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TEA & TALES  

Tea & Tales 2018 
 On July 10th we kicked off our annual Tea and Tales presentations, 
with George Vanderwolf from Lillooet who told us about the Legendary 
Cattle Drive 1877-78.  Following him was Lex Joseph, a Cultural Resource 
technician and local Elder, on July 17th. Lex told us five “Stories of Crea-
tion.”  On July 24th we learned about the “Maritime History of Pemberton– 
Fact or Fiction?” from Eric Andersen.  
 Pemberton has been a place name on European maps for 160 years 
this summer. Prior to this it was and remains the traditional territory of 
the Lil’wat peoples. To celebrate the depth of the history in this place the 
theme this year is “Myth’s and Legends,” as these tend to be the oldest and 
most informative stories we have of the past. A Myth tells us why things 
are the way they are, a Legend tells us how we were.  We have been excit-
ed about the turn out to these events, and thank everyone who has donat-
ed their baking, prepared presentations, and to those who came to watch! 
  
 Find full details on the lineup further on in this newsletter! 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 Read about the Tea & Tales  

lineup and some background info 
about the presenters this season.  
Myths & Legends is the theme 
this season and we have some 
Legendary Tales lined up. 

 See news about recent and up-
coming events and programs in-
cluding the Schoolhouse Stomp 
-Bluegrass & Corn Roast dinner 
planned for September 8th. 

 Highlights of Pemberton’s 160th 
birthday as a place name on Eu-
ropean maps 

 Interesting visitors to the muse-
um, including some critters,  and 
more…. 
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PEMBERTON AS A PLACENAME IS 160 YRS OLD 

 Port Pemberton was founded in  the summer of 1858 as a stopping 

point along the Harrison-Lillooet gold rush route, also known as the Doug-

las Trail.  We can only imagine what those early days were like as camera 

technology was limited to glass plate photography.  Celluloid film wasn’t 

available until the 1890’s and this is why the Klondike gold rush is so well 

documented in pictures.  Nonetheless, we have first person narratives, 

official government reports, maps, drawings, surveyor notes and anec-

dotes about this exciting time in the region. 

 The Yale-Lillooet route is often associated with the BC gold rush of 

1858, but when the rush began, access up the Fraser canyon was impossi-

ble and many men drowned trying to navigate the spring torrent.  One of 

Governor Douglas’ first proclamations was the declaration of a road tax to 

build the first wagon road from the mainland to the interior.  This “road” 

was a combination of trail, bush, rocks and lakes and despite the Royal 

Engineers attempts to make it feasible, it was eventually abandoned in 

favour of the Yale-Lillooet route. 

 Governor Douglas summed up the summer of 1858 in a letter to 

officials that summer, writing,   

 “Some 450 prospectors have arrived in the harbour at Fort Victo-

ria on Vancouver Island. They are on their way to the gold creeks on the 

mainland. Over the next year thirty thousand people are predicted to pass 

through Fort Victoria with dreams of riches. This body of adventurers are 

represented as being, with some exceptions, a specimen of the worst of 

the population of San Francisco: the very dregs, in fact, of society.   If the 

country be thrown open to indiscriminate immigration the interests of the 

empire may suffer, from the introduction of a foreign population, whose 

sympathies may be decidedly anti-British, and if the majority be Ameri-

cans, strongly attached to their own country and peculiar institutions.  I 

will therefore act as the  Governor of a British colony will take bold action.  

 I declare that there will be no prospecting without a license and 
that licenses will be issued on behalf of Queen Victoria.  
All persons who shall take from my lands within the said districts any 
gold, metal, or ore containing gold, without being duly authorized in that 
behalf by Her Majesty's Government,  will be prosecuted both criminally  
and  civilly as the law allows.  
   
 It is predicted that by summer Queen Victoria will declare the 
Hudson Bay territory west of the Rockies a British colony.  She will call it 
British Columbia”. 

