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JOHN CURRIE AND HARVEY NELSON PHOTOGRAPHS DONATED 

 The museum received a photograph of John Currie (with an unknown woman) and a photograph 

of Harvey Nelson this summer.  This is the first time we were able to put some faces to some well known 

names. We believe the woman may be John’s sister Janet McCurdie who came to live with “Old John” 

around 1885 with her three daughters Annie, Mary and Kate.  “Old John” Currie was one of the very first 

permanent settlers in the Village of Pemberton area and is the name sake of Mt. Currie.  He was a former 

gold rusher in California and Lillooet.  He was born in Scotland in 1833. He immigrated to Montreal in 

1851 with his parents, then went to seek fortune in gold rushes at the age of 17, before settling in Pember-

ton in 1885 and building on District Lots 164 and 165.  He held 960 acres with his partners D. McDonald 

and O. Williams.  Currie’s grazing land stretched down to the Green River and over the mountains on the 

west side of the Valley.  By 1891 he had one hundred cattle and six horses. His home was a well-known 

stopping place and John made travelers welcome.  He was the first postmaster in Pemberton, which was in 

a shack on his ranch. He had three children with his Xaxli’p (Fountain B.C.) wife Seraphine, and they were 

John, William and Lucy. Seraphine also had Josephine with William Fountain and John adopted her as his 

daughter.   Harvey Nelson was born in 1857, and  moved to Pemberton in 1890 and bought a farm near 

 John Currie and Unknown woman   Harvey Nelson 
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JOHN CURIE AND HARVEY NELSON (Cont’d 
the Lil’wat Nation  reserve. His original house burned down so he 
moved farther up the river, where he lived with Lame Johnny from 
Skookumchuck.  He was married to Caroline Konies and had a daughter 
Agnes Nelson.  Another daughter was Matilda Jim, the famous basket 
weaver. He worked for a while at the government salmon hatchery in 
Birkenhead River in the early 1900’s. The Nelson farmland was bought 
by Howard and Marion Ayers in the early 1950s.  On the old road to 
Mount Currie (via the old Red Bridge crossing at Pemberton Farm Rd. 
E), the steep hill which overlooks the farm was named “Harvey Nel-
son’s hill”. He died January 2, 1939 at the age of 82. 

SERAPHINE TLEKENAK 
 The museum had a photograph of John Currie’s  indigenous wife 
Seraphine on display in the mid 2000s and there was a wonderful write 
up about Seraphine that Roberta Banes had provided.  Unfortunately 
this label was stolen in 2008 and the museum had no source info about 
Seraphine or her story.   
 Then in recent years, the museum interviewed a local resident 
who shared her memories of William Currie who lived with her family 
in the last year of his life , William recounted that when his aunt and 
uncle (Annie McIntosh and Ronald Currie) moved to Pemberton and 
found John living with a native woman they kicked her out, along with 
the children.  Seraphine moved to Lillooet with her children. When he 
was a teenager he met his aunt and uncle in Lillooet and they felt sorry 
for him and took him back to Poole Creek where they were running a 
stopping house on the Portage between Anderson and Lillooet Lakes.  
Within a few years they moved to the Queen Charlotte Islands.  William 
looked after his aunt and uncle into their old age and returned to Mt. 
Currie after their death.  He died in 1972 and is buried in the Mt. Currie 
cemetery. 
 This season the museum renewed correspondence with a de-
scendant of Seraphine’s in Lillooet who provided further information 
about Seraphine and John’s children.   
 Nathaniel Dolan Miller, Program and Promotions Coord., was 
able to find the marriage certificate of John Currie Jr. and Agnes Nelson 
which provided the names of John Jr.’s parents; John Currie and 
Seraphine Tlekenak.  This was the first time we were aware of Sere-
phine’s  last name.  He found this information through the Royal BC Mu-
seum  website which provides genealogical information online. 
 We wanted to create a file on the Currie family as descendants 
from near and afar often come to the museum or find us online to seek  
information about the Currie family. The photograph of Seraphine is 
now back on display with a write up about her history. 
  

