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2017 Access Path Project 

ACCESS PATH COMPLETED WITH BC 150 FUNDING 
 Back in early 2015, when discussing future plans for the museum, the board of trustees decided 
that access to the museum was a priority and set about trying to determine a means to get it complet-
ed.  In the history of the museum, access to the site has been the number one visitor complaint, partic-
ularly for those that have mobility issues.  However, anyone who has worked at the museum site dur-
ing an event knows how challenging the loose gravel can be, even for  the able bodied.  Staff submitted 
a Rick Hansen Foundation application in 2016 but the application was not successful.  However, a BC 
150 grant was successful that will help the museum with a few 
infrastructure projects this season.  The trustees determined that 
a portion of this money should go into improving access so Sabre 
Excavation Corp and Alpine Paving were contacted….  (cont’d on 
pg. 2).   Read on for more info about BC 150 projects planned for 
2017. You can also find information about staff on site this sum-

mer and events and programs planned for July in this issue. 

July 01st Parade 1977 

HAPPY CANADA 150TH 
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Museum News 
BC 150 GRANT UPDATE 
The work took a few months to set 
up, and only a few hours to com-
plete.  The path is a legacy project 
that will improve access for years 
to come.  A permanent ramp is in 
the works to improve access to the 
administration/display building at the rear of the site as this building 
has an accessible washroom.   
 BCT Fencing will be on site soon to complete repairs and realign-
ment of the fence along Prospect and behind the museum.  A new access 
gate will be installed along Prospect Street improving vehicle access 
during events and winter access to the administration  building.  
 A new machine shed is in the works and Norman Tong from the 
SLRD donated his expertise to create a construction drawing required 
for the permit process.  This project will be scheduled for the fall period.   
 The old machine shed will also be removed and this space will be 
used to situate the Pemberton Station School and/or John Arn cabin The 
new legal survey will assist the board of trustees in determining the fi-
nal locations for these historic structures.  Fundraising efforts this year 
will be applied to the matching component of  grants available  that will 
cover cost of moving and repairing these buildings on the site .  These 
plans are underway for 2018-2020 seasons. 

SUMMER STUDENTS AT THE MUSEUM 
 The museum received funding for two museum coordinators and 
a guide this summer.  This is the most summer student funding received 
in years.  Young Canada Works in Heritage consistently funds 1-2 posi-
tions.  Canada Summer Jobs provided funding for the Canada 150 Muse-
um Guide position. 
 Nathaniel Dolan Miller is the new Program & Promotions coordi-
nator.  He is a 2nd year university student at UVIC with a major in histo-
ry.  He already contributed some new info about Joseph Despard Pem-
berton in the Shantz display.  Turns out Joseph loved his games and died 
of a heart attack during a rousing game of “hound and hare tag”.  
 Sarah Daws is the new Collection Coordinator.  She is a Gr. 11 stu-
dent at PSS and has worked casually at the museum since 2014  helping 
with events, gardening and cleaning.  Sarah started assisting with Collec-
tion Management back in 2015 when she labeled all the items in the new 
General Store exhibit.   
 Elvyra Wallace is the new Canada 150 Museum Guide and will be 
working out of the General Store this summer.  Elvyra has worked casu-
ally at the museum since last summer helping at events, gardening and 
cleaning.  Please join us in welcoming the students to their roles. 

Nathaniel Dolan Miller 
Program & Promotions Coord 

Nick Dan returns this season to keep the 
grounds looking great.  Nick will be re-
painting the Antonelli Caterpillar TEN 

