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 This year’s Halloween event at the museum was a great success. We saw over 300 visitors and 
made over $500. The site was packed with little kiddies in the most adorable and frightening costumes. 
The wieners and marshmallows were roasting while trolls and witch’s blood (coffee and hot cocoa) 
were keeping cold hands warm. The historic houses were covered in cob webs and scary decorations. 
Kids had a great time at the activity table. The scary maze survived the wind and scared many who 
were brave enough to go through it. There were also other activities all around the site that kept the 
little ones busy.           (Cont’d pg. 5) 

2017 Halloween Event 
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Museum News 

FRED BAKER’S JOURNAL 
An account of Fred Baker's trek over the Duffey Lake Trail 
in 1934 
 In 2015 the museum received a donation from Peggy Perfitt 
with the old Anderson Lake Historical Society.  Bill and Peggy donated 
many interesting items to the museum over the years and this was a 
great donation to receive. 
 The journal begins with Fred and John’s preparations to head 
into the backcountry between D’arcy and Duffey Lake in May of 1934.  
They also hired Adolph and Tommy Joseph  from D’arcy to pack for 
them and guide them through the lay of the land. 
 “Food is hard to judge” writes Fred at the beginning of the trip.  
“Bacon, bannock and beans are ok but a lot of sugar is needed also.  We 
took 50lbs and it is going fast.  Rice is good if you have something to eat 
it with.  While sugar and jam is the best, corned beef in tins is excellent 
and I wish we had more...Our prunes are fine and I think they are as 
good as any fruit.  Plenty of jam is fine and saves the sugar and is good 
with bannock.  White sugar is better than brown although the brown is 
nice to eat.  Lard is very important and shouldn’t be left out.  Rye bread 
is O.k. and best warmed”.   
 Fred Baker and his friend John Hermann worked for the R.G. Pop 
Furrier and Taxidermy outfit in Vancouver.  This journal appears to be 
a record of game found in Halymore Creek, the Barkley Valley, Lost Val-
ley and the area around Duffey Lake.  Fred served in the air force in 
WWII and then worked as an Assistant Ranger at Revelstoke, Penney 

AB GRAMSON PACK  
SADDLE 

 Staff were excited to receive 
a pack saddle from the Oberson 
family that belonged to Ab Gram-
son.  Ab and his girlfriend Minnie 
Greer lived at #10 Downing  along 
the Portage for many years.  She 
was a sister of Tom Greer 
 Audrey tells us that Ab used 
to pack for men along the Portage 
Rd.  He was a friend of Warner 
Oberson and gave the pack saddle 
to Warner.  This is a great addition 
for the Pioneer displays. 

VISITORS OF ALL KINDS VISIT THE MUSEUM 
 While creating the spooky maze at the museum for the Hallow-
een event, staff were surprised by a bear who had ambled on site look-
ing for better access to the mountain ash fruit hanging over the fence.  
Several neighbours watched the action from the street. 
 The bear followed the access path down the site and the security 
cameras triggered and we’ll be posting some great footage  of this spe-
cial visit on Facebook soon. 
 Staff reported that the bear did leave a donation but it wouldn’t 
fit in the donation box! 

Very Special Visitor 

Ab Gramson Pack Saddle 

and Princeton.   He died in the 
1980s.  
 Fred’s friend John was 
born in Hungary in 1908 and emi-
grated  to Canada in the late 20s.  
John eventually worked for the 
RCMP as an interpreter and cen-
sor during WWII as he was fluent 
in Hungarian, German and Eng-
lish.  John was a master taxider-
mist and his work could be seen 
at the Royal B.C. Museum, and the 
Museum of Natural History in Ot-
tawa. Fred ends his account with 
“Good fishing in Blackwater Lake.  
A lot of bull grizzlies floating 
around.  Caught a flock of religion 
in the morning but as we were 
Christians it was okay.  Left D’arcy 
with everyone loving us”. 
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The Old Miller House by Linda Miller Thompson 
 
 Our old house was torn down and demolished in 1965.  It has been gone for more than 50 years and 
yet I remember every room as if it were yesterday. 
 
 Will Miller hired men to begin work on the house in 1915.  It was a fine tall house with a full base-
ment.  Jars of canning lined the shelves at the bottom of the stairs.  Water glasseggs were preserved in 
crocks and used for baking when the hens stopped laying.  The corners of the basement were stacked with 
hand-carved stretching boards and stained plywood used to dry beaver and muskrat pelts.  A dim light fell 
on the old dented honey extractor and broken beehives.  Our dad remembered how his mother would let 
him and his brothers chew honey and beeswax the whole day long when the honey was harvested. 
 
 The house was painted a river-bank grey. The windows of the main floor were widely spaced along 
both sides of the house, similar, I see now, to the stately stone houses of Scotland and Ireland. In winter a 
small black wrought iron heater crackled and steamed on dusky afternoons.  The radio, a big brown box 
with golden knobs, sat on its own shelf above the couch.  It was a great treat to listen to “The Happy Gang” 
or “Dance with Me, Henry” on a 78. The only Henry we knew was our neighbour, Henry Erickson, and we 
always imagined his wife, Phyllis, was singing to him! 
 
