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SPETCH FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS DONATED 

 The museum had a very special visit from Margaret and Hector  Goodwin in July.  They were visit-

ing Sea to Sky country and were on their way to Banff Alberta when they dropped in.  Margaret’s great 

aunt Harriet Portas (nee Thompson) was the sister of Elizabeth Spetch.  Samuel and Elizabeth Spetch emi-

grated to Canada in 1907 and settled in the area that is now known as Walkerville.   

 Elizabeth corresponded with her sister Harriet over many years after moving to Canada.  The sis-

ters shared news and photographs with each other to stay connected.  Elizabeth Spetch had three children, 

Elizabeth, Muriel and William (Bill).  In June of 1908, Samuel opened a store and post office for residents of 

the Portage.  He is considered the “father” of storekeeping in the district.  He employed Mack Seymour and 

Billy Williams who brought supplies and mail in from Lillooet, in all kinds of weather.  He built a school for 

his children at Owl Creek and later, enrolled them as correspondent students with the Department of Edu-

cation; they were the first students to receive education by correspondence in B.C.   

             (Cont’d pg. 2) 
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Museum News 
SPETCH PHOTOGRAPHS CONT’D 
The Spetch family had cold running water indoors as early as 1918 and 
this was considered an exceptional luxury.  Spetch also operated a wa-
ter powered mill at Owl Creek and sold lumber to new settlers who 
were building homes.    
 Sadly they lost their daughter Elizabeth in 1920 at the age of 18.  
She died of appendicitis.  A grave for Elizabeth is still visible at the 
Walkerville subdivision and locals residents have tried to maintain it 
over the years. 
 The photographs donated by the Goodwins include never before 
seen images of Elizabeth and document life on the frontier.  One of the 
images of a Lil’wat bride and groom is titled “Unknown”.  After sharing 
with Johnny Jones and Chief Leonard Andrew it is possible it is a photo-
graph of Chief Billy Pascal’s wedding, as he was a friend of Samuel.   
We are grateful the Goodwin’s took the time to transport these photo-
graphs to B.C.  from England for the museum archives, a truly special 
donation. 

FAREWELL TO STUDENTS 
We want to thank our fabulous summer 
students and helpers and wish them the 
best in their studies this fall. 

MUSEUM COLLECTION EXPLORATIONS 

By Sarah Dawes 

 This year our collection has grown quite a bit and I’ve been 

quite busy.  We’ve had a lot of artifacts donated to us so far. We had a 

box of gramophone records dropped off at the Museum on July 10th 

without knowledge of the Museum’s staff. (If this was you or anyone 

you know please contact us).   

 We received lots of items from different donors like The Mission 

Museum.  They donated a Canada Day pin from 1984 which depicts a 

potato holding a chainsaw and wearing a hard hat while boating down 

a river. 34 items belonging to Frances Decker and family were donated 

by Andrea Levassuer.   One of those objects  I accessioned belonged to 

Frances Decker’s daughter Andrea who got it for being in the Miss 

Pemberton pageant in 1980, it is also my favorite item. It’s a porcelain 

sour cream bowl shaped like a russet potato; it comes with a white 

spoon as well. The potato bowl also has Pemberton B.C. written on the 

front.  A woven basket from Mount Currie was donated too, although 

we don’t know who made it.  The basket has a hole in the lid, and trian-

gular designs on the sides using different colored cedar strips.  

 The collection has been growing steadily this season  and we 

now have over 2000 artifacts in our accession register.   

Savannah McKinney-Lincks, Sa-
rah Daws, Mae, Catacutan, Na-

thaniel Dolan-Miller, Elvyra Wal-
lace and Katilyn Pierre. (Absent 

from photo Nick Dan) 
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REMEMBERINGS 
Submitted by Carol Morphy 

 
 I remember the Sasquatch foot prints at the Squamish Cemetery. 
 I remember the shoe repair shop located in the building that used to be about where the drug store/

Centennial cafe  are now. 
 I remember a time before TV,  party lines and jungle drums that worked so well that YOU knew what 

they were doing before THEY did. 
 I remember when Mt. Currie View Mobile Home Park was a pond. 
 I remember putting pennies on the rail for the train to run over. 
 I remember the “NUDE” race at the Mt. Currie Rodeo. 
 I remember when everybody was related to everybody else, often several different ways. 
 I remember parades that had more people IN them than actually watching. 
 I remember having my teeth done in the Dentist bus. 
 I remember a time when nobody knew where Pemberton was. 
 I remember the ski hill behind town, 
 I remember all the kids in the neighbourhood piling onto the biggest piece of cardboard in the whole 

wide world and tobogganing down the hill behind Pipe’s. 
 I remember when Pemberton had the best drinking water EVER!! 
 I remember when Britannia was a working mine.  When we took the train (and road in later years) 

between Pemberton and Vancouver we would pass under moving overhead conveyors transporting 
material from the mine to the water. 