Seraphine Tlekenak 

The museum continues to collect 
and share information about 
Pemberton and District resi-
dents. The museum is still look-
ing for photographs of some 
Lil’wat men who worked as 
packers for the first storekeep-
ers; Mack Seymour, Billy Wil-
liams and Charlie Wallace.  If you 
can help us source photos please 
contact us through email:  

info@pembertonmuseum.org. 

URGENT MESSAGES 
We received a 1985 16mm colour 
film  titled “Urgent Messages” 
from Colin Preston, a retired ar-
chivist from the CBC.  The film was 
produced for a California audience 
about the topic of teen suicide.  
Colin says it was filmed in the 
Pemberton area.  Staff are work-
ing to get it converted through 
Lifetime Heritage Films in Coquit-
lam.  It will go online once con-
verted.  Stay tuned. 
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MUSEUM AND DYKING DISTRICT PARTNER ON FLOOD 
CONTROL EXHIBIT 

 To recognize the 70th anniversary of the PVDD the museum 
requested a partnership in 2018 to create a permanent exhibit panel 
at the museum to educate visitors about flood control.  There are also 
plans for a Flood Gauge that will illustrate the 200 and 500 year flood 
levels. 
 The museum often has enquires from visitors about flood con-
trol in the Pemberton Valley and it will be a legacy of the 70th anni-
versary to create this new exhibit at the museum. 

Upper Lillooet River            1984 Flood            2016 High Water 

CLIPPINGS GALORE 
 Staff have explored hun-
dreds of newspaper clippings this 
year and a register has been de-
veloped for the oldest clippings in 
collection.  Margaret Fougberg, 
the first Curator and one of the 
founders of the museum, diligent-
ly kept scrapbooks of clippings 
she gathered from local newspa-
pers like the Bridge River News, 
the Vancouver Sun and Province 
from 1947-1980s.  The clippings 
were saved from wear and tear all 
these years by museum volun-
teers and the previous Curator 
Flo Bilenduke who kept them 
safe.  Newspaper is a difficult me-
dium to keep over time, it’s deli-
cate and prone to disintegrating.  
Staff were not able to scan every 
clipping this summer but a regis-
ter has been developed to help 
pin-point dates, headlines, au-
thors, names mentioned, and sub-
jects present in the scrapbook col-
lection.  Scrapbook pages were 
numbered along with clippings to 
speed up research requests.  We 
wanted to share some clippings 
found this year through the news-
letter.  Plans are underway to get 
the scans online for the 2018 sea-
son. 

OLD MACHINE SHED  
 If you have ever watched the show hoarders you know that at the 
end of the day, the hoard has to be separated into four categories: throw it 
away, recycle it, give it away or sell it.  The old machine shed has become 
a hoarding area for the museum over the last decade.  Being nice and 
dark, it is the perfect place to leave something that you plan to deal with 
later, only to trip over it every few months and wonder why you are keep-
ing it. 
 Staff are assessing items left in the old machine shed and will be 
presenting a list to the board in October with their recommendations.  
Anything that is determined to be an artifact associated with Pemberton 
& District will be kept.  Items that are considered antiques but were not 
used in Pemberton will be transferred to another 
museum or recycled or sold.  One of these items is 
a Price & Chandler printing press with over 30 
type set trays (with accompanying spiders and 
rot) that belonged to John Jan-
sen.  John donated his estate to 
the Pemberton Museum when he 
passed away and there are sev-
eral items the museum has kept 
for display.  Years ago there were 
plans to set the printing press up 
in it’s own building but sadly the press has seen 
some weather since then and it will be a big job to 
get it working again.  The museum can no longer 
store the item adequately. 

