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PERKINS FAMILY DONATIONS 

PERKINS FAMILY DONATIONS 
 The museum was contacted this spring by Ola Perkins and has ac-
quired many historic artifacts directly associated with the early years of the 
District. 
 A horse-drawn manure spreader was donated that likely belonged to 
Bert Perkins, father of Howard and Phillip Perkins, and possibly used on the 
farm in the Upper Valley. 
 Two wooden crates inscribed with “Dynamite” were donated that 
were associated with Perkins Brother Logging.  
 18 Small green melamine school chairs were donated that will be used 
in the Pemberton Station school in the future. 
 An AB Jardine & Co  Iron Tire Upsetter was donated that was likely 
associated with Bob Taylor’s Pemberton Express.  It is a device for tightening 
the iron band on the outside of a wooden wagon wheel. It was patented in 
1893.  The Pemberton Express building was moved to Perkins lot years ago. 
 Some other items include a “Caterpillar” parts box, a Cedar Shingle 
sticker from Danny Frank’s mill, a Scotiabank cheque book, and some other 
ephemera. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 Read about the Tea & Tales  

lineup and some background info 
about the presenters this season.  
Myths & Legends is the theme 
this season and we have some 
Legendary Tales lined up. 

 See news about recent and up-
coming events and programs in-
cluding a Bluegrass & Corn Roast 
dinner planned for September. 

 Introducing Nathaniel and Sarah 
who are returning participants in 
the Young Canada Works in Her-
itage program. 

 Curious items from the Collec-
tions Coordinator’s office and 
more…. 
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Museum News 
OPEN HOUSE JUNE 23RD 2-4PM 

 The Museum hosted an open house event on Saturday, June 

23rd.  The event was designed to show visitors all of the changes 

that have taken place at the museum thanks to the funding from the 

BC Canada 150 program.  

 The event was a success, thanks not only to the funding, but 

to the many volunteers who baked, and those who showed up to sell 

the treats, memberships, and books!  The volunteers were: Grace 

Chadsey, Carmen Praine, Rolande & Monique Midgley, Brenda 

McLeod, Betty Mercer, and Fran Cuthbert.  

 Our newest staff got to give their first guided tours of the sea-

son, and we also had a crafts table, and face-painting courtesy of 

Donna Jane Dan. Thank you to everyone who helped out, and to all 

those who attended! 

Watch a video of all the action at http://

www.pembertonmuseum.org/gallery/videos/general-videos/bc-

canada-150-funding-projects/ 

FLO’S FAREWELL TEA  

 On June 9th we held a 
Farewell Tea for Florence Bi-
lenduke. It was a celebration of 
her 35 years of service to the 
museum, and of her future en-
deavors in Calgary with her son.  
Over 75 friends and community 
members came by to wish her 
all the best on her new adven-
tures.  

We would like to acknowledge that these improvements were made 
possible thanks to funding provided through the BC Canada 150 pro-
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Thanks to Kaitlyn Pierre for 
helping with operations and 

events.  She is a part-time 
museum worker this season. 

HERITAGE CANADA 
GRANT UPDATE 

 Staff have been in con-
tact with a Heritage Canada 
representative to explore grant 
opportunities to bring the 
Pemberton Stn. School and 
John Arn Cabin back to the mu-
seum site.  The Cultural Space 
grant program appears to be a 
good fit for this project.  In a 
recent issue of the BC Histori-
cal Federation Magazine staff 
read that the historic An-
niedale School in Surrey BC 
had been moved to the Muse-
um of Surrey site with funding 
from the same program. 
 The grant officer pro-
vided good feedback, and 
we’re working to identify the 
project elements that are the 
best fit in this grant program. 
 The museum also re-
ceived $35,000 from the SLRD 
and VOP through the annual 
tax requisition that will be 
used as a matching component. 
The grant will be submitted in 
the fall of 2018. 

