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MUSEUM OPENS MAY 17TH 

MEMBERSHIPS DUE  
 Annual memberships are 
now due. Individual memberships 
are $15, families are $20.  Keep up to 
date with historical happenings and  
contribute to the preservation of 
Pemberton and District history by 
becoming a member.  We can provide 
charitable receipts for cash and in-
kind donations.  
 If you did not receive a mem-
bership renewal form with this news-
letter, you are already paid up for 
2018. 

ANNUAL GENERAL  

MEETING 
 The museum’s AGM is just 

around the corner on Wed May 

9th at 7pm. 

 We will elect 3 trustees this 

year for a 2 year term.  If you are 

interested in becoming a trustee 

please contact us or come to the 

AGM.  Annual memberships are 

due at the AGM. 

 Current Trustees 

are:  Brenda McLeod, Flo Bi-

lenduke, Grace Chadsey, Judy 

McNolty, Betty Mercer,  Rolande & 

Monique Midgley, Carmen Praine, 

Allison Macdonald, and Carmen 

Moore Lefevre . 

 Join us for coffee, tea & 

treats and to see all the new chang-

es at the museum thanks to the BC 

150 funding received last year. 

MUSEUM OPENS FRIDAY MAY 17TH 
 The museum will open for the 2018 season on Thursday 
May 17th.   Guided tours for individuals and groups are available 
from May 17th to November 12th.   
   Tea and Tales begins Tuesdays July 10th to Aug 21st and 
the theme is “Myths & Legends”.  The Pemberton Women’s Insti-
tute will also hold their annual Strawberry Tea in late June.   
 We’re hiring three summer students and gearing up for a 
busy summer as we prepare for the final phase of development 
at the museum. The museum will begin fundraising and grant 
writing to Save the School and John Arn Cabin and to move 
them to the museum.  These last two historic buildings will com-
plete the Pioneer village concept first envisioned by the museum 
founders.  Read more about the upcoming season, programs and 
events planned and catch up on museum news in this issue. 
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Museum News 
BC 150 GRANT UPDATE  Work began on April 03rd this season to finish up the BC 

150 project.  Bill McLeod confirmed that Ian McLeod and Dwayne Dick would be our dream 

team for this last part of the project.  The old machine shed was taken apart and historic 

equipment was moved to the new machine shed this month.  This was ticklish work due to 

the age of the equipment but Ian and Dwayne managed to get the most awkward pieces into place.  They also spent 

some time doing minor repairs and hanging the canoes and hay trolley in the new shed.  The old gas pump from was 

installed in front of the General Store (Gas is only  .23 cents/gal at the museum). Following the demo of the shed Ian 

and Dwayne also moved the storage building to the west side of the Soo Building and work continues through this 

month to get it settled in its new location. Thanks to Ian and Dwayne for fantastic work on a complicated project!  

 The first week of April the historic equipment was removed from the old machine shed. 

The next week saw the demo of the old shed and the new gas pump installed at the General Store. 

 The equipment  was positioned in the new building like it was always meant to be there. 

 Lastly the storage building was moved beside the Soo Building. 
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April Flowers 

Mae Catacutan 

FOND FAREWELL TO 
MAE 

 The museum is sad to 
announce that Mae is not be 
returning this season to pur-
sue other opportunities.  Mae 
joined the museum team in 
the summer of 2016 as the 
Museum Supervisor and has 
been integral to our kids pro-
grams including the Hallow-
een at the Museum event, the 
Children’s Art Festival and the 
scavenger hunt activities.  
Mae contributed her skills to 
museum administration and 
museum promotions over the 
last two years and will be 
missed by the staff and trus-
tees.  Please join us in wishing 
her well in her future endeav-
ors and we thank her for all 
her creative contributions to 
the museum since 2016. 

CURRENTLY SEEKING 
MUSEUM SUPERVISOR 

The position will assist the Curator with museum operations, promo-
tions and visitor services from May-Nov 2018. 
 Successful candidates will have: 
• Previous museum or supervisory experience 
• Outstanding visitor service skills 
• Administration and computer skills 
 
This is a seasonal full-time position May 01-Nov 25th, 2018. ($18/hr, 
32 weeks, 1040hrs) 
See our website for the full job description. 
Send your resume and references to ‘Personnel Committee’ 
info@pembertonmuseum.org 

SUMMER STUDENT FUNDING 
  
 The museum will receive 60% funding from Heritage Canada 
through the Young Canada Works program.  Three full-time summer 
students will be hired and recruiting efforts will begin soon.  The total 
value of the positions is over $20,000. 
 The students will start in June and work until Labour day.  The 
positions are: 
 Program and Promotions Coordinator 
 Collections Coordinator 
 Museum Guide 
 Job descriptions will be made available on our website and we 
will promote the positions through facebook beginning in May. 
 
 Nick Dan, Kaitlyn Pierre, Sarah Daws and Savannah Mc-Kinney 
Lincks will be our After School workers again and will be helping to 
get the site ready for opening on May 17th. 
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Save the School and John Arn Cabin 
PEMBERTON STN SCHOOL HISTORY 
 In 1929 the school at the new center of town near the 

railway station opened its doors in 1929.  Bertha “Bussie” 

Green was the first teacher.  Like Upper Valley residents, peo-

ple in town were greatly involved in financing and construct-

ing the new building.  They were still hammering away the 

day school began.  Another difficulty on opening day was the 

lack of an outhouse, but fortunately the school was surrounded 

by bushes and trees. 

 1950 The Howe Sound School Board sold the school site 

with the building to the British Columbia Electric Railway 

Company. 

 1973 British Columbia Hydro gave the school to the Pem-

berton Lion's Club who renewed the roof. 

