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CHANGES AT THE SITE 2018 THANKS TO BC  CANADA 150 PROGRAM 

MANY NEW CHANGES AT THE MUSEUM 
 It’s been a busy year at the museum thanks to $55,000 re-
ceived in 2017 for access, security and safety infrastructure im-
provements. The final stages of the project were completed this 
month.  The museum continues to prepare the site in order to 
bring the Pemberton Stn School and John Arn cabin to the site by 
2020. 
 Staff have been busy getting the site ready for opening day 
on May 17th and preparing activities, programs and events for 
the 2018 season.   
 The AGM was held on May 9th and  the board of trustees 
reflected on all the activities over the last year and Chair Brenda 
McLeod thanked all museum members, staff and volunteers for 
their support in a variety of ways. 
 Read more about museum happenings in this issue….. 

FLORENCE  BILENDUKE  

RETIRES THIS MONTH 

 Florence Bilenduke is 
moving to Calgary in mid-June 
and will be retiring after serv-
ing the museum for 35 years. 
Florence has served as a trus-
tee and was the museum Cura-
tor for 18 years.  
Read more about Florence’s  
contributions  in this issue….  
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Museum News 
BC  CANADA 150 PROJECT COMPLETED  

We are happy to report that the final stages of the 

project were completed this month and the final 

report was prepared and submitted to the BCMA.  

The project value was $78,353 and we received $55,000 from the infrastruc-

ture stream of the grant program.  We appreciate the support of the BCMA 

who advised us on our application and checked in throughout the project.  

The museum is well on its way to finally completing the Pioneer village vi-

sion for the site thanks to the Province of BC.  We would also like to thank 

the following individuals and organizations for their support in ensuring 

this project was completed on time and within budget. 

Sabre Group Construction Ltd.: Access Path 

BCT Fencing: Fence Repair 

Alpine Paving:  Access Path 

Doug Le Blanc:  Access Path and Site roadway 

McLeod Construction Ltd.:  Machine Shed demolition, construction of new 
Machine Shed and historical equipment relocation & gas pump installation. 

Dwight Cogging and Ron Blackwell:  Tree Removal 

Doug Bush:  Legal Survey update 

Norman Tong:  Construction drawings 

We would like to acknowledge that these improvements were made possi-
ble thanks to funding provided through the BC Canada 150 program  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEET-

ING UPDATE 

 The museum held it’s 
annual general meeting on 
Wednesday May 9th, 2018.  
Brenda McLeod presented the 
President’s report and reflect-
ed that constant improve-
ments to the museum contin-
ue to enhance the natural 
beauty of the site. 
 Florence Bilenduke pre-
sented the financial results for 
the year and was very pleased 
with the outcomes achieved by 
the BC 150 grant. 
Three trustees were re-elected 
for a two year term.  
 Sadly, Carmen Moore 
Lefevre announced her resig-
nation from the board but 
nominated Fran Cuthbert, who 
was acclaimed.  Please join us 
in welcoming Fran to the 
board. 
 The board of trustees 
for 2018 are:  Brenda 
McLeod, Florence Bi-
lenduke, Grace Chadsey, Ju-
dy McNolty, Betty Mercer, 
Rolande Midgley, Monique 
Midgley, Carmen Praine, Al-
lison Macdonald and Fran 
Cuthbert.  
 Members and staff gath-
ered for a social after the AGM 
and enjoyed tea, coffee and 
treats.   A regular meeting 
soon followed and some ideas 
took shape for fundraising 
plans and events for 2018. 
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Having a fun day at the  
museum 

Emma Eslake 

NEW MUSEUM SPRV 
 Please join us in wel-
coming Emma Eslake to the 
Pemberton Museum. Emma is 
the new museum supervisor, 
and started this month. She 
grew up in Pemberton, and is 
back for the season. Previously 
she has worked as a Summer 
Assistant for the Oliver and 
District Heritage Society Muse-
um and Archives in the South 
Okanagan.   
 Emma is studying An-
thropology and Communica-
tions and is an excellent 
speller!  This is good news for 
regular readers of this news-
letter. 

