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HALLOWEEN FUN AT THE 
MUSEUM 

The Halloween event was held 
on Saturday Oct. 29th from 12-3pm.  
Everyone was in their best spooktac-
ular costume.  The buildings were all 
covered with spooky decorations and 
pumpkins were carved with scary 
faces.  The Soo Building had a craft 
table, where the kids could make a 
mummy, ghost or spider.  There was 
also a Pin the Boo on the Ghost game, 
and the coffin mystery box where you 
could touch the brain, eyes balls, 
tongue, teeth, guts, and toes of a 
witch.  

 (Continued on page 4) 

Halloween Fun at the Museum 

ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
 The museum is working on improving access to 
the site for 2017 and fundraising began this year with 
the Quilt Raffle.  Scotiabank participated and contribut-
ed matching funds of $562 to the project.   
 The museum submitted a Pemberton Music Fes-
tival Grant this month for the Access Pathway project 
and are awaiting feedback on this application. 
 Late in October the museum received notification 
of a Rick Hansen Barrier Buster Canada 150 grant pro-
gram and staff have started to prepare an application.  
Initially the scope of the project was to pave a simple 
path down the center of the site but if grants are suc-
cessful the museum would create a pathway from the 
entrance gate to the outdoor bathrooms and 

(Continued on page 6) 



Page 2 

Museum News 
Remembering the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers 

 We are remembering the Pemberton division of the Pacific Coast Militia 

Rangers this month in honour of remembrance day.  It has been 71 years since 

Victory in Europe Day at World War II end. Seventy one years ago today the 

world celebrated the end of the World War II. On May 7, 1945, Germany signed 

an unconditional surrender bringing an end to the war in Europe. 

 In B.C., the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers were formed after the attack on 

Pearl Harbour and the declaration of war against Japan in 1942. These men 

were volunteers, ranging from the young age of fifteen to those that were con-

sidered too old to enlist. These individuals were instructed in tactical situations 

such as how to effectively observe areas patrolled. They performed military sur-

veillance, and provided local defense of the coastline against possible Japanese 

invasion including anti-sabotage measures and protection of lines of communi-

cation and transportation. There were about 138 companies that patrolled the 

areas of Vancouver Island, the Bridge River and the lower Fraser Valley. 

Training became an issue because the companies were so spread out that 
the volunteers were not able to attend the training camp. Those that were able 
to attend were instructed in methods of training. After attending the training 
camps, the volunteers would then pass on the instructions that they learned to 
their own men. On September 1, 1942 a training publication called “The Ranger” 
was created to help meet the needs of the widely spread out force. The Ranger 
was filled with useful information that every Ranger should have clear 
knowledge of. 
The Rangers never engaged against the enemies but they did play a crucial role 
in securing the areas of potential invaders by air, land or sea. Rural communities 
had a feeling of security knowing that these men were on patrol. On September 
30, 1945 at Brockton Point Oval, after three years of service, the Pacific Coast 
Militia Rangers were disbanded.  At the peak 
they reached over 15,000 volunteers.  In Pem-
berton, volunteers included: Lt. A.R.Mawbey, 
Sgt. M. Miller, Sgt. F.B. Menzel, Cpl. J.C. McKay, 
Cpl. E.H. Gethen, L/Cpl. L. Shore, L/Cpl. W. 
Fowler, L/Cpl. R.H. Taylor, L/Cpl. M. Williams, 
L/Cpl. J. Taillefer, L/Cpl. A. Anderson, Rng. C. 
Ronayne, Rng. R. Ronanyne, Rng. J. Arn, Rng. 
J.A. Pope, Rng. R.A. Taylor, Rng. M. Shantz, Rng. 
J.W. Shire, Rng. B. Bish, Rng. N. Collin, Rng. T. 
Andrews, Rng. N. Fraber, Rng. F. Wallace, Rng. 
N.J. Decker, Rng. A. Summerskill, Rng. H.I. Per-
kins, Rng.  R. McDonald, Rng. H. Erickson, Rng 
H.L. Harwood, Rng. H. Wallace, Rng. E.H. Blake-
way, Rng. D. Fraser, and Rng. A. Fowler. 

Sgt. Morgan Miller and Lieut 
Arthur Mawbey of the Pacific 
Coast Militia Rangers during 
World War II period, in Pem-
berton 

Pacific Coast Militia Rangers in Pemberton - 
Lieut. A.R. Mawbey, Sgt. Morgan Miller.  

General Worthington speaking with 
Lieutenant Colonel T. Taylor who formed 
the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers in 
MacDonald Park, Victoria; standing 
down ceremony.  

The book of records of the Pacific Coast Militia 
Rangers in Pemberton from the  archives.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Columbia_Coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_Japan
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Museum Events 
HALLOWEEN FUN AT THE MUSEUM (cont’d) 

The concession was also at the Soo Building with hot coco, coffee, 
and snacks.  The fire pit was busy with toasting marshmallows 
and wieners.  The Shantz House had a creepy maze and a mini 
maze in the trees behind the house.  Michele Van Beek was the 
Scary Shopkeeper in the General Store with a bunch of skulls and 
heads in jars including Trump and Clinton, which were the scari-
est pair of jars in the store!  The Barney House was transformed 
into a Spooky School House.  There was a Throw the Spider on the 
Web throw in the New Building.  The Scavenger Hunt was a big 
hit and everyone got stuck looking for the broom, which was 
found in the washroom! 