 1977 The Lions returned ownership to the Howe Sound 

School Board who removed the roof, trucked the building to 

its present site at CMOS, then restored it. 

 1995 SD#48 closes Coast Outdoor Mountain School. 

 2014 SD#48 gifts Stn. School and Arn Cabin to the muse-

um. 

 2019-2020:  Museum plans to move buildings to the site.

Pemberton School in 1973 

Pemberton School in 2015 

John Arn cabin 

John Arn cabin side view 

JOHN ARN CABIN HISTORY 

 The builder of this cabin was probably Robert “Bob” Mil-
ler who in 1907 received a Crown Grant to District Lot 188.  
The cabin was built on D.L 188 on a site not far from the north 
bank of Miller Creek. 

Those who have lived in the Cabin: 

 1907-1912:  Probably Bob Miller 

 1920s: Possibly the Studebaker Fam-
ily 

 1927: The Jay Mighton Family 

 1934: John Arn 

Donor of the Cabin to the School Board: A.B. Staehli 

About John Arn:  He was a farmer and trapper arriving after 

1914.  He trapped above North and South Creeks, up Donelly 

Creek and on the Hurley River. 

John Arn 
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Museum Events & Programs 
TEA & TALES 2018 
 The theme for this year’s program is “Myths & Legends”.  Muse-
um staff are working on the lineup of speakers and to date have se-
cured Eric Andersen of Squamish and George Vanderwolf of Lillooet 
who will be sharing some tall tales from the northern and southern 
ends of the Sea to Sky corridor in July.  More info about this year’s line 
up will be available soon. 
 We will be contacting last year’s bakers after the museum opens 
in mid-May and are looking forward to some marvelous baking again 
this season.   
 Tea and Tales begins July 10th and runs until August 21st, 
every Tuesday from 2-4pm.  Admission $2. 

Come for a snack, stay for a Tale!  $2 admission. 

FUN FUNDRAISING 

 The museum will be 

launching a fundraising cam-

paign this year to raise money 

for the next phase of develop-

ment at the museum.  The pro-

ject will see the moving and ren-

ovation of the Pemberton Stn. 

School and the John Arn cabin in 

2019-2020.  The school will be 

used as programming and exhib-

it space and will be a great addi-

tion to school group tours and 

programs at the site.  The John 

Arn cabin will display the history 

of agriculture with an emphasis 

on potato farming. 

 These additional build-

ings will complete the Pioneer 

Village concept for the site and 

enable the museum to focus on 

programs, events and the visitor 

experience after 2020. 

 The museum will be seek-

ing matching grant funds from 

various agencies for this project. 

 The board of trustees and 

staff are busy working on some 

fun fundraising events and pro-

gram ideas.  Watch this page for 

details through this year. 

REMEMBERINGS 
 Got a historical remembering to share?  The museum accepts 
submissions from museum members for the newsletter. Last year we 
received several submissions from museum members that were enter-
taining and interesting for our newsletter readers. 
 Rainy day?  Think of jotting down a few short “Rememberings” 
for the museum newsletter and contribute to the community memory.  
Submissions of 50-250 words are welcome anytime. 
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Museum News 
FINANCES 
 
 The museum’s finances are 
in good shape for the 2018 season 
and 2017 saw an increase in reve-
nues earned from donations and 
admissions.  The extended season 
has helped to draw more visitors.  
The books have been sent to the 
accountant for finalization and the 
statements will be available at the 
AGM. 
 The museum’s operating 
budget was approved by PVUS and 
will receive $99,000 for opera-
tions in 2018 and $35,000 for cap-
ital works planned in 2019-2020. 
 Special thanks to Mrs. Flo 
Bilenduke our Treasurer for being 
available to the museum whenev-
er needed to ensure things stay on 
track all through the year. 
  

D’ARCY CHURCH 
 The D’arcy church was torn down over East-
er weekend.  The museum has been searching for 
historical information on this building but have not 
been able to find any specific references to date.  
However there is photo in collection titled “The 
Reverend Victor Rohr Omi, at D'Arcy” that was do-
nated by Dennis Pearman. 
 The church was likely established by the 
Oblate missionaries who established churches in 
Skatin, Port Douglas, Mt, Currie and Shalath in the 
early 1900s.    
 N’quatqua First Nation plans to build an in-
formation kiosk at the site and we are seeking in-
formation and photographs from our membership.  
Thanks to Lucinda Phillips for contacting the muse-
um and letting us know about this historical hap-
pening. 
Staff will continue to search through museum ma-
terials for further references and information 

Rev. Victor Rohr 
at D’arcy 

J.O and Frances Decker at  
St. David’s in 1960 

ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH 
 [excerpted from a Whistler Question article, July 2015] “The 
church was built by a group of volunteers in 1961. Mary Gilmore, 
who has served as church secretary since 1994, still remembers cele-
brating its official opening on May 28 that year. “A lot of volunteer 
hours went into the building,” she said. “I remember my grandpar-
ents coming from Bowen Island to attend the opening worship ser-
vice. A minister came down from Lillooet.” 
 The ownership of this church changed over the past winter 
and is the new home of the Christian Fellowship church in Pember-
ton.  As Mary Gilmore said in the 2015 article, “many landmarks were 
celebrated in the building — from baptisms and weddings to celebra-
tions of life — but it has also served an important role in the commu-
nity as a venue for writing clubs, potluck dinners and various youth 
groups. “It’s been very important to a lot of us,” she said. 
 The museum is working with members of St. David’s to en-
sure some legacies of St. David’s can be preserved at the museum.  In 
searching for a photograph we were only able to find an image of the 
Deckers in front of the church in 1960. 
 If you have an image or memory about St. David’s to donate 
please contact us.   
 Thanks to Michelle Staehli, David Walden and Flo Bilenduke 
for contacting us about this historical happening. 


