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1ST SCHOOL HOUSE STOMP A SUCCESS 

1st School House Stomp  
 The School House Stomp Bluegrass and Cornroast Dinner was a great 
success and we made over $3500 on this inaugural fundraiser.  The museum 
is fundraising to move the Pemberton Station School and John Arn Cabin to 
the museum by 2020.   
 The Courageous Mountain Rangers provided fantastic entertain-
ment for the evening and there were people dancing until the band started 
to pack up.  If you haven’t experienced this talented local band you are 
missing out!  This is the only bluegrass band in the Sea to Sky. 
 Betty Mercer and Debbie Shier spent most of the week on dinner 
preparations and attendees were not disappointed with the roast beef, 
buns, corn, potatoes, coleslaw, beans and desserts provided.  The dinner 
would not have been possible without these talented ladies and the volun-
teer time they put into this event.   
 Sadly, after weeks of dry sunny weather, the rainy weather moved 
in but Pemberton Valley Supermarket saved the day with their pop up 
tents.  They also donated the Community BBQ and some food to the event. 
      Read more  about it on pg. 5 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 See news about recent and up-

coming events and programs 
including the Halloween Fun 
at the Museum Sat Oct 27th 
12-3pm 

 Summer Student success at the 
museum over the summer 

 Landscaping battles and victo-
ries 

 Clippings for the SLRD’s 50th 
Anniversary coming up this fall 

 Clippings about the Pemberton 
Museum recently discovered 
and scanned. 
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GIVE A MEMBERSHIP 
 Give the gift of a membership 
to a friend or family member and help 
preserve local history.  
 Memberships are $15 for an 
individual, $20 per family .  Members 
receive a newsletter connecting them 
to museum news and events. 
 Memberships directly support 
the preservation of Pemberton  & Dis-
trict history through the Pemberton & 
District Museum & Archives. Society. 
 

Our community archivist who works  behind the scenes, Carol Morphy, has been organizing a large group of records 
associated with the development of the museum and recently discovered a collection of clippings related to the muse-
um.  Carol scanned these items in September and we wanted to share them with our newsletter readers. 
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Cassia Jean—Museum Guide 

YOUNG CANADA WORKS SUCCESS STORY 
  
 We submitted the following “Success Story” to the Canadian Museums 
Association to recognize the value of the Young Canada Works program for 
small rural museums like ours.  The program funds 60% of student wages. 
 
 “The Young Canada Works program helped the Pemberton Museum 
achieve our goals and objectives for 2018.  With the grant we were able to hire 
three summer students who made lots of positive changes at the museum.  We 
improved our visitor services by offering guided tours and the Museum Guide 
created new visitor activities.  Our Museum Guide, Cassia Jean received lots of 
positive visitor comments. Our Program and Promotions Coordinator, Sarah 
Daws allowed us to expand our social media marketing reach and was important 
in the success of our annual weekly summer program ‘Tea and Tales'.  She creat-
ed a weekly blog post in honour of our town’s 160th anniversary as a place on 
European maps.  Our Collection Coordinator, Nathaniel Dolan Miller processed 
83 accessions, including some very large artifacts. He wrote condition reports 
and created online records for each one as well. All three of these staff members 
assisted with a very large research request from the Squamish Lillooet Regional 
District to help with their 50th anniversary celebrations. This included reviewing 
and describing 15 scrapbooks of newspaper clippings for the regional district 
staff. Some of these clippings will be scanned, which will greatly increase access 
to them in the future. 
 
The students all brought a positive attitude, thoughtfulness and engagement to 
their tasks. The work accomplished this summer is a lasting legacy.  Thank you 
Young Canada Works!” 

