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TEA & TALES: LOCAL ART PAST & PRESENT 

 The Tea & Tales program started on Tuesday July 9th and runs 
through until August 20th.  The program features speakers from 
Birken, Mt. Currie, Pemberton and Squamish this year.  The theme is 
Local Art: Past & Present and we’re featuring tales about local art. 
 So what is ART?  Art is defined as the expression or application of 
human creative skill and imagination, typically in a visual form, producing 
works to be appreciated primarily for their beauty or emotional power.  
Art also includes the various branches of creative activity, such as paint-
ing, music, literature, and dance. 
 Why is Art is important?  Art reflects and informs the culture from 
which it emerges.  Art created reflects a time and a place and the values 
and beliefs of that place.  Art can be considered a mirror that is held up to 
inspire reflection on what is…,and what was.  In the past, local art wasn't 
the exception, it was the reality. Communicating and growing beyond local 
borders was largely impossible. However it is Local Art that gives a com-
munity meaning and a sense of place and so it remains an important as-
pect of any community.  
 Today we can communicate with nearly anyone, anywhere. How-
ever it is Local Art that gives a community meaning and a sense of place 
and so it remains an important aspect of any community.  Art has the abil-
ity to share common values and beliefs between different groups of  peo- 
      Read more  about it on pg. 2 
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people.  This type of communication is important for society. Creativity is a 
beautiful experience that brings people and communities together, regard-
less of race, gender, age or religion. Integrating the arts more fully into our 
lives enriches each of us and because engaging in the arts brings individu-
als together, and it fosters community. 
 Sometimes a place becomes famed by the work of a well known 
artist and what is considered Local becomes world renowned.  Tom 
Thomson’s ‘Jack Pine’ painting, one of the most recognizable Canadian 
artworks, was originally sketched by Tom while hunting and fishing in 
Algonquin Park in Ontario.  The painting is considered an iconic image 
of the country's landscape, and is one of the country's most widely rec-
ognized and reproduced artworks.  Before Thomson painted this image 
in 1917, few people had heard of Algonquin Park, yet today it sees over 
2 million visitors.  Emily Carr’s trips through the Sea to Sky had a simi-
lar impact.  Her interpretations of the mountain landscape have made 
certain scenes in the region iconic – towering mountains, First Nation 
churches and totems, deep forests, and stormy seascapes.  Emily forev-
er changed how we see the place we call home. 
 Join us this season and get your creativity flowing as we explore 
Local Art: Past & Present. Thanks to all of the presenters and attendees 
for supporting the program 

MEMBERSHIPS DUE 
Annual memberships are now due. 
Individual memberships are $15, 
families are $20.  Every dollar 
raised this month we can turn into 
$2 with our matching grant appli-
cation pending 
in July.  We can 
provide charita-
ble receipts for 
cash and in-kind 
donations.   Con-
sider purchas-
ing a member-
ship for family 
or friends.  Membership numbers 
are an important indicator of com-
munity support when we apply for 
grants. 
If you receive a membership renewal 
form with this newsletter, your 
membership fees are now due. 
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE 
 The staff have continued to 

feed the crows this season after a 

brief hiatus this spring.  Small 

treats are laid out for a regular 

group of 3-4 crows who visit the 

site around lunchtime.  This little 

crew keeps the museum buildings 

and grounds free of all other crit-

ters and nesting birds which is im-

portant during the summer when 

the buildings are open.  They are 

our local pest control service and 

are paid handsomely in dry cat 

food and leftover buttertarts.  A 

neighbourhood cat has also begun 

to make the rounds to supervise 

that  the crows actually eat up all 

the cat food. Teamwork! 