CURRENTLY SEEKING 
SUMMER STUDENTS 

The museum is now recruiting for three summer students that are 
funded through the Young Canada Works (YCW) in Heritage program. 
Collection Coordinator: apply by  June 12th 
Program & Promotions Coord:  apply by June 12th 
Museum Guide:  apply by June 19th 
Applicants must be a Canadian citizen, between 16-30 years of age, a 
full-time student (returning to school in the fall) and not have another 
full-time job. 
Send your resume and references to ‘Personnel Committee’ 
info@pembertonmuseum.org.  
Applicants also need to register with YCW through their website. 
All hires must be approved by YCW prior to job offers. 

REGULAR MUSEUM MEETING CHANGED TO JUNE 6TH 
The regular meeting of the board of trustees has been changed from 
Wednesday June 13th to June 6th.  This will be the last meeting Flor-
ence Bilenduke will attend.  Regular meetings are open to all museum 
members and we welcome you to attend if you are unable to make the 
tea for Flo on the 9th.  

OLD WARD PLACE FLOODING 
 Dave Perfitt sent some recent pic-
tures of the what we believe is the old 
Ward farm on the Portage Road.  The 
Wards were involved in the building of 
the Birken School in 1922 and many of 
them are present in school group photos 
from this early era.   
 A few years ago Bob Ward 
dropped by the museum for a visit and we 
heard he passed away this winter at D’ar-
cy. 
 This old building will likely not 
survive the beaver activity and flooding 
that is tearing it apart this spring, but the 
museum will remember the Ward family 
through the photo collection for years to 
come. 

Ward farm (Portage Rd) 
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Fond Farewell to Florence Bilenduke 
 Florence Bilenduke moved to Pemberton from Manitoba with her 
young family in 1968 and adopted Pemberton as her home.  She is retiring 
from the museum after 35 years of service.  She first attended a museum 
meeting in March of 1983.   
 Florence exemplifies an individual, who, over an extended period of 
time, has demonstrated sustained, dedicated service to their community.  
In late 1989, Flo was approached by the curator of the Pemberton Museum, 
Margaret Fougberg, and asked if she would consider taking on the position 
of curator for the society.  Florence was still working as a teacher and li-
brarian at Signal Hill elementary but generously decided to take this lead-
ership role which was a 100% voluntary, full time position.   
 Florence served the Museum and the communities of Pemberton & 
District on a full time basis every summer for 18 years and then continued 
her service as a trustee of the board serving as VP and Treasurer through-
out her time.  Her leadership of collection management practices on site 
and her consistency in record keeping ensured the continuing legacy of this 
museum, which was first started as a Centennial project by the Pemberton 
Women’s Institute in 1958.   
 Florence and her husband Orville coordinated the moving of the 
museum from the old site (near today’s RONA hardware store) to the new 
site at 7455 Prospect in 1991.  Orville donated his time and crew for this 
monumental task and Florence set up the exhibits and stewarded the safe-
ty of the collection through this time of upheaval.  She organized the safe 
storage of the museum archive collection to ensure its preservation until 
space could be made available at the new museum site. 
 A few years after this major move was completed Orville passed 
away from illness and despite this personal loss, Florence continued in her 
volunteer capacity at the museum and continued working full-time until 
she retired from teaching. 
 In 1999 she received Citizen of the Year.  In 2004, after many years 
of shoestring budgets, the museum began receiving a tax requisition for 
operations which was very exciting for Flo!  Many positive changes began, 
including storage space for the archives.  In 2008 she received an Award of 
Merit from the BC Museums Association in recognition of her service to the 
museum association and Pemberton & District. 
 Flo has hosted and baked for countless events, managed administra-
tion for the society, trained  and motivated countless summer students, 
completed grant writing and provided advisement to the board and staff 
on many occasions.  She has been a mentor to many. 
 The success of this long term community project and its foundations 
for the future rest solely on the dedication of people like Florence in small 
communities.  Without her gentle  leadership it is doubtful the museum 
would exist today. 
 Please join us in recognizing Florence for all she has contributed to 
the museum and the communities of Pemberton & District. 

Florence & Orville 

Moving the museum 

Pioneer Village beginnings 
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Museum Events & Programs 

TEA & TALES 2018 
 The popular Tea & Tales program will begin Tuesday July 
10th and runs every Tuesday to August 21st.  Join us from 2-
4pm.  $2 Admission.  This year's theme is "Myths & Leg-
ends" and will feature local presenters from Lillooet, Mt. Currie, 
Squamish and beyond.  Watch our website for more infor-
mation and the line-up of speakers once details are confirmed. 