INTRODUCING NATHANIEL &  
SARAH 

 Nathaniel and Sarah are both re-
turning to the Museum for their second 
season. 
 Nathaniel is a history student at 
UVIC, and last year he was the Program 
and Promotions Coordinator. This year 
his title is the Collections Coordinator. 
 Sarah has just graduated from PSS, 
and will be entering UVIC in the fall. This 
year she is the Program and Promotions 
Coordinator. 
 We are thrilled to be working with 
these two again! 
 We have also recently hired a Mu-
seum Guide, graduating from Pemberton 
Secondary School, Cassia Jean. The Muse-
um staff are very excited to welcome her 
to our team in July.   

LEGENDARY DEBRIS HAUL 
 It was a busy spring on the site with a lot of tree falling, chipping, 
and raking.  Staff used this as an opportunity to rake up all the tree debris 
on the site that had settled in corners and behind buildings over the last 
few years.  A gigantic pile of debris was created that was big enough to 
lose a school group in. 
 Ian McLeod offered to haul away the debris in his large dump 
trailer .  Staff worked together with some of the After School Workers to 
load the trailer one hot afternoon.  Staff stamped on the debris in the 
trailer like Greek wine makers, to make the most of the haul.  In the end a 
300sqft cube was hauled away. 
 Bill McLeod reported that the debris slid out 
of the dump trailer in one whole piece, it was 
packed so tightly. 
 This debris was a real fire hazard on the 
site.  Thanks to Ian and Bill for the legendary haul. 
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Collection News 
 INTERESTING BITS 
 The museum has recently received a printer’s mat, also known as a 
flong or a stereo mat. Wendy Ireland found this in her wall while doing ren-
ovations to the house, previously owned by the Gimse family. The mat is 
for a page from the Daily Province newspaper, dated "Wednesday October 
22, 1924".Most of the page is an advertisement for a clearance sale for a 
Vancouver furniture store.  
 A printer’s mat is an object used in the newspaper printing method 
known as cliche  or stereotyping. The process involves taking the movable 
type and setting them up in a steel frame, called the case. In high volume 
printing such as newspaper printing where you have to  print hundreds of 
pages using the same stamp, the movable type in the case will start to come 
apart messing up the page that you are trying to print. So in stereotyping a 
sheet of paper-ma che , made using several layers of tissue paper and paste, 
is pressed and heated against the case with the type. This creates a plastic-
like mold of the type, which is the printers mat. Melted lead is then poured 
into the mat to create a stereo plate, which is solid and durable and can 
withstand the printing process better than the case with the movable type. 
The fact that the process involves creating several exact copies of something 
is where we get the modern usage terms cliché and stereotype from.  
 Along with the printer’s mat, Wendy Ireland also donated a piece of 

parcel wrap found in the wall.  It has three stickers, the top one reads 

"notify us or in 30 days Return ALICE NOEL [BIR]KEN BC." Alice Noel was 

married to Arthur Noel (prospector) and was associated with Gassy Jack 

Thompson and Helen Thompson, who ran a stopping house along the Por-

tage in the 1900s.  An archive photo (p99.2) shows “Grandma" Alice 

Thompson, (Mrs. "Gassy") Helen Thompson, and Charlie Noel (age 8).  

 The museum also has a set of type and printers tools including a 

case with the type set for a flyer for a “Salmon BBQ” in Darcy run by the 

Darcy 4H club and the Anderson Lake Women’s Institute from 1988. 

Printer’s mat 

Case with type 

Type 

 FIRE SAFETY FOR OLD BUILDINGS 
 Ron Blackall has been on site through the spring assisting with the 
felling of some trees and coordinated a boom truck for the removal of the 
dangerous birch tree.  Being a man comfortable on roofs with ropes, Ron 
also nailed down a few loose shingles on the Shantz house and swept tree 
debris off of the new building and Barney house roofs. 
 Ron has offered to install sprinkler heads on the peaks of the histor-
ic buildings for wildfire prevention.  If there was a fire  near or on the site 
these sprinklers could be quickly hooked up to the three museum stand-
pipes in the yard to wet the cedar shake roofs. 
 The museum hopes to make this fire safety improvement in the 
coming weeks. 
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Museum Events & Programs 

SCHOOL GROUPS THIS SPRING  
 
 This spring we had five school and daycare groups visit the 
museum.  The daycare group visited us three times as their usual 
room was under construction. Thankfully we had plenty of scavenger 
hunts to keep them entertained! 
 