this summer 

Sarah Daws 
Collection Coord 

Elvyra Wallace 
Canada 150 Museum Guide 
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[excerpt] June 7, 1948 
(FLOOD SITUATION) For those 
who know the valley it will be 
evident what I mean when I say 
that all the damage occurred be-
low Erickson and Shiers’ ranch-
es, above that the dykes 
held….Below that point it is dif-
ferent: Morgan Miller loses half 
his crop, Mrs. Lokken a consid-
erable portion.  Fougberg and 
Lundgren also are losers, though 
I hear the former, using a bull-
dozer, was able to divert a lot of 
water.  Andy Anderson, Shantz 
and Fred Menzel are reported to 
have lost the whole of their po-
tatoes. Now the river has fallen, 
indeed it seems too low, for we 
want heavy run-off between 
now and the next hot spell.  July 
is considered our most danger-
ous month, but a hot night sand-
wiched between two hot days 
gives us high water whenever it 
happens.  There is still very 
much snow on the mountains 
and until this has melted and 
run off it is a constant menace to 
our safety.  THE DYKES recently 
built by the P.F.R.A. came under 
severe testing and I am told that 
on the whole they stood it fairly 
well.  As an indication of how 
nervous the engineers were, it 
can be stated that a plane was 
sent in to drop 2,000 sand bags.  
A mounted patrol was kept up...I 
am informed that it is necessary 
to reinforce the dykes and that 
men are at work brushing and 
sandbagging.  W.C. GIRLING 

Can you beat this one?  This limerick was inspired by the story of Bert Perkins 
racing a man down the Pemberton Trail to Squamish.  The man was on a horse  
and Bert was on foot.  Legend has it Bert beat him by a day and stayed up all night 
playing his harmonica at the dance. 
 

There was a man ran to Squamish 
Came from Pemberton and was squeamish 

You see there was a lass 
An O’ did he run fast 

In the hopes of getting a few squeezes 
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From the Archives 

Museum Opens 
June 25th 1983 

 Museum staff are working with 
newspaper clippings this year and we want-
ed to share some stories recently scanned.  
Thanks to Connie Sobchak for the recent 
donation of clippings from 1980s. 

Legion’s Strawberry Tea 1980s 
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Museum Events & Programs 

CHILDREN’S AFTER SCHOOL 

ART PROGRAM AND  

CHILDREN’S ART FESTIVAL 
 On Friday June 30th, children 

who participated on the After School 

Art Program will display their work 

at the museum from 1-4pm.  The 

display will be in the Soo Building 

with a video presentation celebrat-

ing 150 years of Pemberton history 

and Canada’s 150th.  There will be 

entertainment and activities for kids 

including the decorating of a float for 

the Canada Day parade the following 

day.  Admission is free and all are 

welcome! 

TEA AND TALES STARTS JULY 11TH  

 This year's theme is "Canada 150" and will feature local 

presenters and topics on Pemberton history in the context of Can-

ada's 150th birthday.  

July 11th– Pemberton Valley 1957 - The Movie 

July 18th– Mt. Currie Schools –Saving Lil’wat Language and 

culture with Mámaya7 Lois Joseph and Tsínay’a7 Georgina 

Nelson 

July 25th– The Seed Potato Story with Roxy Kuurne 

Aug 1st– The Gold Rush! & Canada in 1858 

Aug 8th– Walking Lil’wat Traditional Territory with Yaqal-

atqa7 Johnny Jones 

Aug 15th– Pemberton in the World News with Eric Andersen 

Aug 22nd– A Few Rivers Run Through It –Flood Control in 

Pemberton with Brenda McLeod 

We are always looking for volunteers bakers for the Teas.  If you 

are interested and can donate some baking please contact us. 
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Musings  
CANADA’S BIRTHDAY— THROUGH THE YEARS  

Pemberton is no stranger to Canada Day Celebrations.  Here are a few pictures from annual parades 

that we dug out of the archives for your enjoyment.  Got a parade photo to donate?  Contact Us! 

REMINDER TO OUR MEMBERS 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE.  

$15/single, $20/family 

Creekside Sisterhood Float (or 
"Homemakers") with candidate for 

Potato Queen, Mary Louise Williams.  

Women's Institute float with candidate 
Rosemary Ronayne and attendant 

Clara Ronayne  

July 1, 1956  Celebration and parade.  

A typical Canada Day Parade. R.C.M.P. 
Royal Canadian Legion. 1977 

Pemberton Lions Club princess. Prin-
cess bearers, l-r Wally Erickson, Lesse 

Rasczewicz, (?), Jimmy Watson, (?), 

July 1, 1956  Celebration and parade.  

Lil’wat Nation (MCB) 1977 

Pemberton Riding Club  1977 