Pemberton Meadows by 
Emily Carr 
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WHAT WE DO 
 As our name suggests – Pemberton and District Museum and Archives Society has two primary functions, that of a 
museum as well as an archives. 
 An archive is an accumulation of historical records (paper) or the physical place they are located. Archives con-
tain primary source documents that have accumulated over the course of an individual, organization or in our case com-
munity’s lifetime, that are kept to show its function.  
 In general, archives consist of records that have been selected for permanent or long-term preservation on 
grounds of their cultural, historical, or evidentiary value. Archival records are normally unpublished and almost always 
unique, unlike books or magazines for which many identical copies exist.  
 Archival processing is the act of surveying, arranging, describing, and performing basic preservation activities on 
material after it is permanently transferred to an archive in a manner which makes it easily accessible for search and find 
functions.  
 The purpose of modern museums is pretty much identical to that of archives but focuses on objects rather than 
records (paper).  Biographical museums are dedicated to items relating to the life of a single person or group of people, 
and may also display the items collected by their subjects during their lifetimes.  
 In support of the stated primary functions of PDMAS comes a whole slew of secondary functions.  We raise money 
to fund our activities, whether by membership dues, donation or grant activity.  We reach out to the community to raise 
awareness, thereby increasing the flow of interaction between our community and ourselves.  We put our community on 
display in the best possible light for the education of our visitors, be they students, tourists, new community members or 
researchers.  We work with local government and organizations to increase the visibility of our community as a tourist 
destination.  We support local students by providing summer volunteer and employment opportunities.  We constantly 
research new methods and materials to maintain, protect, control and plan for the future of all our holdings.  We provide 
a venue for small to medium community functions, private or public.  The secondary functions of the museum are often 
the most visible and can seem to be where staff spend much of their time.   
 Nonetheless, it is the primary function of collecting preserving and displaying objects and archives that is the 
Mandate of PDMAS, first established in 1982.  If you have something unique to donate that tells a story about life in Pem-
berton please contact us.  To see some of the collection online visit our website www.pembertonmuseum.org. 

PEMBERTON STN SCHOOLHOUSE AND JOHN ARN CABIN PROJECT UPDATE 
 We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada for this project.    The project contin-
ues to take shape over the summer and staff visited recently to get some window measurements on the old 
Schoolhouse.  The old buildings are currently located at the old Outdoor School site, which for the uninitiated, is 
quite a ways up the valley.  In their haste to get the task completed staff forgot to bring raingear and upon arriv-
ing were immediately soaked by a passing downpour.  Despite these challenges, the windows were measured and 
Mountain Glass & Mirror provided a quote for new windows for the building.  Ian McLeod also paid a visit to the old School-
house to confirm wall and floor joist sizes and to take a piece of ceiling tile for analysis.  The results from the lab should be 
available soon so that the board of trustees can best determine the next feasible steps for the future of this building.  
 Eco Mountain Homes with Twin Peaks Engineering are preparing the construction drawings for the permit process.  
The drawings are challenged until a final determination can be made about the Schoolhouse building but the analysis of the 
ceiling tile will help decision making.  Staff have also met with the Village of Pemberton’s building inspector, Faruq Patel, to 
keep him apprised of the project.   
 A BC Gaming Capital Grant was prepared and submitted July 19th.  This is the first time the Pemberton Museum has 
applied to this program.  Staff began working on this submission in early June, however it wasn’t ready to submit until all the 
donations received this month were deposited.  The bookkeeper updated the Financial Statements for the final grant submis-
sion.  Letters of support for the project came from the SLRD, Village of Pemberton, Pemberton Women’s Institute, Pemberton 
Arts Council, and Farmer’s Institute and donations came from the W.I. and museum members and visitors.  Thanks to everyone 