 We are happy to host school and other groups from May-
November every season.   

TEA & TALES SPEAKERS 
 This  years theme for Tea and 

Tales is “Myths and Legends.” Admis-

sion is $2.00. The presentations are: 

 

July 10: The Legend of the Lillooet 

Cattle Drive 1872-1873 with George 

Vanderwolf. George  is a prospector, 

game guide, trapper, rancher, con-

struction foreman, and a legend in his 

own right. 

 

July 17: Stories of Creation with Lex 

Joseph, an Elder and Cultural Re-

source Technician for Lillooet Nation 

Lands and Resources Department. 

 

July 24: Maritime History of Pember-

ton: Fact or Fiction with Eric Ander-

sen.  Andersen works with the Sea to 

Sky Forestry Society and is a local 

historian. 

 

July 31: Pemberton Trail and Legend-

ary Packers will be presented by 

members of the Museum staff. 

 

Aug 7: Old Maps and my Grandfather, 

Kupman, the Medicine Man with Jon-

ny Jones, an Elder and Cultural Re-

source Technician for the Lillooet 

Lands and Resource Department. 

 

Aug 14:  The Legendary Copper Mine 

at Britannia with Diane Mitchell, the 

Curator of Education and Collections 

at Britannia Mining Museum. 

 

Aug 21: The Murder of Tom Poole 

with Professor Mather Unger, Assis-

tant Professor of Sociology and An-

thropology at Concordia University. 

GUIDED TOUR AND GROUP ACTIVITIES PROMO 
 Looking for something to do with a group?  Need a fun activity 
for new staff?  We will be offering guided tours all summer long. We 
also have scavenger hunts for children ages 2-12, families, and 
adults. School groups are welcome any time– please contact us at 
604-894-5504 or info@pembertonmuseum.org to arrange a visit. 
 
 Watch the Events page on our website 
www.pembertonmuseum.org to stay updated on program and event 
information as details are confirmed throughout the summer. 
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Museum News 
PIANO RECITAL 
 On Sunday, May 27th a local piano teacher, Rya Honey, booked 
the museum for a piano recital for her young students. When the recit-
al was over, the kids had lots of  fun exploring all of the museum build-
ings!  
 If you have an event you would like to book the museum for, 
email us at info@pembertonmuseum.org or give us a call at 604-894-
5504.  

BLUEGRASS & CORNROAST DINNER—SEPTEMBER 
 Come listen to a local bluegrass band while feasting on locally 
sourced corn! We are hosting a fundraiser to raise money that will go 
toward moving two historical buildings, the John Arn cabin and the 
Pemberton Station School, to the museum.  The event is planned for 
early September, and we’ll be promoting the event soon.  
 Tickets will go on sale sometime in August. Stay tuned for more 
details as you won’t want to miss this one. 

GIVE A MEMBERSHIP 
 Give the gift of a membership 
to a friend or family member and help 
preserve local history.  
 Memberships are $15 for an 
individual, $20 per family .  Members 
receive a newsletter connecting them 
to museum news and events. 
 Memberships directly support 
the preservation of Pemberton  & Dis-
trict history through the Pemberton & 
District Museum & Archives. Society. 
 

Reminder to current members:  
Annual memberships are now due.  

VISITOR NUMBERS ARE UP 
 As of June 27th, we are 
three hundred visitors ahead of 
where we were last year. We have 
seen lots of tourist traffic and have 
had a busy month of events in June. 
It’s looking like it might be a busy 
summer!  

New signs on site 

ARTS COUNCIL TEXTILE FAIR –LATE SUMMER PLANS 
 Plans are in the making for a Fall Fibre Festival that will cele-
brate original works made from a variety of textiles. The Arts Council 
will be organizing the event and are thinking of having it at the Muse-
um, as it would be a great backdrop for the art displays. Stay tuned for 
more details as we firm up the dates.  
 The Museum is always interested in partnering with communi-
ty groups for unique events.  

NEW SIGNS ON SITE 
 The  Museum has been busy preparing for the arrival of two 
new buildings by 2020: The John Arn Cabin and the Pemberton Sta-
tion School. On June 23rd we put up signs announcing where they 
would be placed and our plans for their displays!  