Jansen Printing Press 
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From the Archives 1980 

BC Tel 1957 Toll Listings.  A complete set of BC Tel phone books 
from 1953-1982 , donated by Doris Van Beem, was another treas-
ure found in the archives this summer 
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Museum Events & Programs 
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
 The Pemberton Museum will be showing the very first 
zombie movie ever made  on  Friday  October 27th,  
7-9pm. $5 Admission (16+ years).  
 Night of the Living Dead premiered October 1, 1968 is 
an American independent horror film that has become a cult 
classic, directed by George Romero (Feb. 4, 1940- July 16, 
2017) an American-Canadian filmmaker, writer, and editor. 
With a budget of $114,000, the film became a financial suc-
cess grossing $18 million internationally and $12 million do-
mestically. It has been observed that it is the most profitable 
horror film ever. It was translated into more than 26 lan-
guages. The film has also been revised to colorization and was 
the first 2-D film to be converted to 3-D. 
 It’s been almost 50 years since the release; the film still 
receives positive reviews. In 2008, it was ranked by Empire 
magazine No. 397 of The 500 Greatest Movies of All Time.  
 The following day will be the Halloween Fun Event . As 

the days begin to get shorter and autumn chills the air, the muse-

um will be getting ready for Halloween. The museum 

will be hosting another Halloween Event for children 

under the age of 12 on Saturday Oct 28th. 

 There will be hot dogs, marshmallows and hot 

cocoa to warm little hands and toes. There will be 

some spooky activities for kids including the Spooky 

School House, The Scary Shop Keeper and a Freaky 

Scavenger Hunt. Bring your already carved Jack-O-

Lantern to the judges to see if yours is the spookiest of 

them all! Prizes for best costume per age group will be 

handed out after the Jack-O-Lanterns are judged at 

2:30pm.  

 Join us at the museum on Oct 28th from 12-

3pm and Get Your Spook On Early! Please tag us on 

Facebook with your pictures (Muse Pemberton). We 

would love to see everybody there!  

 Admission by donation.  

2016 Halloween Event’s decorations 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_%28film_magazine%29
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Museum News 
BC 150 GRANT UP-

DATE 

The new machine shed pro-

ject is well underway.  The site required a lot of fill 

to bring the level up to the required flood elevation.  

This provides a good space for equipment displays 

around the shed as well as inside of it.  The framing 

will begin soon and we hope to see the roof on before too long.  Following construction, the old machine 

shed will be demolished and the historic equipment will be moved to the new space.  This project was made 

possible with BC 150 funding along with the new access path and fence repairs at the back of the site.  

ANTONELLI CAT GETS A LICK OF PAINT 

 “The smallest caterpillar ever made” lives at the Pemberton 

Museum.  It was donated by Joe Antonelli and is a 1930 Caterpillar 

TEN and less than 500 of these were produced.  The original owner 

was Walter C. Green.  Joe’s son Nick has been helping the museum to 

get the caterpillar repainted this year.  Nick Dan, our After School 

Worker scraped it this month and painting is underway.  Thanks to 

Nick Antonelli for his 

help with this project, 

including the pressure 

washing treatment and 

digging the tracks out so 

they could be painted. 

HISTORIC HOUSES CLOSED FOR 

THE SEASON 

The museum closed the historic 

houses on Sept 23rd . The historic 

houses are not heated so textiles, 

books and other delicate items are 

removed to heated storage for the 

winter.  The After School workers, 

Sarah Daws and Kaitlyn Pierre 

helped the Curator pack up the ex-

hibits and to clean the exhibits be-

fore closing.   Sarah Daws has assist-

ed with museum shut down and set 

up since 2014 and has been a big 

help every season.  Kaitlyn did a 

thorough cleaning job and ensures 

everyone that there are no squirrels 

nesting in the buildings.  The build-

ings will open again in the spring. 

New Machine Shed  

         Forms       Fill          Footings         Packing        Framing 

 FALL SEASON BEGINS 
The museum is open Tues to Sat through October.   The historic houses are 
closed but the General Store and Transportation/Pioneer Equipment exhib-
its are still open.  Staff will be on site until mid-November this year. 


