne and Marjory Gimse. You can watch all the tales on our website. 
 Thanks to all the volunteer baker’s who donated such wonderful baking to this program over the last 
7 weeks:  Annette Gordon and Dana, Niki Madigan, Fran Cuthbert, Anna’s Cake Kitchen, Peggy Perfitt, 
Rolande Midgley, Katie Dorian, Connie Sobchak, Birkenhouse Bakery, Heidi Kym-Lieberherr, Betty Mercer, 
Carol Morphy, Carmen Praine, and Judy McNolty. 
 Thanks to all those who attended and for supporting the Tea & Tale program.    

HISTORY BOOKS FOR SALE - 
MAKES A GREAT GIFT 
Study the past if you want to 
define the future! 
 
The Lil’wat World of Charlie 
Mack by Dorothy Kennedy 
and Randy Bouchard $25 
 

Indian Myths & Legends from 
the North Coast of America  
$40 
 

Louis’ Place by Louis Potvin  
$20 
 

Home Stretch by Louis Potvin 
$50 
 

Pemberton:  History of a Set-
tlement $20 
 

Pemberton Survival Guide & 
Cookbook $10 

by Rene Ronayne 
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Museum Events & Programs 

FLYBACK FRIDAYS EVERY FRIDAY ON THE WEBSITE BLOG 
Welcome to a glimpse into Pemberton’s past! We continue to take a look back to the first days of our town 

through the lens of historic photos and compare these to current views through Google Maps.   We can see 

some of the first freshly paved sidewalks and parking spaces, and many new buildings along the main streets 

of the past.  Though it feels reminiscent of days gone by we will once again see the freshly paved parking spac-

es and sidewalks as we grow toward the future.  

FALL PROGRAMS 

 Laurie Carter is a travel journalist and mystery writer. The first book in her Emily Carr’s BC se-

ries (Vancouver Island) was a finalist for Best Travel Book in the North American Travel Journalists 

Association 2015 awards. She is also the author of Grandma Wears Hiking Boots: A Per-

sonal Guide to the Okanagan Valley and co-author (with husband Bruce Kemp) of Gifts of 

the Okanagan. Her travel stories and photos have appeared in publications ranging from 

airline magazines to tourism websites and been recognized with numerous travel media 

awards. Travel also features in her Taylor Kerrick Mystery Series. Laurie Carter will be joining us at 

the museum  for a presentation on  “Emily Carr’s BC” Thursday Oct 17th 2-4pm 

 

 Museum Supervisor and Genealogy Guide Teresa Smith, will be doing a workshop.  A Guide to 

Genealogy Research on Thursday September 26, 1-3pm. Admission $2. Seats limited to 20. Please 

email  info@pembertonmuseum.org to confirm your spot or call 894-5504. 

GROUP VISITS 
 The museum welcomed the SLRD Planning Dept. this Aug , to explore the history of Pemberton with an 

adult scavenger hunt and short presentation.  With September coming, schools will be flooded with students 

eager to start their new year of learning. As we move forward on our own schoolhouse endeavor we are al-

ways looking forward to bringing those students to the museum to explore classrooms of the past. We invite 

those classrooms to get in touch with us and take a field trip through our small town time machine. 



Page  6 

From the Archives 

  

Local Artist Patrick Godfrey Mervyn Wilson 
Born Oct 6th 1908 in Derby, England 
Killed in Action August 9th 1944 
 
 As a young boy he lived at “Estcourt” with his parents; Dr. Richard 
Mervyn and Mrs. Nora Kathleen Wilson. One of the youngest boys in the family 
Pat was a creative soul. As he was the son of a doctor, he was educated and was a 

student of electrical engineering. He had an older brother Ed who told him of the wilds of Pemberton. So he 
packed his bags and headed to Canada. He became a farmer in the Pem-
berton Valley with his brother, capturing the beautiful Pemberton valley 
in his art.  
 Pat painted “W.C. Green Homestead” The building was finished in 
the summer of 1920 and was located on Meadows Rd., across from Green 
Road. It is no longer in existence. A copy of the painting was donated by 
Anne Pomeroy. 
 
He was an artist to the end,. His military kit upon his death included, but 
not limited to:   
7 paintbrushes 
3 pencils 
1 package of drawing paper  
3 oil paintings 
4 books on drawing 
1 photograph album with water colour paintings 
1 block of water colour paper wrapped in brown paper 

3 small painting dishes  
 
His painting “Mountain Meadow” from 
1930 was given to Sidsel Gimse on her 
18th birthday shortly after she had immi-
grated to Canada. It is believed to be from 
near Tenquille. It was donated by the A.J. 
Ross family in 1988. 
 
Pat enlisted in the 28th Armoured Regi-
ment (The British Columbia Regiment), 
CAC, CASF, 4th Armoured Brigade, 4th Ca-
nadian Armoured Division, on June 21 
1940 
 
Pat was killed August 9th 1944 in Norman-
dy and is buried in the  Bretteville-Sur-
Laize Canadian War Cemetery in Cintheaux, 

Pat Wilson’s gravestone 

W.C. Green homestead 

Mountain Meadow 