Sketch of 29 mile 

Gov. James Douglas 

Sourdough p174.3 

Prince of Wales p332.1 
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2018 Museum Team: Niki. Emma, 
Nathaniel, Cassia, Sarah.  MIA [and 
likely swimming or chilling on this 

hot July day]: Kaitlyn, Savannah 
and Carol 

THANKS TO STAFF 
  
 The museum has four 
full-time and two part-time  
youth employees this summer 
(for those of you who are older, 
youth is defined as under 30!).  
Three of the positions are fund-
ed by Young Canada Works.  
The other positions are funded 
by the annual tax requisition 
including our illustrious archi-
vist Carol Morphy. 
 The museum has had 
summer students on the scene 
since 1982 and these young 
workers have contributed 
greatly to the museum over the 
years, assisting with collection 
management, visitor services,  
promotions, yard and garden 
maintenance, painting, sanding, 
cleaning and helping with a va-
riety of administration tasks. 
 We thanked our team on 
July 25th with pizzas and cold 
drinks and gathered in the Soo 
Bldg. for a rousing game of 
Pemberton Trivia.  Cassia Jean 
was the winner and will receive 
a free lunch from the deli this 
month.   

LETTER FROM SONNY  
TAYLOR 
 Staff have been auditing the muse-
um’s archive collection, this is the body of 
records associated with the activities and 
history of the museum.  We recently came 
across some correspondence from Sonny 
Taylor from 2011 that we wanted to share 
with our readers.  Sonny writes, “Dear Staff, 
It is very rewarding to see the museum do-
ing so well.  Before we had work parties and 
maybe three people would show up.  Orville 
Bilenduke, John Jansen and I.  If we were 
moving buildings Jim Kernaghan and a low 
bed.  John did the electrical work.  Orv sup-
plied a lot of materials and was a guiding 
light, plus supplying backhoe and cat work and organization.  At one time the 
liquor store was across the street from the museum and we gathered up hun-
dreds of wine bottles.  The site was a real wine jungle.”  [Staff note: John Jan-
sen donated his estate to the museum upon his death and the museum erect-
ed a fence around the buildings to secure the site from overnight wine par-
ties.  Sonny passed away in 2012 and family held a memorial for him at the 
museum in 2013.] 

LETTER FROM THE PEMBERTON TRAIL  
 Staff have been researching archive references to 
the Pemberton Trail for a Tea & Tail presentation July 
31st and come across an interesting letter from Tom 
Greer to Margaret Fougberg in 1957.  Tom was a packer 
on the Pemberton Trail in the early 1900s and writes 
”John Currie’s place was the first place in the Valley.  The 
next place was the Charley Barbour place, though he was 
not the first owner.  The next place was the Bob Miller 
place.  This was the place you had.  The next place was 
Jock [William] Miller’s, then the Mason, then Ryan, then 
Dermody then Punch, then Hartzel, then Ronayne, then 
McLeod, then Landsborough, then D. Morrison, and then 
my place…..These were all the settlers who lived, and proved up [improved the 
lands as part of pre-emption], in Pemberton in my time. 
 There was no boat service on Anderson or Seton Lakes.  If you had to go 
this way, you hired a native with a canoe.  There was always a trail around, part of 
which you can see today.  Here you either walked, or walked with a horse packed 
with provisions, 
 Now what people did for a living...  I packed powder and supplies for men 
working on the trail in 1902, this packing being for the Government.  They really 
started a road for a ways, but didn’t go far with it.  Later I did more packing for 
settlers and storekeepers but didn’t make a business of it.  Others worked in the 
woods along the Coast, some on the trail in summer.” 
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 INTERESTING BITS 
 The museum has received an old antique clothes wringer also 

known as a mangle from Molly and Clara Ronayne. This piece of household 

equipment from the early 20th century looks quite different from the dry-

ers that we have today. To work this machine you attached it to the side of 

your wash tub, and when you were finished with your washing you spun 

the crank and fed your laundry into the rollers that were under high pres-

sure, and the clothes would come out mostly dry. This wringer was made 

in Vancouver, and in fact, the home cloths wringer was invented in St. John, 

New Brunswick, by John E. Turnbull in 1848. Mangle is an apt name for 

these machines because if you got caught in up in it, the results would not 

be at all pretty, and this was not an uncommon occurrence, especially 

when the machines became automated.  

 The museum also received a bunch of old books from Clara that 

were used in the schools or were owned by long time Pemberton resi-

dents, like Milton Shantz who’s house currently sits on the museum 

grounds.  One such book is called “Rusty the Cocker Spaniel”, by Col S.P. 

Meek.  It was owned by Barry Gilmore back in 1966.  It looks like a delight-

ful book for young readers yesterday and today. The Preface reads: “This is 

a story of a real dog, a little cocker spaniel for whom I quickly conceived a 

great admiration….most of the chapters are based on real events in the 

lives of dogs I have known…”. 

