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Lil'wat Traditional Use and Knowledge of the Upper Lillooet River Valley:
A Traditional Use Study of the Upper Lillooet Hydro Project Area

Project and Management Summary

This report presents the results of the Traditional Use Study (TUS) of the proposed Upper Lillooet
Hydro Project area, located approximately 63 km northwest of Pemberton, B.C. (Figure 1). The Upper
Lillooet Hydro Project, as proposed by Creek Power Incorporated, consists of three run-of-river
hydroelectric projects, transmission lines, and associated ancillary developments within the Upper
Lillooet River Valley. The three hydroelectric developments are projected to be built on Boulder (aka
Pebble) Creek (23 MW), on North Creek (16 MW), as well as on the Upper Lillooet River near Keyhole
Falls (74 MW). Also proposed as part of the project is an associated approximately 72 km 230 kV
transmission line extending from the Upper Lillooet River Valley to an interconnection point near the
confluence of Rutherford Creek and the Green River. The proposed development is located within the
assefied traditional territory of the Lil'wat Nation.

The goals of the study were to: (l) identify the anay and types of Traditional Use Areas within the
project area; (2) establish the range of geographic locations for each Traditional Use Area within the
project area and vicinity; (3) determine the potential effects of the construction, operation and
maintenance, and decommissioning of the project on or affecting access to each identified Traditional Use
Area within the project area and vicinity; (4) provide recommendations regarding the management of
traditional use areas and access to those areas; and (5) to provide recommendations of measures to
mitigate any unavoidable adverse impacts on identified Traditional Use Areas and access to those areas.

The current TUS was conducted with guidance from Weinstein (1991,1998), Tobias (2000), Usher
(2000), Honda-McNeil and Parsons (2005), and Chapin, Lamb, and Threlkeld (2005). The study was
designed in collaboration with the Lil'wat Nation's Land and Resources Deparlment, as is emphasized as

being important for such studies (Thom and Washbro ok 1997 ; Markey 2001 ; Natcher 2001). A meeting
to design the study was held between Arrowstone Archaeological Research and Consulting Ltd.
(Arrowstone) and Harriet VanWart, Referral Coordinator, and Johnny Jones, Cultural Technician, for the
Lil'wat Land and Resources Department on June 2I,2010. Fieldwork for the study was conducted June
2l to 24, and June 28 to June 30, 2010. Interviews with 10 Lil'wat elders and knowledgeable members
were conducted as part of the TUS. Informants were interviewed at the Lil'wat Land and Resources
Deparlment or at their respective homes in the Mount Currie area. In addition, past interviews that were
conducted by the Lil'wat Nation relating to the project area and vicinity were also utilized. Moreover,
interview information was supplemented with evidence from historical, ethnographic, and archaeological
sources where relevant.

The scope of study for the current TUS includes a focus on both the project development area and
their immediate vicinity. In addition, the broader Upper Lillooet River Valley is included to provide a
more holistic perspective of the traditional use of the valley, rather than a narrowly defined focus on the
project footprint itself. The project qrea for the purposes of this study is defined as the area containing
the project footprint, associated access roads and ROW, staging areas, etc. The project vicinity for the
purposes of this study includes those areas adjacent to the project area, generally within a few kilometers
of the project footprint. The scope of study, however, more broadly includes the surrounding tributary
watersheds of the Upper Lillooet River Valley, including the Ryan River, Salal Creek, Meager Creek,
North Creek, South Creek, Pemberton Creek, Miller Creek, Sampson Creek, Wolverine Creek, Thomson
Creek, Rutherford Creek, and the Green River. For a TUS, the Project Vicinity is important for
understanding the broader impacts of specific activities to the overall watershed. In other cases, portions
of the project arca may block access to traditional use areas within the watershed, indirectly impacting
those as well as those within the scope of study directly. Moreover, to assess specific impacts on
traditional use, it is necessary to consider the ambit of practices conducted in the valley.

The TUS consisted of three primary avenues of investigations: (l) an archival and literature review;
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