 The kitchen had sturdy white cupboards that reached right to the ceiling. In her time, our grand-
mother cut cartoons out of magazines and pasted them along the walls to make the kitchen pretty. 
Grandaughter Teresa Summerskill remembers that a favourite meal at the Miller’s was fried potatoes, ba-
con and home-made cottage cheese.  Dessert was usually fruitcake, preserved crab apples and blue cheese. 
There was a hole in the ceiling of the kitchen and a string rigged through to a bell upstairs.  Grandmother 
called her boys to breakfast by pulling the string. 
 
 Our old house was surrounded by trees.  Two elms grew close to the back of the house and along 
the front were a willow, a Linden, a birch and a crab apple.  Two Norway spruce grew on either side of the 
driveway.  Still today, almost a hundred years later, the elms grow dark and leafy every year. 
 
(Some details borrowed from article written by Bertha Miller.) 

W.M. Miller home with Robbie in foreground  
W.M. Miller family, 1930s 
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From the Archives: 1967-1968 
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Museum Events & Programs 
HALLOWEEN EVENT (Cont’d) 
Here are the results of the Costume and Jack-O’-Lantern contest: 

Jack-O’-Lantern: 
First– Quinn’s  Unicorn 
Second– Nolan’s Vampire 
Third– Hazel’s Kitty Cat 
Costume: 
Age 2-5yrs    Age 6-12yrs 
First– Freya as Tinkerbell  First– Evan as Jason 
Second– Mae as a Witch  Second– Liam as a Baggage Claim 
Third– Ruby as Princess   Third– Robin as a Marshmallow  
Annabelle    and Kali as a Math Test  
  
 We would like to thank the volunteers that helped out during this 
event. A special thanks to Michele Van Beek for being the SCARY SHOP-
KEEPER, Kym’s Farm for the giant pumpkin, Your International Grocer 
for the pumpkins, Pemberton Valley Supermarket for the wieners and 
marshmallows, Katy Doiran, Fran Cuthbert, Niki Madigan and Ally Cata-
cutan for the yummy treats. Thanks to the board members, Flo Bi-
lenduke, Judy McNolty, Brenda McLeod, Grace Chadsey, Monique Midgley 
and Carmen Praine for helping out. Thanks to the after school workers 
Kaitlyn, Savannah, Nick, and Sarah for helping with the set up and clean 
up. 
 A big thanks to those who attended and we will see you all again 
next year! 

2017 Halloween Event Museum Staff in Costume 

 MOVIE NIGHT 
    The Museum presented 

the critically acclaimed zombie 

movie, the Night of the Living 

Dead on Friday, October 27th. 

Popcorn and drinks were includ-

ed with the entrance fee of $5. 

The creepy decorations of the 

site created a spooky atmos-

phere for the movie. We were 

prepared for 50 but only 5 brave 

souls ventured out.  There was 

lots of popcorn for everyone 

(even the crows got a taste the 

next day!).  We’ll try it again next 
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Museum News 
BC 150 GRANT UPDATE 

The new machine shed is largely completed and Bill McLeod and crew will be finish-

ing up this week.  Bill and crew were set to tear down the old machine shed this 

month but old man winter had other plans.  In light of the wintery weather this ele-

ment of the project has been delayed until spring.  The crew is available in the spring so the equipment will 

move to the new building during warmer days.  The cold temperatures can be tough on the old equipment 

and it was too risky to try moving the canoes, the diggers, the tractor and some of the other neat items in the 

equipment collection during the cold snap.  The funding provided by the province this year through the BC 

150 fund enabled the museum to do a new legal survey, pave an access path, realign the fence and add anoth-

er gate site and construct a new machine shed.  Thanks to the Province of BC and the BCMA for the grant! 

SHANTZ HOUSE GETS A LIFT 

 Last winter the porch on the Shantz’s south side began to show a 

significant dip and the deck was listing like a drunken sailor.  After hir-

ing a crew to remove the snow load, it was decided that a proper investi-

gation and repair was needed.  Fred Provost looked under the skirt of 

the Shantz in August and diagnosed that a bearing post was leaning un-

der the center of the deck.   

 Justin Gibbs was contacted who came by in 

September for a few days to do the repair.  Once the 

center post was reset the remaining posts had to be 

realigned.  He also added some fill under the bear-

ing points and tightened everything up for winter.  

Mrs. Bilenduke inspected the work and was pleased 

with the repairs and says she’ll sleep easier this 

winter when the big snows come.  Justin did a fan-

tastic job on a very small budget and the society is 

grateful for the local expertise.   

 Thanks to Fred and Justin for making time 

for this inspection and repair on the historic house. 

            Exterior wrap                                        Cedar Board and Batten                     Interior and Shelving 

Before 

After 

MUSEUM CLOSED FOR 

SEASON 

 The museum has now 

closed for the season.  Staff are 

working part-time this month to 

wrap things up and get final re-

ports completed for the society 

and granting agencies. It was a fun 

and busy season with the BC 150 

grant, the Children’s Art Festival, 

Tea & Tales and the Halloween 

event.  Visits were strong and do-

nations to the collection keep 

coming in. Three students were 

funded through youth grants and 

another four assisted on a casual 

basis throughout the season and 

the site has never looked better. 

Thanks to everyone who support-

ed the museum this year! 