for your support of this project. 
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COLLECTION NEWS—FROM THE DESK OF LUKAS JOE 
 The news on our Collections work at the museum is interesting to say the least, from objects 
I have accessioned to my experience as the Collections Coordinator.  Here is a short article on what 
has been going on. 
 So one thing that I have learned being here is that there is more to Pemberton than just the 
ridiculous amount of construction and that we are all people in a smaller than small town. Yet, what 
lies here in the collection is a fair much bigger than that. 
 For example, I have witnessed quite a lot of interesting artifacts, including a box full of items 
that came from the St. David’s United Church, donated by David Walden; and though I admit that I 
have had a few experiences with Christianity,  this box has been the most exposure I’ve had in my 
entire life. I can’t help but be truly intrigued by the amount of belief and care that went into those 
objects.  
 Another set of objects that comes to mind is two Rene Ronayne paintings, both donated by 
Mary Gilmore, and both so intricately beautiful. (See Picture to the right). They capture the gorgeous 
view of the area and are believed to be from the 1930’s. 
 Our main concern though, is the research of Indigenous artifacts that we have in register, 
which is a big part of my job, and so far we have found 52 First Nations items in accession and less 
than half of that online. So what I am here to do is thoroughly research the artifacts of the culture, and get them online for eve-
ryone to see.  

GUIDED TOURS WITH ALIA 
 The museum is offering Guided Tours this summer.  The Museum 
Guide, Alia Myers, has spent the last month learning the tour and all of the var-
ious artifacts and stories that go along with the tour.  With five historic build-
ings, and two exhibits—this can be a challenging job to learn.  Alia was up to 
the challenge and is able to give visitors some interesting information when 
they visit the site. The tour provides information about local First Nations, the 
Gold Rush, Pioneer Life, Early Schools, Community Institutions established, 
Farming, Logging and Transportation.  Several visitors have already provided 
feedback on how much they enjoyed the tour and how it deepened their appre-
ciation of the area.  Often times visitors want to share their own pioneer histo-
ries during the tour and staff are always learning new things from people who 
visit from all over the world.  Children love the Scavenger Hunts available for 
all ages and Alia has been busy helping them find items and handing out prizes 
including Incredible Floating Rocks from Mt. Meager and temporary tattoos.  If 
you haven’t visited the museum in recent times, drop by for a Guided Tour 

From T.F. snapshot of a lake 
between Soo & Rutherford R  

VILLAGE OF PEMBERTON DONATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
 The Village of Pemberton recently donated two framed black and 
white images of Frontier Street in Pemberton.  These images had hung 
in an office at the Village for years and it is unknown where they origi-
nally came from.  The Village donated them to museum to ensure their 
long term preservation and staff will add them to the photo catalogue 
online in the future.  In comparing these images to other images we 
have of Frontier St. staff have determined they were taken in the late 
1940s, early 1950s.  The top photograph shows the original core of the 
Downtown featuring the Pemberton Hotel, Taillefer’s Store, The Pem-
berton Express and the old Community Hall (where AG Foods is today) 

Downtown Pemberton ca. late 1940s showing ho-
tel, Taillefer's store, Pemberton Express and  

Community Hall 
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FLYBACK FRIDAYS EVERY FRIDAY ON THE WEBSITE BLOG 
Welcome to a glimpse into Pemberton’s past! We take a look back to the first days of our town through the 

lens of historic photos and compare these to current views through Google Maps.   We can see some of the first 

freshly paved sidewalks and parking spaces, and many new buildings along the main streets of the 

past.  Though it feels reminiscent of days gone by we will once again see the freshly paved parking spaces and 

sidewalks as we grow toward the future. http://www.pembertonmuseum.org/blog/  

TEA & TALES STARTING JULY 9TH THROUGH TO  

AUGUST 20TH 

EVERY TUESDAY FROM 2-4PM, $2 Admission.   

This year’s theme is Local Art - Past & Present 

 
July 09th “My Carving Journey” with Jonathan Joe, “Bring Back Cedar Root Weaving “ 

with Master Weaver Antolaya7 Vera Edmonds and “Regalia Making, - Telling My Sto-

ry”  with  Lois Mamaya7 Joseph,  

July 16th “Art-Just Do It!” with Wim Tewinkle  

July 23rd Modern Art discovers Pemberton (and Sea to Sky) – Emily Carr & Co.  

 with  Eric Andersen  

July 30th  “Lil’wat  Nation Rock Paintings” with Yaqalatqa7 Johnny Jones 

Aug 6th “The Need to Create” with Levi Nelson 

August 13th Chevrolets and Tapioca: Stories and Poems with Linda K. Thompson.   