Wringer/Mangle 

“Rusty—A Cocker Spaniel” 

PAUL KROEGER DONATION 
 In 2015 the museum received a large donation from Paul Kroeger 
regarding Meager Mountain and surrounding areas.  Staff worked on ac-
cessing a large collection of photographs from Paul back in 2016 and you 
can see these on our website p338.1 to p338.98 in the photograph collec-
tions. 
 Paul was born in Alberta and grew up in B.C.  He is a naturalist and 
as western B.C. mushroom expert affiliated with the U.B.C. Department of 
Botany.  He first visited Meager Creek hot springs in 1985, and along with a 
group of regular visitors, created the Meager Creek Society, to work with 
the B.C. Department of Forestry.  Now retired, Paul currently lives in Van-
couver. 
 The collection consists of printed materials, clippings, maps, re-
ports, surveys, photographs and video recordings. 
 Since the landslide event in 2010 the access to the Mount Meager 
area and hot springs has been restricted and there is currently a locked 
gate 9km from the springs.  The area has historically been unstable and 
prone to landslides.  In 1975 four men who were completing a geothermal 
survey died in a landslide.   
 Thanks to Paul for donating this important collection about the 
Meager complex.  It will be a resource for the public for many years and is 
a welcome addition to the museum archives. 

Meager  Creek Hotsprings 1987 

Meager Creek hotsprings tub 
1987 
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Museum Events & Programs 
TEA & TALES SPEAKERS 
 This  years theme for Tea and 

Tales is “Myths and Legends.” Admis-

sion is $2. The presentations are: 

 

July 10: The Legend of the Lillooet 

Cattle Drive 1872-1873 with George 

Vanderwolf. George  is a prospector, 

game guide, trapper, rancher, con-

struction foreman, and a legend in his 

own right. 

 

July 17: Stories of Creation with Lex 

Joseph, an Elder and Cultural Re-

source Technician for Lillooet Nation 

Lands and Resources Department. 

 

July 24: Maritime History of Pember-

ton: Fact or Fiction with Eric Ander-

sen.  Andersen works with the Sea to 

Sky Forestry Society and is a local 

historian. 

 

July 31: Pemberton Trail and Legend-

ary Packers will be presented by 

members of the Museum staff. 

 

Aug 7: Old Maps and my Grandfather, 

Kupman, the Medicine Man with Jon-

ny Jones, an Elder and Cultural Re-

source Technician for the Lillooet 

Lands and Resources Department. 

 

Aug 14:  The Legendary Copper Mine 

at Britannia with Diane Mitchell, the 

Curator of Education and Collections 

at Britannia Mining Museum and 

Marshall Tichauer, a former miner. 

 

Aug 21: The Murder of Tom Poole 

with Professor Mather Unger, Assis-

tant Professor of Sociology and An-

thropology at Concordia University. 

INTERESTING VISITORS & COMMENTS & CRITTERS 
 In the past couple of weeks, the museum has seen visitors from 
all around the world. Some that come to mind were from places such as 
New Zealand, France, Spain, Germany and Italy.  We’ve also had many 
from places closer to home such as Squamish, Vancouver, and Mount 
Currie. They have all left some wonderful and interesting comments in 
our guest book.  Here’s a sampling of some of the comments:  “Cool ba-
nanas!” ,“One of a kind! A true gem!”, “Amazing”, “Very authentic and 
engaging”, “Excellent 10/10”, “Original and Great”, “Great! History is a 
must have!”, “Molto Country” says a visitor from Italy, “Thanks for keep-
ing our history—good work” from Burnaby B.C., “Great to be here—very 
nice to look at Pemberton History—thank you” says a visitor from Ger-
many, and “Delightful Tour”. 
 We’ve also had some visitors of a different kind. There was a 
startling encounter recently with a very large raccoon while staff were 
trying to clean windows. Hopefully he had his look through the museum 
and has now moved on like all other visitors. Unfortunately, a chipmunk 
has not followed this rule and has taken up residence in the Soo Building 
makes brief appearances from behind the stage curtain. Staff have de-
cided to leave him in peace for the time being, until he becomes a nui-
sance, in which case he will be evicted. 
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GIVE A MEMBERSHIP 
 Give the gift of a membership 
to a friend or family member and help 
preserve local history.  
 Memberships are $15 for an 
individual, $20 per family .  Members 
receive a newsletter connecting them 
to museum news and events. 
 Memberships directly support 
the preservation of Pemberton  & Dis-
trict history through the Pemberton & 
District Museum & Archives. Society. 
 

Reminder to current members:  
Annual memberships are now due.  