 DITCH BATTLE 
 Staff were desperately seek-

ing someone to clear the ditches 

along the Meadows Rd and behind 

the site however the hot dry summer 

days scared most interested parties 

into sudden illness or indeterminate 

vacations .  Fortunately Ron Blackall 

arrived in mid September and suited 

up for battle.   There was a brief dis-

cussion about using the brush hook  

in the equipment collection but 

eventually  the gas powered trimmer 

and Ron’s chainsaw were chosen for 

the task.  The museum plans to move 

this run of fence to the property line 

by 2020 and small trees taking root 

would interfere with the new fence 

line.  Thanks to Ron for tackling, 

what to the uninitiated, appeared an 

impossible undertaking. 

HISTORIC HOUSES CLOSED FOR SEASON 
 

 The historic houses were closed for the season on Sept 18th-
19th this year.  The cold rainy weather set in early this fall and staff 
were concerned about the damp conditions in the exhibits.  Textiles, 
books, and other delicate items were wrapped, boxed and moved to 
warmer climes for the winter.  The museum still has several buildings  
open for public viewing and the tourists continue to arrive despite, or 
perhaps because of,  the wet weather. 

Sarah Daws—Programs  & Promo-
tions 

Nathaniel Dolan Miller—Collections 

Brush Hook 

 DEBRIS HAUL 
 Thanks again to Ian McLeod for hauling one last 

debris load before the School House Stomp event took 

place.   The site is now so cleaned up that tourists have 

mistaken this museum as a professional organization.  

Staff plan to begin piling tree debris as soon as possible 

to mitigate this perception. 
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Collection News—SLRD 50th 
The museum received a great collection of newspaper clippings from the SLRD in 2017 and staff worked through them 

this summer.  We wanted to share some of them with our newsletter readers to help celebrate the SLRD’s 50th Anni-

versary.   
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Museum Events & Programs 

TEA & TALES .       
 The program was very suc-

cessful this year with almost 300 

people served.  Thanks to all who 

supported the program.  Special 

thanks to all the presenters :  

George Vanderwolf, Johnny Jones, 

Lex Joseph, Eric Andersen, Emma 

Eslake, Dianne Mitchell & Marshall 

Tichauer and Professor Mathew Un-

ger.  Big thanks to the bakers:  An-

nette Gordon, Katy Dorion, Anna’s 

Cake Kitchen, Fran Cuthbert, Val 

Megheny, Sarah Daws, Connie Sob-

chak, Judy McNolty, Rolande and 

Monique Midgley, Betty Mercer, 

Louise MacDonald, Niki Madigan  

and Carol Morphy.  

BOTTLE DRIVE A SUCCESS 
 On Saturday August 25th the museum held a bottle drive as part of our fundraising efforts. The 
bottle drive was organized by Museum Supervisor Emma Eslake and staff and supported by museum 
volunteers. We have earned over $800 on the bottle drive. Our account is still open at the Pemberton 
Bottle Depot if you wish to donate to the museum. We are fundraising to move the Pemberton Stn. 
School and John Arn Cabin to the museum by 2020.  Thanks to all who have donated to the Museum 
Bottle Drive.  

SCHOOL HOUSE STOMP CORNROAST 
BLUEGRASS DINNER 
 Pemberton rotary also donated a large tent 
for the event.   
 Several great items were donated to the Long 
Arm Draw from Stew McNolty, Betty Mercer, Flo Bi-
lenduke, Hellevang Farms, and Helmer Farms and 
Fran Cuthbert.  Mike Richman from the Town Square 
restaurant donated a $50 gift certificate for the door 
prize and the winner was thrilled 
 Special thanks to our volunteers who helped 
to make this event so special:  Brenda McLeod who 
emceed the event and kept order with the school bell.  
Also  Fran Cuthbert, Grace and Stuart Chadsey, Judy & 
Stew McNolty, Carmen Praine, Sarah Daws, Larry 
Cosulich, Brian Day, Connie and Gary Sobchak, Susan 
Cosulich, Carol Morphy and Monique Midgley.   
Thanks to everyone who attended and supported this 
event.  We hope to have another School House Stomp 
in the upcoming year. 
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SLRD 50th Anniversary 1968-2018 