August 20th Historic Artists in Pemberton – Rene Ronayne, Pat Wilson,  

  Marjory Gimse 

GROUP VISITS 
 The museum would love to see your group! Take some time off from the  office and bring everyone by 

for a summer reprieve and some community inspired team building! We will even be hosting one of the SLRD 

departments in August.  Before you hit the spray park bring the kids by to dig into history. 

http://www.pembertonmuseum.org/blog/
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From the Archives 
Staff have been auditing and scanning Gift Forms and stumbled across a reference to a diary about life in Birken 
in the 1930s that was donated by Marjory Gimse.  The author was _______ Ellis, and it was written in 1932.  The 
diary was transcribed and copied for the museum, it is unknown where the original is.  There are two pages at 
the back of the transcribed diary that are typed and they tell the story of Bill Ash, a bachelor in Birken, perhaps 
penned by Marjory.  We also found a pen & ink drawing Marjory did of Bill’s cabin as we were preparing images 
for Tea & Tales this season that has a focus on local art.  We wanted to share this story with our readers. 

ABOUT BILL ASH 
 “They have found Bill Ash”.  Up and down the valley flashes the message and the solution to the mys-
tery.  Lying face downward in amongst the underbrush in the vicinity of Blackwater Lake, his body was dis-
covered by a lone prospector; and today the Lillooet coroner and the police have gone up the trail to bury 
the old man in one of his own blankets amid the silence of the hills. 
 Between Pemberton and D’arcy on the PGE Railway is a distance of about thirty miles.  Besides this 
railway a wagon road runs from one place to the other—a narrow dirt road that was in the old days a trail 
to the Cariboo.  Beyond Pemberton and further than D’arcy it cannot go; for the mountains of the Cascade 
Range close in, leaving but room enough for the rail bed and the gorge.  Here and there along the valley 
there are settlers eking out a sparse living in simplicity, not always in perfect amity with one another.  The 
majority are bachelors who have lost their woman from one cause or another.  Seeking health, or a place to 
die, they squat in one of the most beautiful valleys of B.C. and rarely depart.  By means of a vegetable patch, 
an odd job and God knows how else, they eat, breath and sleep.  Thus was Bill Ash. 
 He was here in the valley perhaps a score of years.  Eighty years old, he did not enter into the inti-
mate details of his past.  Much of his time had perhaps been spent in railroad construction, in Canada and in 
other parts of the world, and sometime in the 1880s he was foreman of construction on the Sudan railway.  
A tall, bony man he would often walk 30 or 40 miles a day up to the very end.  When one met him on the 
trail he would stare for a long period from behind dark blue spectacles, and many people were afraid of him, 
though why I don’t know.  It is said that during the time the PGE was being built the gangs used to torment 
him and it drove him out of his mind for a time so that he was a dangerous man to cross.  On the one side of 
him his neighbours had not spoken to him for years and on the other a 
feud had been perpetuated on account of a miserable chicken that had 
strayed across Bill’s garden.  Argument had led to blows and blows to the 
police court, where Bill Ash was fined and then invited the magistrate 
outside afterwards.  His grievances he advertised to the world with paint 
on his fences and walls; and the most prominent of them was in memory 
of the incident. “FINED 500 FOR KEEPING THE PEACE * NOT FOR 
STARVIN DUM ANIMALS”. 
 In 1905 he went home to England for a holiday.  Though he had 
sent his little daughter to be taken care of by a brother and for which care 
he provided twenty dollars every month.  It had been twelve years since 
he had seen her.  But when he arrived he found that she had been dead 
seven years since: his brother had been taking his twenty dollars regular-
ly and never told him.  Such a thing between people of the same blood is a 
terrible thing. 
 His garden was the garden of a servant before the Lord.  With dim 
eyes he had planted in rows mathematically straight and no wood could 
grow to an inch where good things were coming up.  Around the thresh-
old of his shack pansies and wallflowers grew in abundance. 

M.Gimse pen & ink drawing 