About 350 visitors came by and the volunteers raised over 
$400.  We had an amazing Costume and a Jack-o-Lantern contest.  
The winners were: Jack-o-Lantern: Best Effort- Nolan and Hazel, 
Most Creative- Jake, and Most Original- Elly.  Costume Contest: 
Best Effort- Jake, Most Creative- Owen, Most Original- Liam, and 
Best Overall- Leah and Claire.  Over 20 kids participated in the 
contests. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out in this event. 
Special thanks to Judy Sankey for the donation of 8 pumpkins, Ju-
dy McNolty,and  Flo Bilenduke for helping wih the contests, 
Michele Van Beek for being the SCARY SHOPKEEPER, Katy 
Doiron, Betty Mercer, Alice Luciano, and Mae & Ally Catacutan for 
the baked goods.  Thanks to all the after school workers Elvyra, 
Sarah, Savannah, and Nick for helping at the event and with the 
cleanup. 

Thanks to all who came and see you again next year! 
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Museum News 
REMEMBERINGS…. 
Submitted by C. Morphy 

 I remember my second job, picking strawberries for $1.00/

flat. 

 I remember my third job, working for Ken and Won Won at 

the Centennial Cafe , weekends and after school.  I remem-

ber Eddie peeling ENDLESS buckets of spuds. 

 I remember the death of the old school spirit.  The entire 

school accompanied the coffin to town, put it on a train and 

shipped it to Lillooet. 

 I remember the Sears Catalogue, as well as the Eatons and 

Hudsons Bay Catalogues.  I remember ordering from them 

by mail and waiting six weeks for your stuff to arrive. 

 I remember the Hell’s Angels coming to town every year for 

the Mt. Currie Rodeo.  More “wildness” occurred OFF the ro-

deo grounds than ON. 

 I remember the Grade 11 Grad Committee selling 

“Halloween Insurance” every year to make money. 

 I remember how hard it was to go for a walk.  EVERYBODY 

stopped and offered you a ride. 

 I remember having my Grad dress made by Betty at the fab-

ric shop. 

 I remember when every pickup truck had a gun rack in the 

back window and that’s where the rifles lived. 

 I remember when no vehicle or house was ever locked. 

 I remember fishing derby’s and several 20-30 lb. spring 

salmon being hauled home from the narrows for judging 

every year. 

 I remember the first post office, the second post office and 

when the “now” post office building was built. 

 I remember when “The Trap” was filmed. 

 Send us your own rememberings for inclusion in the 

P.D.M.A.S. newsletter.  Know that wherever it reaches peo-

ple will be smiling, nodding and thinking to 

themselves “I remember too”. 

Joe Joseph family going home after communi-
ty celebration at Mt. Currie 1950 

Mt. Currie Brass Band Main Street, Mt. Cur-
rie, BC , 1950s 

Centennial Café was built in 1967 by Ken and 
Won Won Mah and eventually sold to two 

young men from Hong Kong  

The picture is of the Post Office and Grocery 
Store which was located on Frontier Street 

between the Pemberton Hotel and the Com-
munity Hall, 1966. 
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Musings  

HISTORY BOOKS FOR SALE - GIVE A 
GREAT GIFT 

Study the past if you want to define the 
future! 
 
The Lil’wat World of Charlie Mack by 
Dorothy Kennedy and Randy Bouchard 
$25 
 
Indian Myths & Legends from the 
North Coast of America  $40 
 
Louis’ Place by Louis Potvin  $20 
 
Home Stretch by Louis Potvin $50 
 
Pemberton:  History of a Settlement 
$20 
 
Pemberton Survival Guide & Cookbook 
$10 
 
Check us out at the St. David’s Christ-
mas Bazaar this year! 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 

 Do you have a Pemberton Christmas 

memory you would like to share?  We’re col-

lecting historic images and stories about 

Christmas in Pemberton this year.   

Please contact us if you have a story to tell 

or images to share.   

By phone:  604-894-5504 

By mail: Box 267, Pemberton, B.C. V0N 2L0 

By email: info@ 

pembertonmuseum.org 

Facebook:  Muse Pemberton Or Pemberton 

Museum 

 
Jim & Rosemary Decker, 

Trying their New Skis,  
Christmas Day, 1950s 

Access pathway Project (cont’d) 
the path would continue along to the rear of 
the site and provide access to both the Soo 
Building and the Admin/Display facility that 
also features a Handicap washroom.  Currently 
neither of the washrooms on site are accessible 
for people with disabilities.    
 The Soo Building is often used for spe-
cial events and programs and the path would 
enable access to this building as well.  The pro-
ject will also include a permanent ramp to ac-
cess the Admin/Display building. 
 The museum is excited about the grant 
opportunities that have emerged this fall to 
help small organizations improve access for 
people with disabilities.  If successful, work will 
begin in the spring. 
 

ACCESS PATHWAY PROJE CT 2017 


