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First Tea & Tales of the Season 

TEA & TALES– THE PEMBERTON VALLEY 1957– THE MOVIE 
 There was a great turn out for the first Tea & Tales of the season.  We saw over 50 people attend 

and the weather was perfect to enjoy the sweet treats, tea, and coffee.  The Tea & Tales bakers were great 

to respond and brought in such delicious treats.  A big thank you to all that volunteered!  

 The museum showed the Allan King documentary “The Pemberton Valley 1957” on Tuesday July 

11th to kick off our Canada 150 themed Tea & Tales program.  Afterwards there was a short discussion 

about the state of Canada and Pemberton in 1957 and why this film still resonates with Pemberton Valley 

residents to this day.  

CHILDREN’S ART FESTIVAL A SUCCESS  
 The Children's Art Festival at the museum on Friday was a success. Over 350 children came with 
their parents in tow. There were lots of outdoor activities and crafts for everyone to enjoy.  (Cont’d page 2) 
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Museum News 
CHILDREN’S ART FESTIVAL A SUCCESS CONTINUED 
 The Iswalh dancers from Lil'wat Nation opened the event with a welcome dance and blessing. They 
danced for half an hour and then the interactive art exhibit from the Children's After School Art Program 
opened to the public. Fritz Kym lent his hay wagon that was decorated for the parade and we hear the Arts 
Council won best float!  Thanks to Penny Mclean for being the float decoration coordinator. 

 The Senior's Association and the Museum provided sweet treats and cool drinks. Entertainment was 
provided by The Kawano Sisters, Cayley Alexander, and Israel who sang their hearts out for Canada 150! Lisa 
Vertefeuillier provided an awesome cookie decorating experience. Valerie Butters led the after School Art 
Program through the month of June and spent three days setting up the art installation at the Museum. Mae 
Catacutan worked with Nathaniel Dolan Miller and Sarah Daws on a video that tells the story of Pemberton 
and District history over the last 150 years as seen by Mt. Currie the mountain.  Trish Belsham helped to 
coach the children on the reading of the stories. 

 Thanks to all of the volunteers who made this possible! Special thanks to the Squamish Lillooet Re-
gional District and Village of Pemberton for the funding for this program.    
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ANOTHER BIRTHDAY 
By Eddie and Howard Mah 

 Named after the Centennial year in which it was built – 1967 – the Centennial Cafe  marks its 50th 
birthday this year.  Ken and Won Won Mah came to Pemberton with their sons Eddie, Howard and daughter 
Ellen from Merritt where Ken was part of a 3 way partnership in “The Tourist Cafe ”. 
  
 As Eddie says:  “The blueprint for running a successful restaurant was moving to a smaller town with 
virtually no competition and serving up meals that other restaurants weren't able to provide. 
In 1967, my dad got a loan from the bank and hired Fred Meen to build the Cafe next to Bob Priest's drugstore 
(slight difference of opinion here – Howard says it was contracted out to a Vancouver company). The name 
Centennial Cafe came from the year we opened because of the 100 year celebration of Canada. 
  
 Our food was sourced from wholesale suppliers in Vancouver but we also used local farm products from 
Don Miller, Oscar Wittal, Neil Collins and others. 
  
 Fresh made was one our key themes.  Each hamburger patty was hand formed and pressed onto the 
grill....all french fries were hand cut with a meat cleaver (and hand peeled by Eddie).  In our oven, Turkey was 
cooked once a week as were fresh homemade pies. Our soups and gravies were made from scratch.....nothing fro-
zen, nothing canned, nothing packaged.  Also one key ingredient to success was my father would open up the res-
taurant whenever our customers needed us to be open....be it 4am for fire season or after hours because someone 
was hungry coming from the pub. He never forgot about his customer base, Once a year, he would invite all his 
best customers for a free Chinese dinner. Sometimes a meal or coffee would be on the house.  Back in the day we 
also provided a meal for the RCMP. It was called the prisoner meal. It was a flat $5 anything of our choice with 
no aluminum plates or silverware....only paper plates, plastic forks and knives. 
  
 The hours were long. We opened at 5am for all the loggers and contractors that had to work early. At 
4:30am, 5-6 pots of coffee had to be made, the grills fired up and some breakfast prepping done. Pre-ordered 
lunches had to be made. When doors opened at 5am...the restaurant quickly filled up and the morning rush was 
on... by 6am it was over. We had a major lunch rush from 12-1pm and a dinner rush between 5-7pm. Our restau-
rant closed at 8pm but there was also clean up and prepping for next day and also a sit-down family dinner af-
terwards. My dad was the head cook, my mom was the head waitress and my brother sister and I were the min-
ions. Growing up ...family time was always in kitchen.   
 If you were a regular and had a favorite dish. Sometimes we would name that dish after the customer. 
The "Watson Burger" was a cheese and bacon burger with a slice of grilled pineapple and gravy on the fries. Re-
member that Jim? 
 We used to close 1 week at Christmas to do our year end taxes.  We would also paint the restaurant while 
it was closed because that was the only time we could do it without disruption to our customers. (Cont’d page 6) 

Centennial Café 1967 Ken and Won Won Mah 

Hand crafted picture. Brought to Pemberton in the 
early 1950's by the Mah Family from Hong Kong. It 
hung in the Centennial Café above the serving win-
dow. When the Mah family left Pemberton in the 
1980's they gave the picture to John Jansen, who 

donated it to the Pemberton Museum in 1994. 
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From the Archives 1967 

REMINDER TO OUR MEMBERS 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE.  