FAREWELL TO FLORENCE 

The museum is planning a 

Farewell Tea for Florence Bi-

lenduke on Saturday June 

9th from 2-4pm.  Flo is retir-

ing and moving to Calgary. 

If you want to bake or help at 

the event please contact us. 

MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY JUNE 23RD 2-4PM 

Come and see all the new changes thanks to BC Canada 150 fund-
ing from the Province of BC. 
Become a member or just come on by! 
  
Coffee, Tea and Baked goods will be for sale.    

THE PEMBERTON W.I.’S 

STRAWBERRY TEA IS  

COMING! 
 The Strawberry Tea is 

coming in late June.  This is an 

annual fundraiser for the Pem-

berton Women’s Institute and is 

a  genuine Pemberton experi-

ence!  The shortcake is home-

made, the whipped cream is 

shaken in front of your eyes and 

the strawberries are so fresh!

The event runs on a Tuesday af-

ternoon from 2-4pm and the 

date is “berry dependent”.  

Watch our website for more info 

and join in to “get your dessert 

before dinner”. 

GUIDED TOUR AND GROUP ACTIVITIES PROMO 
 Looking for something to do with a group?  Need a fun activity 
for new staff?  We will be offering guided tours all summer long. 
We also have scavenger hunts for children ages 2-12, families, and 
adults. School groups are welcome any time– please contact us at 
604-894-5504 or info@pembertonmuseum.org to arrange a visit. 
 Watch the Events page on our website 
www.pembertonmuseum.org to stay updated on program and 
event information as details are confirmed throughout the sum-
mer. 
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Museum News 
LEONARD PIERRE CANOE RETURNS HOME 
 The museum repatriated the canoe carved by Leonard Pierre 
(Tsi-muwx) in the early 2000s.  The museum acquired the canoe in 
2005 through a friend of Leonard’s after he died.  He was con-
cerned that the canoe would be damaged and thought it should go 
to the museum.  Myra and Corena Pierre requested repatriation of 
the canoe in 2008 as they were the executor’s of their brother’s es-
tate.  Since then the museum has worked with the Pierre family on 
this repatriation request. 
 This spring, with tree removal pending, and worries of dam-
age to the item, museum staff contacted the Pierre family and de-
termined where the canoe could be stored in Mt. Currie.  Ian 
McLeod and Dwayne Dick organized the safe moving and transport 
of the canoe in late April.   
Johnny Jones and Lex Joseph were on hand to witness the return of 
the canoe on behalf of Myra and Corena, who are happy it has come 
home. Thanks to everyone who assisted with bringing the Pierre 
canoe back to Mt. Currie.  

PERKINS LOT AND DRAGLINE BUCKET 
 Ola Perkins contacted the museum to see if we were interest-
ed in any items from Perkins Lot near the Glen.  Staff were amazed at 
the scope of shops and items throughout the lot and were able to find 
quite a few neat things for the museum collection.  There were old 
wooden dynamite boxes, Finning and Caterpillar part boxes, some 
tins and bottles, fire extinguishers and some little green melamine 
school chairs that can be used in the Stn School exhibit in the future. 
 There is also a dragline bucket that the family believes came 
from the Pioneer Mine.  As reported in the previous newsletter, the 
museum is developing an exhibit on flood control and thought the 
dragline bucket would really help to tell the story. 
 Meanwhile...now that the old machine shed is gone...staff are 
looking for the best location 
for these items on the site un-
til they can be processed and 
added to the exhibits.  Storage 
continues to be a tricky chal-
lenge at the site but nothing a 
tarp and a pallet can’t solve 
for a short term period. 

MEMBERSHIPS DUE 
 Annual memberships are 
now due. Individual memberships 
are $15, families are $20.  Keep up 
to date with historical happenings 
and  contribute to the preservation 
of Pemberton and District history 
by becoming a member.  We can 
provide charitable receipts for cash 
and in-kind donations.  
 If you did not receive a mem-
bership renewal form with this 
newsletter, you are already paid up 
for 2018. 

ANYBODY HAVE IT? 
Bruce Miller mentioned a Reader’s 
Digest from 1960s-70s that has a 
picture on the cover taken in Mt. 
Currie.  It is of a boy fishing on the 
Grandmother slough looking to-
wards the Rancherie Barns.   
info@pembertonmuseum.org 

PIERRE CANOE 

Dragline Bucket 