 I remember when the manager lived at the back of the bank. 
 I remember a bride to be that parked herself on the front porch with a shotgun, promising that any 

guy who tried to come get her fiance  for his stag, that the individual would be shot. 
 I remember wooden skis and lace up boots. 
 I remember the bath houses at One Mile Lake,  I remember diving off the lifeguard chair and I remem-

ber when it was blown to smithereens.   
 I remember when there was no trail around the lake and do recall that there was a pretty good huck-

leberry patch just south of the rock.  I remember sitting very quietly with my feet in the water and the 
minnows would come and nibble at my toes (people today pay big 
money for that).  I remember mud fights and rolling the log. 

B&M Garage 1950s One Mile Lake 1950s Railway and siding 1955 
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From the Archives 1975-77 
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Museum Events & Programs 
TEA & TALES PROGRAM THANKS 

SUPPORTERS 
 The Tea & Tales program 
wrapped up on August 22nd and we 
wanted to thank all the individuals 
who made this year's program a suc-
cess.  Our theme this year  was Cana-
da 150.  
 We started the year off with 
the ever so famous movie 
“Pemberton Valley “ from 1957.  
Then Lois Joseph and Georgina Nel-
son talked about Mount Currie 
Schools, Saving Lil’wat Language and 
Culture. Roxy Kuurne came and an-
swered all our questions about Seed 
Potatoes.  Then we had a talk about 
everyone’s favourite, The Gold 
Rush!, with some Canadian Facts 
about the year 1858.  Johnny Jones 
came with his digging crew to talk 
about Walking Lil’wat Traditional 
Territory.  Eric Andersen showed us 
articles from around the world that 
have mentioned Pemberton in his 
presentation” Pemberton in the 
World News”.  Brenda McLeod pre-
sented a historical look at flood con-
trol in Pemberton and the P.F.R.A. 
project. 
 All of these presentations 
were recorded for the archives and 
edited versions can be viewed on 
our website. Thank you for taking 
the time to join us this year. 
 We want to give a big thank 
you to our volunteer baker’s this 
year:  Fran Cuthbert, Connie Sob-
chek, Flo Bilenduke, Anna’s Cake 
Kitchen, Katy Doiron, Betty Mercer, 
Carmen Moore Lefevre, Rolande 
Midgley, Sarah Daws, Erwin Lacsa-
mana, and Alice Luciano. Thanks for 
making the Tea & Tales program a 
success this year. This year was in-
deed a  success. We raised over $300 
with 246 attendees.  
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Musings  
BC 150 GRANT UPDATE 

The museum is constructing a new machine 

shed this fall and work will begin in Septem-

ber.  William McLeod and crew will be con-

structing the new shed and assisting the museum with the tear down 

of the old machine shed and the relocation of historic equipment to the 

new shed and equipment area.  The new space will help preserve 

equipment for future generations. 

 We had lots of support from the SLRD and VOP Building Inspec-

tors to ensure this project could be completed on time and within the 

budget of the grant monies and the building permit has been issued. 

 Future plans will see the society fundraising to move the Pem-

berton Stn. School and John Arn cabin to the site in the next two years. 

UNWANTED INTRUDERS 
CAUGHT ON CAMERA 

 Staff were informed by 
neighbours that there was some 
activity on the site in the early 
hours of the morning.  New securi-
ty cameras were recently installed 
that are motion triggered and after 
searching though several thousand 
photographs of moths, crows and 
trees blowing in the wind, the cul-
prits were discovered.  However, 
staff are still searching for their 
lair and hope to see them evicted 
before winter sets in. 

NEW STUFF FOR KIDS 
 This year we have a Canada 
150 themed Scavenger Hunt, all 
items made in Canada. We are also 
working on translations into French. 
We have also created a Guided Tour 
for Kids. Come on in with your kids 
or grandkids to see all the amazing 
things we 
have here at 
the Museum. 
 

Unwanted Intruders 

The Chamber is celebrating their 85th this year. 
The Visitor Center was built in 1979. 

 FALL SEASON BEGINS 
The museum will be open until November this season.  We will close Sun/
Mon starting Sept 17th.  If you haven’t visited yet —now is your chance! 