$15/single, $20/family 

 We recently had a request for any documentation we could find on the 1967 
Centennial Pageant and Ball Celebration in Pemberton which was a celebration of Con-
federation and a school reunion for students and teachers of Pemberton from 1914-
1967.  Our archive coordinator just happened to be fishing through a scrapbook of Mar-
garet Fougberg’s from 1967 and we wanted to share a few items with our members. 
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Museum Events & Programs 

DR. HO CHEN’S RETIREMENT TEA 
 The museum is hosting the cele-

bration of  Dr. Anthony Ho Chen’s Retire-

ment from 2-4pm on Saturday, July 

22nd. He has done so much for the com-

munity and will be greatly missed! He 

has spent his life helping others and the 

time has come to pursue a quieter life, to 

enjoy  his family, and to travel. His work 

as a doctor has left this town a better 

place.  

TEA AND TALES STARTS JULY 

11TH  

 This year's theme is "Canada 

150" and will feature local present-

ers and topics on Pemberton history 

in the context of Canada's 150th 

birthday.  

July 11th– Pemberton Valley 1957 

- The Movie 

July 18th– Mt. Currie Schools –

Saving Lil’wat Language and cul-

ture with Mámaya7 Lois Joseph 

and Tsínay’a7 Georgina Nelson 

July 25th– The Seed Potato Story 

with Roxy Kuurne 

Aug 1st– The Gold Rush! & Canada 

in 1858 

Aug 8th– Walking Lil’wat Tradi-

tional Territory with Yaqalatqa7 

Johnny Jones 

Aug 15th– Pemberton in the World 

News with Eric Andersen 

Aug 22nd– A Few Rivers Run 

Through It –Flood Control in Pem-

berton with Brenda McLeod 

 

Museum Team and Mrs. Bilenduke 2017 
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Musings  
MEMORIES OF THE CENTENNIAL CAFÉ 

BY CAROL MORPHY 

 The very first thing I ever ate at the cafe  was an ice cream 

cone – Ken was handing them out to the local kids when they first 

opened. 

 Right from the beginning Ken, Won Won and the kids lived 

in the back of the cafe .  As the kids grew and space in the back be-

came tight, they bought the Brotherston house next door and Eddie, 

Howard and Ellen moved over.  Far enough away that they were out 

of the way, close enough to keep an eye on and yell through the door 

if they were needed to work. 

 I started work at the Centennial when I was 15.  My first 

shift was at 5:00 am and my first hour earned me $1.65.  The learn-

ing curve was HUGE.   Amongst other things, I remember all the 

fries (TONS of them over the years) were cooked in one black pot 

with a wire basket on the back burner of the gas stove.  I also re-

member an adding machine (the kind with the handle you pulled to 

get the numbers to print on the tape) that lived under the counter 

by the till, so well used it had groove marks on the keys from Won 

Won’s fingernails. 

 Those were the days when pop came in bottles, cream came 

in small triangular wax cardboard containers (like milk cartons) 

and the potatoes came through the back door in hundred pound 

burlap sacks, fresh from the ground, unwashed.   Dishes were 

washed by hand in a large sink, coffee was 10 cents a cup with all 

the cream and sugar you wanted and unlimited refills and ALL my 

tips went into the jukebox. 

 The thing I served the most of were FRIES, FRIES and more 

FRIES (with or without gravy).  Also Deluxe burgers with FRIES 

(with or without gravy).  Lots of people made a point of stopping by 

the Centennial as they were passing through Pemberton on their 

way to somewhere else for a big bowl of Ken’s homemade clam 

chowder.  Chinese food was also very popular.   There were no pre-

set combination plates, Ken would make up combinations with any 

items on the menu – your choice.  

 Of course – the original Centennial Cafe  is long gone, as are 

Ken,  Won Won and Ellen.  They live on though, in the rich and multi

-layered history of this valley and in the hearts and minds of all who 

remember.   

ANOTHER BIRTHDAY (CONT’D) 

 In 1982, my mother passed away and my 

father lost the desire to continue running the 

business. He offered the business to us kids but 

after growing up and seeing how many hours my 

parents put into it and the strain this sometimes 

caused we all declined. My father sold the busi-

ness in 1983 to Manning and Wan Li...2 young 

Chinese cooks from the lower mainland 

 Here’s a tidbit of nostalgia ....back in the 

day Merritt use to be a tough and rowdy town. My 

dad had to kick a very young Jerry Mohs out of his 

cafe for being a trouble maker. Later on when Jer-

ry moved to Pemberton...they would laugh and 

joke about that day. 

  Another interesting tidbit, my dad used to 

run a tab with many of the locals. All you had to 

do was sign your bill receipt and pay at the end of 

the month. For all intents and purposes this 

worked well...only a few customers were ever 

banned from the restaurant for non-payment” 

CANADA 150 FUN FACTS 
 
1. The Apology Act was passed in 2009 to 

make apologies inadmissible in court. 
This is a result of Canada’s frequent use 
of the word “sorry”, so it means that any apologies are 
merely an expression of sympathy or regret, rather 
than an admission of guilt or fault. Only in Canada, eh  

2. Canada has the longest coastline of any country in the 
world. In fact, if you were to walk around the country 
(without sleeping, eating, or resting), it would take 
roughly four and a half years.  

3. The Canadian government has declared Santa as a Ca-
nadian citizen. In fact, you can mail your letter to the 
North Pole in any language (including Braille), and his 
trusted elves will answer them all. Yes, all 1.5 million of 
them  

4. Canadians consume more Kraft Macaroni & 
Cheese dinners than any other nation in the world  

5. Canada is well prepared for the arrival of aliens 
and in 1967, built a UFO landing pad in St Paul, 
Alberta  

6. There are more donut shops per capita in Canada 

than any other country in the world. But who’s say-

ing that’s a bad thing?  


